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EDITOR'S NOTES

As the deadline of October 20 for recciving copy for this issue of ,fVous drcrv
near, I looked rvith some dismay at the few small items and began to think that
there would not be a No. I I unti l spring next year. A few 'phonc calls and a letter
or two set things going however and by finding a printer to do a rush job here is
the result. I teil this small story to bring home to you all how important it is to
receive a regular supply of items for these pages. That is of course assunring that
the arrival of Nery,r on the doormat is a welcome event, providing points of interest
and d iscussion.  I f  i t  does not  prov ide these th ings p lease wr i te  and te l l  me so rv i th ,
of  course,  construct ive ideas for  improvenrent  or  addi t ional  in terest .

The excellent l inedrawing of Abutilon theophrasti, technically kttown as a
t l ,umb-nai l  sketch according to the ar t is t ,  is  the work of  Mrs Hi lary R.  Broad.
c laughter  of  John Carr  and recent ly  back f rom drawing the p lants of  southern
Spain.  Hopefu l ly  she wi l l  prov ide fur ther  examples of  our  advent ive p lants whose
portraits arc so harcl to find. How I rvish my thumb-nail had such artistic abil ity.

Kr:NNrrs A. Bncxrrr

SECR.ETARY'S NOTES

This numbcr of  "News" catchcs ofhcers and secretar ies at  an cxt ra busy t imc
in the midst  of  the autumn meet ings,  wi th sonre future pro jects s t i l l  under
discussion and not  yet  f ina l ised for  repor t .  Some recent  events and news inc ludc
the sending in  August  of  a b i r thday te legram by the Socicty  to our  Patron,  Her
Majcsty Queen El izabeth the Queen Mother ,  ancl  th is  reply  was received by the
Hon.  Gen.  Sec.  " l  am extremely touched by your  te legram of  good wishcs on ny
bi r thday and send my very s incere thanks to you ancl  to  a l l  who jo ined in your
kind message. Elizabeth R. Patron".

In September some 60 mernbers attended the very successful Rccorders' Con-
ference at  At t ingham Park.  The informal  and comfor table surroundings were ic leal
for  the enjoyment  of  the papers ancl  d iscussions dur ing which much usefu l  in forma-
tion on Lhe specific problems of recording and publishing local Floras was offered.
Field work on three of our dclightful groups: - Rosa, Rubus and So/i.r gave
valuablc help with ficld identif ication, and all delegates expressed thanks and
appreciat ion to the Speakcrs and Fie ld Leaders.

Our congratu lat ions go to Mr E.  S.  I ldees.  (B.S.B. I .  Rubus referee) ,  the
recipient of the H. H. Bloomer Award of the Linnean Society of London for
1975. This award is made alternately to a botanist and a zoologist as an amateur
naturalist who has made an important contribution to biological knowledge.
B.S.B.I. members who have in the past been recipients of this award include:-
J. E. Lousley, E. C. Wallace, A. G. Long, J. G. Dony and Miss U. K. Duncan.

Looking ahead, with this mail ing comes preliminary notice of the 1976 A.G.M.
which will be held on Saturday May 22nd at the Jodrell Laboratory, Kew, by kind
permission of the Director. The programme will include the Presidential Address,
ancl Papers on the very topical problem of supply of native Brit ish wild plants for
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natura l is ing.  I t  is  hoped to inv i te  speakers wi th vary ing v iewpoints.  inc luding
landscape archi tects,  nurserymeu,  and on the importance of  d is t r ibut ion for
genetic sampling. On Sundav* May 2-1rd a visit to thc Kerv Satell i te Garclen at
Wakehurst  Place in  Sussex should c lenronstrate both Br i t ish wi lc l  p lants and some
of  the p lants f rom the Himalayas for  which thc garden is  fanrecl ,  s l ides of  some of
these in thei r  nat ivc habi tats  wi l l  a lso be s l rown.  Fur ther  deta i ls  as avai lable are
pr inted in  the Fie ld Programme, wi th th is  mai l ing,  and the fu l l  programnte ancl
booking fornr .s  wi l l  be sent  to  a l l  members in  ear ly  Apr i l .  I t lay I  remind nrembers
that  nominat ions are due for  e lect ion to Counci l .  A l l  nominat ions should be made
in wr i t ing,  s igned by two members of  the Society.  accompanied by wr i t ten consent
of  the candidate to serve.  i f  e lcctec l ,  and sent  to  the Hon.  General  Secretary before
February 1,st, 1976.

Renr inders a lso that  subscr ipt ions at  the new'  rates are due on Janutr ry  ls t ,
1976,  wi th Bankers Order  a l tered (on new forms provided,  or  these are avai lable
f rom the ac lmin is t rat ive of f icc at  Rcading) .  Members who have an address
al terat ion,  e.g.  new adminis t rat ive county or  post  cocle,  or  change of  t i t le  are
asked p lease to send these as soon as possib le to the B.S.B. l .  Adminis t rat ive Of f ice.
Harvcst  House,62 London Road,  Reacl ing,  RGI 5AS. I f  your  new, or  amended
address has been sent  a l reacly  on a new Bankers Order  i t  wi l l  have been noted.
The new nrenrbership l is t  now in prcparat ion by Mrs Rachel  Hami l ton,  Hon.
Membership Secretary,  is  a manrmoth task.  By the t i rne the next  l is t  is  due (1978
t t r  9)  any addresses us ing o lc l  county nalnes may be ser iously  out  oI  c latc ,  so p lease
send address changes now in t in te for  pr in t ing in  th is  for thcoming l is t .

Some mcnrbers havc askecl  abor-r t  the cata loguing of  rare Br i t ish species which
nray have been rescuccl  f ronr  c lest royed s i tes ancl  now grown in nrcmbels '  garc lens.
Informat ion on the locat ion of  nrater ia l  o f  ra le perennia l  species is  beingcol lectedat
B.R.C.  I f  yot r  have p lants of  wi ld  Br i t ish or ig in f rorr r  kr rown local i t ies in  cul t ivat ion
would y<.ru p lease scncl  a note of  th is  to Dr F.  H.  Perr ing.  Bio logical  Records
Cen t re ,  Monks  Wood  Expe r i r nen la l  S ta t i on ,  Abbo ts  R ip ton ,  Hun t i ngdon .
PE lT  2LS .  Th i s  i s  rnos t  he lp f  u l  i l '  s cn t  ( )n  an  i n t l i v i du r r l  p i nk  rec . r rd  cu id  i Ls
c lescr ibed on page 17.  Members are rcnr inc lcr l  that  i t  is  now i l legal  to  take wi lc l
p lants f ront  the wi ld  wi thout  the owner ' 's  pernr iss ion.  lnc l  no p lants l is ted as Rare
Spec ies  i n  t he  Codc  o I  Conduc t  f o l  t hc  ( ' t l r r sc r r l l i o r r  r l l  F i owc r i ng  P lan ts  and
Ferns should be col lected.

F ina l l y  a  co r rec t i on  t o  my  No tes  i n  News  No .  l 0 - t o  pu t  t he  r cco rd  s t ra igh t
Royal  Assent  was g iven to the Conservat ion of  Wi ld Creatures and Wi lc l  P lants
Act  on August  ls t  1975 not  Ju ly  3 ls t  as ant ic ipated.  (Thc notc rvus wr i t ten in
advance as I  was in  t l re  Tyro l  at  t ie  t ime of  Ncr l i  l0  going ro pr inr) .  We can nor , r '
a lso repor t  that  the Department  of  the Envi ronment  and the Welsh C)f f ice have
sen a supply of  posters to each local  educat ion author i ty  in  England and Wales,
suf f ic ient  to  a l low one poster  depict ing protected aninta ls ,  or  one poster  depict ing
protected p lants,  for  every secondary school .  The Scot t ish Of l lce a lso has sent
p lant  posters for  zr l l  Scot t ish secondary schools as i t  happens that  none 9f  the
protected wi id  creatures occurs in  Scot land.  I t  is  hopet l  that  nrembers wi l l  purchase
these posters for  local  d isp lay-35p each post  f ree (specia l  ternts for  bulk  orders)
f ront  B.S.B. I .  Oundle Lodgc,  Oundle.  Peterborough,  PE8 5TN.

MeRv Bnrccs
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LINNEAN SOCIETY AWARDS

The Linnean Society's Gold Medal for Botany this year rvas given to one of this
country 's  outstanding ecologis ts ,  Dr  A.  S.  Watt ,  F.R.S. ,  whose nanre has long
been associated with lhe ecology of Breckland in general and with bracken in
particular. His earlier work on the Chiltern beechwoods was equally important and
has become a classic in his l i fetime enshrined in Tansley's Brit ish Islancls and their
Vegetation. More rccently his idea that changes in vegetation may be cyclic rather
than unidirectional has influenced plant ecologists all over the world.

The Bloomer Award for amateurs was awarded to E. S. Edees known to all
Brit ish field botanists as the leading expert in the study of blackberries. He is now
working with A. Newton on the production of a rcvised l ist of Rabi for Britain
and the col lect ion of  c lata towards a conrprehensive At las.

BOOKS FROM OUNDLE LODGE

The following books and posters are available to members: all prices include
postage and have mostly been raised to take account of the recent increases.

Books
Bibliography of the Brit ish Flora, N. D. Simpson. f4.00.
The Botanist in Skye, C. W. Murray. f 1 .15.
Flora ol Gloucestershire, H. J. Riddelsdell 'ct. al. f9.65.
A Flora of Cambridgeshire, F. H. Perring et. al. f 1.15.
A CheckJist ol Dumf ries, etc., H. Milne-Redhead. 60p.
Critical Supplement to the Atlas of the British Fktra, f,5.00.
English Names of l l t i ld Flowers, J. G. Donv et. al. I l  .50.
The Flora ol aChanging Britain, ed. F. H. Perring. f,\ .20.
The Botanist in Irelond, R. L. Praeser. f.4.20.

Posters
Save the flowers, l5p each, l0 or more l0p each.
Please leave wild flowers.. . . l5p each, 10 or more, l0p each.
These endangered plants ore protected by law,35p each, l0 or more,20p each.

Payment should be sent with orders to Dr F. H. Perring, Oundle Lodge, Oundle,
Peterborough, PE8 5TN. Cheques payable to F. I l. Perring, B.S.B.I. a/c. All
profits go to the Society.

THE SURREY FLORA COMMITTEE

The Surrey Flora Committee originated from the B.S.B.I. map scheme. In 1957
many of those who had been "mapping" formed an independent body of botanists
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whose objective was the prclduction of a new Flora of Surrey. To-day it is anrusing
to read in the Minutes of  the lengthy d iscussions helc l  beforc we decide6 on rh;
then original idea of the "tetrad" ai a 6asis for recording.

^  under.  the guidance f i rs t  o f  Barbara welch ancl  then Donalc l  yor . rng gencral
f ie ld work cont inuecl  unt i l  1967.  By th is  t inre the S.F.C.  hc lpers hact  real l !  6 ' . .om"
addicted to crossitrg ofl cards an,l as Frank Perring had recently intro,iuieO ttie
Bio logical  Si te Recbrding .scheme they undertoo[  i "  .nrp i . i .  i ruUi tot ,  vascular
p lant  and bryophyte carc ls  for  a l l  Surrey 's  S 's .S.S. I .  s .S.s. t .  rev is ion great ly
increased and contp l icatec l  th is  rvc l rk  but  

"  
now <ln ly  l6  bryophyte car t ls-  arvai t

complet ion.

- M?,ny more tasks have been undertaken during this tir le. We havc recorr1ecl
for all Surrey sites owned by the National Trust an-rl the Forestry Commi.ssion an<l
advised them on conservat ion n leasures ancl  reserve areas.  lnevi iably  conservat ion
has beconre an increasing_ par t  of  our  rvork ancl  we have suppl iect  

-a l l  
those who

asked (a.nd many who c l id  not)  wi th s i te  repor ts  an<J nranagement suggest ions- .
private landorvners, business firms, local government officials ancl o-t"hers. The
co-operat iorr  of  a l l  who were approached*has been Inost  encoul-aging ancl  the
response of  sonre of  our  rare Br i t ish species noth ing shor t  of  spJct icu lar .  o f
cour .se,  we work c losely.  wi th the Surrey Natura l is ts '  t rust  in  whi ih  many of  us
hold of f ice.  we a lso work c losely wi th the S.E.  Region of  the Nature conseruancy
Counci l .  Two of  our  major .  tasks for  them have bein the supply ing of  in fornrat ion
for  the Sta ines Moor Publ ic  Inqtr i ry  an( l  a  ser iL.s  ( ) l ' \ 'egct i r i io ' i  . "opr  of  the West
Surrey heath lands.

Al l  th is  t ime work was ct tnt inuint  on the nc l  l ; loro prcparat ion of  d is t r ibut ion
nlaps,  co l la t ion of  Indiv idual  Recorc l  .S l ips etc.  The i l ' lne,ss and unt imely death
of  Donald_Young delayed nratrers,  but  for tunate ly  Tecl  Lousley agreed to wr i te
the book. The introductory chapters deal largely *itt.t tt.r. .11un!"Jin gur Flora.
Accounts are g iven both of  separate spp.  a ic l 'o f  rcserves anj  s t ress the v i ta l
need for  conservat i t . r t r .  The text  conta in i  much interest ing in format ion about  the
spp. The new Flora is now with tlre.pr-rblislrers ancl at lo"ng lasl, one tlr inks, tho
s.F,9.  real ly  n i l l  re t i re .  But  no at  the lasr  A.G.M. helpcr i  *e ie unoninrous and
vociferous in th,eir decision to continue as arr indep.n.l.nt boily. eerhat; ;,,;
s t rength l ies in  th is  independence.  We are not  t iec l  to  i r ry  larger  organisat iJn wi th
ru les and regulat ions and endless comnr i t tce me.et i .ngs.  nu.r i  t , . ipJ,  i ,  i r . .  to  gn
o^tr an<l do any work they think ncces-sary ancl thJn reporji t l ie faif-o..n,"pl?r.
Or perhaps i t  is  in  the cooplete f r iendl iness ancl  wi l l ingn.r r  io  tack le anyt l i ing
shown by all our helpers. of course ou. ranks have not .""nroi*a static. Flappily]
many of the old g_a-ng are sti l l  with us;, but others have left itre county ano'riew_
come^rs joined us. Yet not once, since orrr inception, have I known anyone quarrel
or  refuse a job of  work even i f  i t  is  recorc l ing in  the s i ime o lc l  , i i . i  tn , . the umnteenth
Ume.

whatever  the reason I  do know that  Surrey is  very f . r tunate in  having such afriendjy, helpful and capable bocly of botanisis *tt,r ' truu" ,..o111pr;rrr.a ;" ;;;.h
and who are determinecl  to  cor i t inue lvork ing for  o, - r r .ouniy. - - - - - " ' '

Jovcn Sr,rrln
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THE HISTORICAI, ITLORA OF MIDDLESEX

by  Doug las  H .  Ken t

Copies of  t l r is  I . - lora arc avai lablc  to nembers of  thc B.S.B.  [ .  a t  a specia l  d iscount
rate of  f l2  unt i l  Apr i l  - - l0 th,  1976.  l 'h is  represents a s in ' ins of  f3  on the publ ishecl
p r i ce  o I  f  15 .  App l y  f o r  cop ies  1o :

Dr  R .  L inco ln ,' f l rc  
Ray Society.

c /o  The  B r i t i sh  Muscun r  (Na tu ra l  H i s to l y ) .
Cromwel l  Road,
l ,ontkrn SW7 5l lD.

SCHOENUS FEI iRUGINEUS

Our ntembc' r ,  Br ian Brookes.  r roulc l  bc grate lLr l  f r l r  any hc lp conccln ing l l rc
I t is tory o l  th is  speci r :s  in  Br i ta in.  Any i r r forr r rat i< ln about  the or ig inal  local i ty  hv
[ -och Tunrmel  ancl  the subseque nt  " rcscuc"  t ransplant ings woulc l  be par t icu lar ly
uscfu l .  References to nrater ia l  in  herbar ia,  to  photographs,  nraps,  f ie ld notebooks
and correspclnc lence as wel l  as publ ished notes would be very helpfu l  inc leecl .
I n fo rma t i on  to  B r i an  B rookes ,  K in t l r og i rn ,  Enochdhu .  B l r r i r gowr ie ,  Pe r thsh i r c .
P G  I O  7 P G .

RARE SPECIES RECOR.DING IN EAST ANGLIA
' fhc 

Naturc ( i r r tservancy Counci l  havc rcrrewed for  one year  thc contract  for
the pro ject  based on the L ln ive ls i ty  Botanic Garden,  Ctrnrbr idge dcscr ihcd by Dr
Wa l te rs  i n  Ncws  No .  9 .

I t  is  a p leasure to record that  co-operat ion and help has been g iven nrost
generously by County Recorr lers,  Museunr Curators and nrembers of  the Society.

The progress achieved in nrapping ancl  c locument i r rg the Rarc Species in  East
Ang l i a  i s  n rz r i n l y  due  to  t he  n rany  k inc l  peop le  who  have  he lped  by  n rak ing  t l r e i r
o lc l  n t t tes avzt i lab le,  or  by st renuously searching thei r  nrenror ies (ancl  cupboards for
o lc l  nraps aud f loras) ,  by v is i t ing fornte l  s i tes (sonret inres in  the snow) and by
tak ing on the onerous task o l '  surveying arrd mapping indiv idual  specics;  to  thenr
al l  I  am great ly  indebted.

N' lapping ancl  documert t ing the rare species in  thc new adnin is t rat ive coLlnty of
C'arrbr idgeshirc  and in Breckland has been completed,  and i t  is  cxpected 1o
complete Norfo lk  and Suf fo lk  by the encl  of  Contract .

In Canrbriclgeshire we haie probably lost our oniy sites for Cirsium ruberosurn
an<I Antho.tanthum pueli i, thc only site for Bromus interruptus, and one site for
Muscari atlonticunt (latgely clue to changes in agricultural practices over the past
l0 vears) bul we have gained new sitcs frrr Se.seli l ibonotis antl I- l i tnonto.(lrs,ssrutt
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Irircinum, IJttniuttt bti lbocrtstunum, Apcra itt lerrupla and rcfourld an old station ftrr
Silene otitcs. All these new records are clue tcl the keen eycs of one of our
forentost  orn i thologis ts ,  Ml  G.  M. S.  Easy.  In  Breckland t l tere is  considerable
cause for alarm o"'er 3 of the rarc Brccklancl annuals. After searclring every old
site that it has becn possible to identify, Aly,s.sum al):ssoides was found in only one
si te (17 p lants) ,  Veronica t r ip l ty l los in  only  two s i tes.  In  one there was one smal l
c lump and in the othcr  a by-pass was cut  through i t  whi le  the populat ion was being
mappcd.  Last ly  Scleranthus perennis subsp.  2ros l ro lus,  a Br i t ish enclemic sub-
spccics.  has only three s i tcs--a l I  under LI r real . -and in one s i te  the 2 p lants seen in
May had d isappearecl  by August  (dr . re to the t legencrat ion of  thc habi tat  and the
severe drought) .

For  sonrc specics i t  has bcen a "goocl"  year .  ' l 'hc 
h igh water  tablc  wlr ich gradual ly

fcll during the sunrnrer was ideal l<>r Lytltrum hyssopifolia, y,,hisl ' l  -qerminatecl
abundant ly  on the wet  nrarg ins of  5 wet  hol lows in the Thr ip lorv Whi t t lesford
area. Otfrcr species which also clicl wcll this year were Herniario glabraancl Veronicn
vcr t ta.  V 'crorr ic :a pract ' t>.y  \ l / i ts  a lso nrorc " i rec lucnt"  possib l l 'bccause th is  year
rl lofc ryc was grown.

I'eroni<'a spic'ata was ohi' iou:;ly alTecl.cd by cllought, lcavcs wilt ing by August,
but  in  Cambr idgeshirc  onc of  our  patc l rc 's  rvas a shect  of 'b lue by thc end c l l '
Septentber ,  and in thc snra l l  enclosccl  rcscrvc on Wect ing Heath where I  p lantcd i t
sonle years ago i t  was i t  nrass of  f lorvers in  October.  Also in  Galbold ishanr a l iny
vegctat ivc patch refound last  vear  producecl  4 f lower ing spikes th is  ycar .  But  in
t l re  other  s tat ions i r r  Norfo lk  ancl  Suf fo lk  i t  e i thcr  c l ic l  not  f lower ( in  one stat ion
i t  was rcc lucccl  to  I  p lant  rv i th  I  f lowcr)  or  had r l isappearcr l  courplc te ly .

Obv ious l y  t he  popu la t i ons  o l -n rany  o f  t hese  vc ry  ra re  p lan ts ,  a t  t hc  cx t r cn re
cncl  of  thc i r  range,  f luctuatc f ronr  year  to year .  ancl  nruc l r  of  thc c locumcntat ion
cons i s t s  o f  bu i l d i ng  u1 t  a  l cco rc l  o f ' changes  i n  t he  popu la t i ons  i n  t hc  pas t .  Any
scrap of  in fornrat ion woulc l  s t i l l  bc of  usc ancl  in  par t icu lar  I  would bc vcry
pleascd to hear  f rom any nrcmbers who wcre fornrer ly  keen Wi ld F lower Society
recorders.  for  they nray have forgot ten h<trv ntuch valuable in format ion is
con ta incd  i n  t hc i r  D ia r i cs .

I t  is  appreciatcc l  that  sonre nrcnrbcrs have I 'c l t  in  the pas[  l l ra t  the bcst  protect ion
for  the s i te  of  a r i t rc  p lant  has heen to kecp i t  sccret .  Bul  to- t lay s i tcs are bc ing
clcst royed wi th a terr i fy i r rg r -apid i ty :  in  t l re  coulse of  chccking thfough records a
new site f or Sc'leranthus perenni,s suhspecics prostratus witlt Th)tntus serp):l lum
subspecies was noted.  Inrmediatc invest igat ion s l rc lv , 'ec l  that  th is  s i te  l rac l  been
discovered somc ycars rg()  hy i r  group o1 'botanical  rccordcrs rvho hacl  not
apprcc iatec l  the in tpor tancc of  thei r  f ind anr l  had therefor-c not  taken any stcps to
discover  the future of  thc s i te .  I t  so happened that  the farmer was about  to turn
the area in to a br- r l l ing r ing and dump s i lage on to i t .  Fur thcr  explorat ion resul ted
in the firrd of Veronico rernu and Silcne t,ottit 'a and thc occurrcncc of the
st ' lc ranthus in  four  goot l  patches.  For tLrnatc ly  the owncr and farnr  manager have
agreed not  to  "develop"  the s i te  agr icu l tura l ly  (prov idecl  the s i te  is  not  publ ic ised) .
But  there have been.  a las,  other  exanrples wherc the importance of  a s i te  in  a
ni r t ional  context  has not  bce:n real iscd in  t in te,  and s i tcs have been unnecessar i ly
lost .

G.  Cronlp lox
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RECORDS COMMITTEII
Due to death or  ret i rement  a number of  changes have had to bc nrac le to the l is ts

of  Vice-County Recorders,  and to the Society 's  Referees arrd Specia l is ts ,  as fo l lows:
Recorders V.-C. l3 Mrs M. Briggs

Y.-Cs.  62 & 65 T.  F.  Medd
V. -C .74  M iss  J .  Mar t i n

Referees Rosa:  add Mrs L M. Vaughan
Polygala:  delete Dr J .  McNei l l  (now i r t  L lanacla)
Carcx:  especia l ly  C.  mur i (ata agg.R.  W. David

Specialists Local Floras: M. Walpole
Popular  Names:  F.  H.  Perr ing

MAPS AND COUNTY F'I,OITAS
The recent  publ icat ion of  a C'ounty F lora wi thout  a n lap pronrpts the thought

that  some authors fear  that  thc costs of  royal t ies in  reproducing a por t ion of  an
Ordnance Survcy nrap n lay bc exhorbi tant . ' Ih is  is  nol  tnre.  T 'he cost  of  a p iece of
map 8 x -5 in .  i r t  a  run of  2,000 copies would only be f5 '30 p lus VAT at  prescnt
pr ices.  Ful l  c le ta i ls  of  regulat iorrs  ant l  costs (and arr  uppl icat ion fornr)  can hc
obta ined f ronr  the Directo l  Ccncral ,  Ordnauce Surve y,  Maybush.  ScluIhetnrpton.
SO9 4DH.

The growt l t  o f  local  b io logical  rcc<l rds centres nreet ing thc nccds of  thc Naturc
Conservancy Counci l  and the County Natu la l is ts '  f ' rusts conl - inucs.  Thc BSRI
Recoldcr  can nrakc a s igni f icant  conl r ibut ion to conselvat ion in  h is  area i f  hc
keeps in louch rv i th  thc local  centrc  ant l  in lonrr .s  the Rccords Of 'hce of  s igni f icant
f inds at  lcast  oncc a year .  F.  H.  Plnntwr;

RANUNCULUS AURICOMUS
I anr  cont inuing a study of  Rantutculus our ic 'omus in the Br i t ish ls lcs.  In  order

to grow as wir le  a range of  nrater ia l  as possib le I  would be gratefu l  to  lcceivc s inglc
plants in  thc wi ld  s tate f ronr  s i tcs in  the Br i t ish Is les- in par t icu lar  f rom Scot lancl .
I rc land,  \Valcs and the N.  ancl  S.W. of  England.  (Please c lo not  take specinrens
fronr  populat ions which are very smal l ) .  Specinrens may be sent  to  The Exper i -
nrcnta l  Garden,  Univers i ty  Botanic Garden,  Cambr idge ( label led " for  the at tent ion
of  A.  C.  Lesl ie") .  A l l  spccinrerrs wi l l  bc acknowledgecl  and postagc refundcd.  A
six- f igure gr ic l  rc ference ancl  any other  deta i ls  concerning the local i ty  woukl  he
ar lc l i t ional ly  wclcomc.  A.  C.  Lr ,sr . r r '

ABUTILON THEOPHRASTI
Abutilon theophrasti Medic. (named for Theophrastus. 370-285 B.C--.) is an ercct

annual 50-120 cm tall, usually unbranched, and hairy in ail parts. The small yellow
or orange yellow flowers are followed by a head of carpels 2-3 cm wide when ripe.
A native of southern Asia, it is naturalised in most of the warnler parts of the
wor ld and turns up in  Br i ta in fa i r ly  f rcquent ly  as an advent ivc.  In  U.S.A.  where i t
is a common weed in the warnrer areas the velvety tonlentose, boldly veinecl lcaves
have been used to pat tern but ter  and pastry ,  resul t ing in  the vernactr lar  names
but ter-pr in t  and p ie-marker .  I t  is  a lso known as velvet- leaf .
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ADVENTIVE NEWS 4

More grass-seed aliens

Mrs D.  I .  Cocker i l l  sent  me the fo l lowing l is t  o f  p lants ( those wi th au aster isk
being in  Hb.  DIC and det .  BM ancl  EJC) which appeared at  Trotshi l l  (Worcs.)
af ter  the grass vergcs were re-seeded in 1972.  None surv ived the subsequent
mowings,  but  the annual  Si lene is  s t i l l  in  cu l t ivat ion thanks to the harvest ing of  a
few seecls. It resernbles a large S. c'onic'a L. and occurs from the Mcditerranean
region eastwards to lndia and is  a lso establ ished in North Amer ica.
'FAmsinckia sp.  Specimen inadequate for  accurate dctc lminat ion.
Descurain ia sophia (L. )  Webb ex Prant l .
' t 'Lappula squarrosa (Retz.) Dunrolt. ssp. .\ 'q&(/rro.$a (L. cc'hirtutc F ritsch).
Linnnt usitatissi murn L.
r'Silcnc c'onoidca L. Vouchcr spccinrcn also in IJb. Bl\{.
Sil1,6,r,r, m arian wn (l-.) Ciaertn.

Dur ing Junc 197-5 l \4rs E.  M.  Hycle and Mark Hycle l 'ound one p lant  of
Parentuc'cll ia visc'osa (L.) Carucl among rye-grass on the newly-scedcd by-pass at
Bentley (East Suffolk). Tri lolium intornatunt L. was alsri present, a plant which
has bcconrc increasingly  rar-c  in  rcceul  ycals  ( [  have only seen i t  once in the last
ten ycars!  ) .

Aliens at Guildford
A.  C.  Lcs l ie  [ounr l  f ,our  vcry in tcrcst ing p lants at  Gui lc l l 'ord t ip  (Surrcy)  dur ing

1975 and I  rept 'o t lucc hcrc vc lbat inr  l . r is  uscfu l  notes.  Vouchers for  a l l  are in
Hb.  ACL.

Nigc l la  l t ispanicu L.  A s ingle p lant  wi t l r  durkbluc per ianth segments and lack ing
thc efaboratc involucre of  N.  dutnoscena L.  f rom which i t  a lso d i f fers in  having
dcnscly  g landular  fo l l ic les rvhich arc fusecl  a lnrost  to  thc top.  Nat ive in  Spain,
Portugal  and North Western Afr ica.

x Agropogort l i ttrtrolis (Snt.) (. E. l lubbarcl (.4gro.tt i.t ,slokttri lcro L. x l)olypogort
tnot'rspelicnsl.s (l-.) Dcsf.). A singlc plant growing witlr both parents and probably
or ig inat ing on the t ip .  Thc panic lc  was l tarrow wi th pcrs is tcnt  sp ikelets (as in
,4.  s to loni lerr i )  but  both g lumes ancl  lenrmrrs werc awned (as in  P.  monspcl iansis) .
The p lant  wtrs v igorous producing ntany shor t  s to lons.

Potanti l la intcrmcdia L. Several plants scattered ovcr a fcw square yards. Stenrs
procunrbcnt  at  base,  lcaves wi th most ly  5 leaf le ts  ancl  the numerous f lowers wi th
peta ls  shor tcr  than the sepals.  Nat ivc i r r  N<lr thern ancl  Centra l  Russia.

Poo c 'hai . r i i  V i l l .  An unusual  t ip  p lant  of  which two c lumps were found.  The
f lat tened vegetat ive shoot ,  the broat l  dark green leaf  and the very shor t  l igu le
arc d is t inct ivc.  Nat ive of  Wcstcrn t rnd Ccnt la l  E,urope.  Asia Minor  and Cauca.sus.

Aliens at lpswich
Dur ing 1974 Mrs F.  M.  Hyde and Vlark Hyde explored waste ground ( inc luding

the Docks)  at  Ipswich ( [ last  Suf fo lk)  and found a number of  in terest ing p lant .s
among which were thc fo l lowing:
Amarantltus retofle.t 'us L. Det. Canrbridge Botanic Gardcns.
Hibi,sc'us trionum L. Sti l l  thcre in 1975.
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Hordeunr jubaturn L. An attractive pclcnnial grass.
Iva . ranth i f  o i lc  Nut t .  A lso 1975.  Det .  f 'anrbr idge Botanic Garde ns.
Solanum saryachoides Sendtn.
S. sisymbrifoliumLam. Stil l  there in 1975. Det. BM.
Sorghum halepen.sa (L.) Pers. Det. BM. Onl,v this specics was -erowing inside the
Docks.

Mixed Bag
Abutilon theophrasti Meclicus (A. avic'ennac Gaertn.) Road verge at the top ol'

Darnacle Hi l l .  near  Gof f ' .s  Oak ( l - {er t fordshi re)  on 14.9.15.  Mrs H.  R.  Broad.
Conf .  EJC. Single p lants of  th is  spccies not  in f requcrr t ly  occur ,  but  at  th is  s i te
thele wcre no less than f i f ty  p lants in  f lowcr and f rLr i t .

I I1 :drocoty le moschala Forst .  f .  K.  E.  Bul l  f i rs t  lepor tec l  th is  species as covel ing
a lawn at  Broadwater  Down, Tunbr ic lge Wcl ls  (West  Kent)  in  1958 (Hb.  EJC).
This year  thc s i tc  is  unfor tunate ly  being dcvekrpcd by bui lders but  i t  has rc-
appearecl  in  p le nty on soi l  hcaps and barc ground.  Since i t  c l i f fcrs  in  having lcss hai ry
and less decply cut  lcaves than the taxon natura l ised on Valent ia  ls land (South Kerry)
ancl  which is  nowsornervhat  ranrpant  in  D.  McCl intock 's  garderr  at  Plat t  (West  Kent)
sce  fu l l  desc r i p t i on  i n  P ro r ' .  BSBI  3 :288  (1959 ) - - l  scn t  a  spec imen  to  J .  F .  M .
Cannon (at  BM).  He conf i rnred th is  nanre sal , ing that  i t  "conrptr res qui lc  wcl l
w i t h  son re  Ne rv  Zea lanc l  spcc imens " . . .  " bu t  t hc  rea l  p rob l cn t  i s  t ha t  t h i s  who l c
group extends f rom New Zealand,  throLrgh tcntpL-ratc arr t l  t ropical  Asia,  to
t ropical  Afr ica,  ancl  is  in  gra i ,e need oI  a conrprehensivc nronographic rev is ion."

The othcr "fl 1td7'6r'rr,t ' tt 'specics" i l iscovered about 19(r8 by K. E,. Bull irs a lawn
wecd at  Bayhal l  Road.  again in  Tunbr idge Wcl ls .  was "cx l )c l ' t ly"  nanrcd as
I I .  microphvl la  A.  Cunn. .  but  on c loser  inspect ion i t  has been founcl  to  be a
smal l - leavccl  ancl  conlpact  f t i rm of  thc unrc late( l  but  superf ic ia l ly  s imi lar
Sibthorp ia europaea L.  i - {b.  EJC. I t  s t i l l  : ;uccessfu l ly  surv ives therc.

Lathyrus annuus L.  Appeared in 1he garc lcn of  Mrs J.  Swanbr l rough at  Pcw
Hi l l ,  Chippenharn (Wi l ts l r i re)  c lu l ing Junc 1975 a l thr iugh no b i rc l -scccl  has becn
scattere(l therc sincc 1963 ! Dct. EJC. The l-3 flowcrecl racenle o1' yellorvish
f lorvcrs and t l tc  tuberculate sccds are character is t ic  featurcs of  th is  N4cr l i lc r rancan
species.

Verotti<'a r(pcns C'larion ex DC. [,awn weed of Knockontic House. ncar Furrcs
(Moray) .  ALrg.  197-5.  Miss M. McCal lum Webster .  Hb.  EJC. Conf .  J .  E,-  Louslcy.
This perennia l  p lant  is  a nat ive of  damp placcs in  thc mounta i r rs  of  Cors ica ancl
Southern Spain and is  grown in our  sarc lens as a lc lw c le l icate nross- l ikc creep.J ' r
goocl  for  ground-cover  on the rockery.  l ts  f lowers are up to l0  mm in d ianreter .
Docs anyone know of  i t  becoming invasive e lsewhere '? I t  is  one of  the p lants
men t i oncd  by  D .  McC l i n tock  i n  h i s  cxce l l cn t ; r r t i c l e  on  A l i cn  Loy ,n  Wccds  i n
RITS loLtrnal 85:216-280 (1960).

Comment on Consolida
A. C. Leslie's article on Consolida in lhe last Ne,rls has ch'awn attcntion to thc

widespread misuse of thc name "C. orientali. i" for C. ambigua (L.) P. W. Ball ancl
Heywoocl ;  on re-checking specinrens I  c l iscover  that  I  have ncvcr  seen t rue
C. or ie t t to l i .s  (Gay)  Schr i ic l inger  e i thcr  as an a l icn or  in  garc lens.  This error  is
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unfor tunate ly  widespread in the Br i t is l t  l i tcrature.  One of  my sheets I  now not ice
is Consolida ambigua x Delphinium sp. (I haven't yet heard of an intergeneric
hybrid narne for this cross!) with l-3 uneclually developed carpels per flower--
this white-flowcred hortal acivenLive occurred on a refuse-tip at Stone (West Kent)
in  Scptember 1914.

Finale
Who can draw? Could anyone produce l ine-drawings to i l lust rate these ar t ic les?

A good i l lust rat ion is  far  bet ter  than nrany descr ipt ive words.  Ideal ly  I  would l ike
to assemble a collection which I could delve into for each Aelvantive lVews: any
plants not i l lustrated in oul standard Br-it ish floras would be suitable iterns.

Mr J.  E, .  Dandy has again very k i r rd ly  chcckcd the nonrenclature of  these notes
ancl hclped in other rvays.

I  look forward to recc iv ing ntorc oI  your  rccorr ls  and problenr  specinrerrs.
Entc J. Ct,errar'Nr'

lJ Slrclford, Burritt Road,
King.slott, .Sarre-t ', KT | 3H R

CAREX PUNCTATA IN CORNWALL

The c lass ic  Cornis l r  s tat ion of  th is  scdge is  a c l i fT- face wcst  of  Clhar lestown near
St  Auste l l  (20/05) .  Here C.  punctata Gaud.  pers is ts ,  though i t  sh i f ts  i ts  ground in
accordarncc wi th changes in the vegetat ion.  The hol low,  h igh up on the c l i f f ,
where fifteen years ago it lvas dontinant, is n<lw overgrown with scrub and thc
seclge can no longer be seen in it, though plentiful belolv.

C.  punctata has bcen repor ted f rom three other  p laces in  Contwal l .  t  have fa i led
to f ind i t  a t  Polst reath Cove.  Mevagisscy.  (20104).  though the s i tuat ion is  ent i re ly
sui table.  Thc L izard record (10/( r l ) ,  so Professor  Tut in in forms me, was an error
for C. distons. Thc third record is the Perrycostes', as given in Thurston and
Vigurs' Supplement (922) to Davey's Flora of Cornwttl l ' .  "Freshwater, near
Polperro,  1914."  The name "Freshwater"  is  not  in  any map or  gazet tccr  but  is  s t i l l
used locally fclr the place where a stream meets the sca about a mile west of
Polp: r ro (20 115).  Today only C.  cxtensa is  there;  and,  as no spccimen can be t lacet l ,
one canfrot tell i f the Pe rrycostes really saw C. puncttttu.

In addi t ion Miss B.  M.  Sturdy th is  sunrmer spot ted a s ingle p lant  growins,  very
uncharacteristically, in long grass on the cliff top about two miles south of
Mousehole QAl42) .  Mr L.  J .  Marget ts  and I  conf i rmed the determinat ion and
on 27 September explored the area together, f inding between 70 ancl 80 plants
at the base of the cliffs below Miss Sturily'5 staticln. The sedge extended over more
than a quarter of a mile but rvas largely concentrated in two spots. The area is
most  for tunatc ly  adjacent  to a neu,naturc reservc.  Kemyel  Crease.  just  acquired
by the Cornwal l  Natura l is ts '  Trust .

This supposedly rare sedgc may wel l  be more common than is  imagined.  I t  is
easily overlooked-because it frcquently occurs as single plants, because it some-
times fails to flower. ancl because of confusion with the much commoner C. di.stans.
In fact  C.  putzt ' to to normal ly  f lowers much later  than C.  d i ,s tons,  which by the end
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of  August  has usual ly  dropped i ts  r ipe u l r ic les just  when C.  pur tc ' la la is  at  i ts  best .
In addition, the leaves ol C. punctala are often muclr broader (up to 8 mm) and
of a brighter, yellower green thar.r those of C. distans; the habit is more upright.
as are the female spikes;  the ut r ic les pro ject  at  an angle of  90c f ronr  the ax is  of
the stem (those of C. distans ascencl, at 45o); the male glumes are gingery brown,
not  purp l ish brown as in  C.  d is lans;  and the krwest  bract  is  usual ly  longer t l ran the
inflorescence.

The shin iness of  the ut r ic le  is  not  a complete ly  safe guide,  for  a forur  o l 'C.
clistans with shiny utricles is comnron in tlre west (as on the [,rzarcl), nor have I
found the shapc of  the leaf-sheath a very re l iab le character .

C. pttnctata shoulcl be lookecl fclr rvherever water trickles down a cliff, or in
cracks ancl  gr ikes of  any lock-p lat forr r r  above h igh-rvater  malk but  wi th in leach
of  thc spray.  l t  appeurrs to have s<lme specia l  requi rement  as a resul t  o f  which i t
is  never .  I  bc. l ieve,  found in company wi th Cl .  d is tons.  thouglr  i t  is  sonret inres
associatecl with C. demissct or C. sero!ina. In Wales and in Dorset it is also a plunt
of  dune-s lacks,  but  in  south Cornwal l  th is  habi tat  hard ly  occurs.

R.  W. D,rvru

ROADSIDE VERGES

It  would probably be acccptecl  by a l l  B.S.B. [ .  nrembers that  roadsic le vcrges wct 'c
valuablc hahi tats  fc l r  wi ld  f lowers,  and that  seasonal  cut t ing of  thc grass wi ls  ar l
impo r tan t  f ac to r  i n  ma in ta in ing  them.  The  t im ing  and  f requency  o f  cu t t i ng  has
been a bone of  content ion,  but  i t  has a lways been nccessary to cut  at  somet inte lo
suppress thc nrost  aggressivc c()arse.Qrowing p lants ancl  prevcnt  invasion by scrub.
However,  i t  wi l l  by now bc fa i r ly  vr idc ly  knowrr  that  the Department  of  the
Envi rorrment ,  as the Fl ighu,ay Authol i ty  for  Motolways ancl  Trunk roads,  has
instr r - rc ted i ts  agents ( the County Counci ls)  that  therc is  to  be no more mowing of
roadsidc grass on these roacls  cxcept  in  a nunrber  of  spccia l  c i rcumstances.  I t  has
also suggested to Clounty Ciounci ls  that  they shoulc l  apply s i rn i lar  pol ic ies to thei r
own roar ls  ( the greatest  nr i leage).  Sonrc counci ls  wi l l  do th is  but  several  l ravs
quer iet l  the ac lv ice ancl  wi l l  probably cont i t rue gencral  mowing on nrost  roads.

The specia l  c i rcumstances nrent ioncd above inc luc le nrowin-e for  safety,  s igh(-
l ines.  c l ra inage and f i re  contro l .  but  a lso inc ludc provis ion for  "s i tes l is ted as being
of  outsta l rd ing botanical  in terest ,  wherc a specia l  system of  nranagement is
requi rec l " .  The intent ion is  that  the l is t  o f  s i tes shal l  be provic led by the Nature
( lonservarrcy Counci l ,  but  th is  wi l l  usual lv  be c le legated to County Natura l is t 's- f rusts.  

L is ts  of  a l l  the Natura l is t 's  
' I ' rusts 

s i tes (cxcept  in  one or  two cases wherc
there was such a degree of secrecy that infornration was refusecl to me, which may
yet  prove 1o be thei r  unclo ing)  are g iven in Monks Woocl  Occasional  repor t  No.  2
(Co-operation for Conservation of Rural Roacl Verges) copies of which have been
sent  to a l l  County Highway and County Planning departments in  England ancl
Wales,  ancl  to  a l l  Natura l is ts  Trusts.

These l is ts  are r " rsual ly  of  c l i te  s i tes onl -v  ancl  there nrust  be many more p laccs
in every County where,  uncler  the ncw c i rcumstances,  sonre form of  management
nrust  bc cxerc isecl  to  nra inta in ex is t ing.  but  not  nccessar i ly  outstancl i r rg.  herbaceous
vegetat ior . r  on roadsic les.  I t  seenrs to nre therefore real ly  very inrpor tant  now that
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al l  menrbers who have knowlcdgc of  roadsi t le  s i tcs o l 'more than orc l i r tary botanical
in terest  should in form thei r  local  County Natura l is ts  Trust  as soon as possib le so that
the locat ion can be checkecl  a-qainst  thc County I is t  o f  protectec l  s i tes.  In  addi t ion.
B.S.B. l .  merrbers (ancl  who bet ter?)  should constant ly  be on the lookout  for  f resh
roadside s i tes where the ex is t ing botanical  in terest  may be at  r isk i f  therc is  no
nranagenrent .  ancl  keep the Natura l is t 's  Trust  in forned of  thersc.  l t  wi l l  bc up to thc
Natura l is t 's  Trusts t ( )  agree wi th thei r  local  Counci ls  which s i tcs can in pract ice bc
accepted.

J. M. Wrv
A4 ctn k s W ootl E.t' perintanlol St otiort

IIIELD STUDIES A'[ ARDTORNISH

Ardtorn ish is  an enormous Victor ian hr iusc towcr ing up in  the mi t ld le of  a
proport ionatc ly  cnornrous gardcn.  f ronr  thc lorver  sout l r  fac ing s lopes of  a woodet l
h i l l  be tween  thc  mou ths  o l ' two  sn ra l l  and  t yp i ca l l y  Wes t  H igh land  r i ve rs .  l t
comnrands a r , iew st ra ight  c lown l .och, \ l ine ancl  a, jn iss lhe Souncl  to  the h ighest
h i l l s  o f  t he  I s l e  o l 'Mu l l .  No  be t te r  cen t re  cou ld  be  i n rag ined  fo r  t he  exp lo ra t i on  o l
t hc  pcn insu la  o f  Morve rn ,  i r  t r ac t  o f  w i l c l  coun t r y .  wh i ch .  dcsp i t e  t hc  wca l t h  an i l
d ivers i ty  of  i ts  f lora ancl  fauna.  is  probably known to l 'ewcr  r ratura l is ts  than anv
equa l l y  e t ccess ib l c  a rca  i n  Sco t l and .  Bu t  t he  recen t  acqu i s i t i on  by  t he  S .P .N .R .  o f  t hc
bet ter  par ts  of  the two r ichest  h i l ls  in  the peninsula,  which actual ly  march wi t l r
the Ardtr l rn ish cstate.  conf i rnrs thc suspic ion,  which has becn growing in nre for
morc than twenty years,  that  thc best  u l t inrate futurc I 'or  t l rosc par ts  of  Morvcrn
that  are not  a l ready af forestec l  nray wel l  bc as a naturc rescrve.

With th is  possib i l i ty  in  nr inc l .  I  anr  th ink ing of  organiz ing at  Arc l torn ish,
between mid-Junc ancl  nt id-JLr ly  1976,  t l r rce of  fo t r r  exper imenta l  courses,  eacl t
last ing zr  week.  in  re lat ive ly  c lenrcntary I ic ld  botany.  At  th is  s tage a l l  I  am t ry ing
to c l iscover  is  what  denrand,  i f  any,  thcre woulc l  bc l 'or  th is  k ind of  hol iday.  Sincc
al l  par t ic ipants woulc l  hc spaciously  and conr f< l r tably  horrscd.  and I  hope adequate ly
fec l  at  Ardtorn ish.  thc nrax i r lum nunrbcr  for  each week would be only about  15,
l nd  t he  cos t ,  t hough  to  a  cc l t a i n  ex | ' cn t  ad jus tab le  t o  t hc  r cqu i r cmen ts  o f  t hc
nra. jor i ty .  woulc l  bc correspondin. r r ly  h igh:  ccr ta in ly  not  lcss than f40.  possib lv
ovcr  f50.  lndecd th:  conrbincr l  d isat lvarr tagc of  a long r tnc l  expcnsi rc  j r r r r rncr , .
the cost l iness of  a l l  suppl ies owing to thc d is tance t l rey have to be t ransporter l .
i tnr l  an ahnornra l ly  h igh avcrage ra in la l l  n tay prove fata l  to  the pro ject  bcfo le
i t  i s  cvcn  l aunchc r l .  And  apa r t  f r on r  an  abundan t  supp l y  o f  ho t  wa tc r .  t l r e
cour t terbalancing advantages,  to  be fourrc l  in  t l re  scencry and i ts  acccssor ies,  arc
tnore in tponclerable.  I  wi l l  hcre content  mysel f  by l is t ing a r i rnc lom but  representa-
t ive t rssor t rnent  of  a dozen p lants lhat  are to be seen in local  abunclance (and a l l  but
the f i r .s t  two rv i t l t in  a qu:r r tcr  of  a nr i le  of  a passablc loacl )  in  th is  one smal l  area:- -
Arenaria norvegic'a,Cardantinopsis pctraea,I)rosera .r obot'ata, Isoctas echinosporct,
Homrnarbya poludos<t, Rltynclnspora lusca, Drytptcris aemula (in associatirln
with both species of I ' lvntenophyllum and Listera cordata), Cephalanthera longi-
folia, Ortltiliu scc'urtcla, Orobanche alba. Carunt vertic'illatu,n ancl Ligustrunt
.sc'olit ' t.ttn. Satl ly. Spironlhes rornonzoll iana, being alrnost impossiblc to cletect
before ear ly  August ,  must  on that  accoul l t  a lonc l re omit tc i l  I ' ronr  LI . r is  l is t .  But
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sonre of  these p lants i r rc l iv idual ly  arc not  t r l l
could you be cont idcnt  o l '  seeing p lenty o l '

all 12?
Whether  or  not  I  proceed wi th th is  pro ject  and,  i f  so.  whethcr  I  inv i tc  cer ta in

wel l -known botanists  to come as leaders of  nrore specia l isec l  courses,  depencls on
what  react ion,  i f  any.  th is  note evokes.  I f  anybody who reads i t  is  suf f ic ient ly
interested to contenrplate coming to Ardtorn ish.  I  should bc most  gratcfu l  i f  he or
she would.  as soon as possib le,  not  only  wr i te  to the adcl ress below to te l l  nrc so,
but  a lso answer the fo l lowing quest ions:-

l .  What  would be the maxinrunr  you would bc prcpared to pay lo l  sr . rch a week.
inc luc l ing the t ransport  essent ia l  to  the course ' l

2 .  I f  necessary.  in  order  to increasc nunrbers und thereby reducc costs,  wor. r ld
you be wil l ing tcl share a bedroonr?

3.  Would you prefer  courses to run f rom Weclnesday to Weclnesday in ordcr  to
obtain the micl-week recluction in rail fares, or fronr Saturdtry to Saturclay trr
conf ine your  hol ic lay to a s ingle work ing weck?

4.  I f  you come by car ,  would you be wi l l ing,  i f  su i tably  re imhurscd,  a.  to  br ing
others wi th you f ronr  the sarre d i rect ion,  zrnc l  h.  to  usc thc car ,  i l '  neccssary.  for
excurs ions dur ing the week?

I t  is  perhaps worth adding,  for  those wi th nor t -botanical  spouses who might  even
so be persuadecl  to  jo in the par ty .  that  other  pursui ts  fo l  which fac i l i t ies and
guic lance are a lso avai lable inc lude b i rd-watching and f ish ing on a var iety  of  lochs.

JoHN R,tv l r l ,
Dot'v,ra's Monor.

Sha pret h ,
Roy,stott,

Ilt,rt.r. SG8 6P,S

fSOO TO SPARE?

A ntost  exc i t ing brochurc on Cape Flowcr Tours has beerr  received f ronr  South
Afr ican Travel .  Any nrenrber  in terestec l  can obta in deta i ls  f rom: A.  A.  Over lancl
ToLrrs (Pty)  Ltd.  at  Srv iss Centre,  l0  Warc lour  Street ,  London.  WIV 3 lJC.
Botanical l{oliclays (sonre more moclerately pricecl) are also organisecl by Cox
ancl  Kings L. tc l . : -  tours to Turkey ancl  Afg,hanistan,  the ls l i rnd of  Cors ica,  Corfu
ancl  Sic i ly ,  and mounta in centres in  the Pyrenees,  Tyro l ,  Hig l r  Tatras,  ancl
Dolomites.  Deta i ls  f ront  Vulcan House,46 N, , larshal l  St rect .  London WIV 2pA.
Also by Wayfarers to the Pyrenees,  Swiss Alps,  etc . .  deta i ls  f ronr  176 Tot tenhant
Court  Roacl ,  Lonclc ln wlP 0DE. Many of  these tours are led by B.S.B. l .  nrenrbers.

PLANT REQUEST

_ S,9eds orcut t ings of  the conrmon barberry Berber isvulgar is  wantcd by Mr c.  R.
Hi l l ,  31 I  Dickson Road,  Blackpool ,  Lancs.  ,FY1 2JL.  Mr Hi l l  has founi l  that  nrany
specics arc obta in i rb le f rorr r  nrr rser ies,  bt r t  not  th is  onc.
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LETTERS

M ISNOMER
The Old Housc.

Ashbourne.
Derbyshi re DE6 1AJ

24 October,  1975
Thc  Ec l i t o r .  B .S .B . l .  Ncws
Dear Si r .

The enjoyable account  of  the "Spot ted Pinrpernel"  in  Miss Hyslop 's  le t ter  in
B.S.B.L News No.  l0  recal ls  another  in t r igu ing example of  journal is t ic  botany
which I  not i r :ed in  one of  the London dai l ies reccnt ly .  In  an otherwise wel l -
reportecl account of the conservation of a wetland site we were tolcl of "the Marsh
Orchid. Da<'t1,l i.t, otherwise knorvn as Marsh CincSrefoil" . . . ?

You rs  s i nce re l y ,
(M iss )  Ka th l cen  Ho l l i c k

AIi.BUTUS UNE,DO
Nzrt ional  Mus:cunr  of  Wales.

Department  of  Botany
30th Sentembcr.  1975

f ) c i r r  Mr  Rcckc t t .

Wi th reference to Mr Noclder 's  notc ( )n Ar l tu lus un<'doin B.S.B. l .  Ncws No.  10.
i t  may be of  in tercst  to  quote Mrs Gr ieve 's  in terprctat ion o l '  t l . rc  mcaning of  the
name " [ J r redo " ,  i n  hc r  Modern  Herba l  ( 1931 ) :  " .  . .  t he  f r u i t  was  known  to  t hc
ancicnts.  but  according to Pl iny (whr;  .gave the t rce the name of  Arbutus)  was not
held in  much esteem, as the namc impl ies (un ede-one I  eat) .  thc f ru i ts  being
consic lered so unpalatable,  that  no oue tast ing thent  for  the f i rs t  t ime would be
temp ted  to  r cpea t  t he  cxpe r imcn t .  Neve r the less ,  t he re  i s  somc  ev idencc  l ha l  a t  onc
t ime the f lu i t  was an ar t ic le  of  c l ie t  wi th thc ancients" .

Yours fa i th fu l ly ,
S .  G .  Ha r r i son .  Kccpc r '

ANSWDR TO A PROBLEM?

The kecn amateur  botanist  can c i iuse cer ta in problems for  the busy professional
by inundat ing them wi th parcels  of  spccinrens ancl  th is  is  aggravated i f  the la t ter
l rappens to d is l ike le t terwr i t ing.  An zr l l -prr lpose form sontcth ing l ikc thc fo l lowing
nr ight  be of  benef i t  to  both:

Thank you for  yoLrr  conrmunicat ion/phone cal l /parcc l /packet .  (Spacc for  others)
I  /we was/were del ighted/surpr ised/p leased/ interested to receive i t / them.

Your specinrens arr ived beaut i fu l ly  packed/very f resh/ in  goocl  order /a t r i f le
c l ry /a l i t t le  mouldy.  I /we was/were away when the parcel  arr ivet l  so ident i f icat ion
is  not  nolv  possib le. /Ple ase uste more st i f fen ing.
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Please scnd further material/no further material/more next season/with fruits/
in flower/pressed/living/rooted./Please do not send more specimens ti l l  you hear
f rom me/us.  I /we are not  accept ing any fur ther  mater ia l  th is  year / t i l l  next  year /
unt i l  fur ther  not ice.  I  lwe amlare leaving the country.

I wil l examine them immediately/as soon as possible/when I have a l itt le more
t ime/next  week/next  month/af ter  the hol idays/ la ter  on.

Please do not put any further offerings through the letter box when my wife/
husband/mother/housekeeper is out, the last three/lot(s) have been eaten by the
dog/my youngest /destroyed by the cat /mice/hamsters which unfor tunate ly  are in
the hal l  most  of  the day.  He/she/ i t / they are a l lerg ic  to th is  p lant .

Ar.rsoN RurnnnnoRu

BIOLOGICAL CURATORS GROUP

Following a preliminary meeting held in Leicester on Friday 18th April 1975
a Bio logical  Curators Group has now been formed wi th the fo l lowing terms of
reference:-

l. To facil i tate the exchanse of information between individuals concerned
with collections of specim-ens and records, their conservation ancl interpreta-
t ion.

2.  To present  the v iews of  b io logical  curators to the l luseunrs Associat ion ancl
to other  bodies.

A f i rs t  general  meet ing of  the Group wi l l  be held in  London in December and
this wil l be followed by further mcetings and seminars on specific topics at different
locat ions in  the Uni ied Kingdom. i t  is  a lso p lanned io proc lu ie a quar ter ly
Newslet ter-

Membership of  the Group is  open to a l l  in terested indiv iduals at  an annual
subscr ipt ion of  f  l .  Fur ther  deta i ls  and appl icat ion forms are avai lable f  rom
G. Stansf ie ld,  B.Sc. ,  F.M.A. ,  c /o The Department  of  Museum studies.  Univers i tv
of  Leicester ,  152 Upper New Walk,  Leicester  LEI  7QA.

INDIVIDUAL RECORD CARDS

It  seems that  some ntembers have not  seen or  used the current  Bio logical  Records
Centre p ink Indiv idual  Record Ctr rds recommended for  use wi th ihe I r ish lvy
Survey.  To help wi th submit t ing these and other  recorc ls  accurate ly  the fo l lowing
abstract from the B.R.C's booklet Instructions for Recorder.s is reprintecl here.

N.B. These cards are also used to record animals so that some of the "boxes" on
the card are irrelevant for plant recording.

These cards are used for recording one species from one locality. They should
be used.only.when i t  is  desi rable to g ive more in format ion about  a 'specimen (e.g.
precise location) than is allowed for on the Field Cards. They must be-used for rare
ancl crit ical species; ancl shoulcl also be used for recording hybrids (see "Sub-
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species") .  Data wr i t tcn in  thc box.es provided on the f ront  of  thc car t l  wi l l  be
t iansferret l  t9  80-colunrr r  punchct l  carc is  which can be processed by computer  and
by the nracl r inery at  BRC.

The or ig inal  hand-wr i t ten carc ls  rcceivcd by the Centre wi l l  have only the species
rruntber  a ic l  thc Vicc-county number punchecl  so as not  to  obl i terate the wr i t ten
recorcl. They wil l then be sortecl nrechanically for f i l in-s. If they are at all damaged
the machines wil l not accept thent and they witl have to be re-written. For this
reason they nrust  nc l t  be:

a)  used in the f ie lc l  :

b)  fo lc led:

c)  fastenecl  together  wi th papcr  c l ips;

d)  helc l  tc lgether  wi th ruhbcr  bancls t rn le ss protcctet l  by carc lbt lar t l .

J 'he carc l  shoulc l  be conrpletec l  as fo l lows:

GENUS &  SPECIL ,S  Nanrc ,  p re fe rab l y  sc ien t i l i c .  I n  cap i t a l s .

SUII -SPECIES. ETC. Natr tc  o[  sub-species,  var ic ty  or  2nd pr t rcnL o[  hybr ic l .

C;RlD REFERENCE Using the 8 spaces providecl  f i l l  in  the gr ic l  refercr lcc (see
instruct ions l -or  gr i r l  rc fet 'ences)  c .g.  52123174(t

fsi u ll i i i]-Ll 4 tli,l : if .nly I knr gritl refercncc knowtt

e g.32l1r s+ [ : ]  z l l  7[1 f l I lE] ;  i f  only r0 knr gr icr

reference known, c.g.44I5|  EpIET-l  l . t I  ] - - ]

VICE COUNTY

LOCALITY

At,TITUDIl

Nan te  an r l  nun tbc r .  c .g .

E,nter  thc nante o l  thc Lown or  v i l lage ntarkct l  on the
appropr iate I  "  O.S.  map or  the d is tar lce and d i rect ion f ronl
such u p lace.  l f  possib le th is  should be statec l  in  twenty
le t t e r s  o r  l ess ,  c .g .  3  kn r  S .W.  K IMBOLTON o r  5  m ls .  N '
CAMBRIDGE ( i . e .  p l ace  nan res  i n  caP i ta l s ) .

When known th is  shoLr lc l  bc statcc l  in  feet  or ,  preferably,
n le t r cs .  e .g .

[s""ft o."nn ]
rt tE

i+;-l
[]_]l sl Tttil

t t ooo tr 
-'l

fr-T--[ fccr
[ i iL]
in  feet  in  the boxes for

nl et rcs

N.B.  Do not  put  n least t rentents
nlet res.



HABITAT

DATE

RECORDITR'S
N A M E

RECORDER'S
NUMBER

STATUS NAT.
INT.
ESC.

MIG.
CAS.

l
2
-'i
A

5
6
7
8
9

l 0
1 l
t 2

l 9

Describe the habitat in which the specimen was found, if
possible to fit one of the foliowing categories:

Woocllancl
Scrub
Lowlancl hcatlr
Basic grassland
Neutra l  or  ac id grassland
Marsh or  fen
Acluatic habitats
Hedgerow and roadsidc
Waste .qround, walls (rudcral)
Natura l  open habi tats ,  c l i f fs  and screes.  mounta in tops.
sand dunes,  sh ingle
Arable
Bog and moor land
Non-classifiable

For c lasses 0 9 aud l2 i t  should a lso be stated i f  the habi tat
is  mar i t imc.

Inscr t  day,  nronth and year ,

e.s.  23rd August  .  te66 ' , ;1 . ,  
]o  ,s  I  r

In the casc of a field record this is the name of the person

"vho 
saw the specimen and is f i l l ing in the card. For a

museum specimen it wil l be the name of the coilector
whiclr appears on the label. For a l iterature record it wil l
be the name citcd.

Urr lcss you have a l ready been a l located a number by
I l .R.C.  th is  should be omit ted.

Rart ty ,  s tetus and sol l rce are recorded by drarv ing a d iagonal  l ine through the
appropr iate box.  The abbreviat ions are as fo l lows:

RARITY RARE - locally rare (normally used only when the specics is known
to be conf ined to a s ingle local i ty  not  exceeding I  knr
square in  extent  wi th in a l0  km square) .
local ly  ext inct  (known to have occurret l  in  the l0  knr
square but now absent (and not recordccl for x years).)

nat iVe.

introduced or planted deliberately.
escaped f rom garden,  or  zoe etc.  acc identa l ly .
rnigrant.

acc identa l  or  casi . ra l ,  not  pers is t ing in  natura l  surroundings
for more than a year or two.

EXT. --



SOURCE FLD.
MUS.
LIT.

ADDITIONAL
DATA

CON4MENTS &
COMPILER

DE,TAILS OF'
SOURCE,

EXPERT

: f ield.
:  museum or  l rerbar ium.
-  l i terature.

Place a diagonal l ine through the small box to the right if
therc are any additional data, and write thesc data or the
refercnce to thenr on (he back of the card (leave a margin
of  f "  inch (2 cms) at  each end) or  in  the space for
conrments.

Any br ief  comments nray bc wr i t ten in  th is  box,  a i rd/or
the name of  the person f i l l ing in  thc carc l  i f  o thcr  than the
recorder .

For  museum records inser t  the nanrc o{ '  thc museunr or '
helbar ium in which the voucher mater ia l  can be founcl ,
with the standard abbreviation if known; if in your ovrn
col lect ion or  that  of  the f inder  usc PVT (Pr ivate) .

For  l i teratu lc  rccurds g ivc the rc fc lc i rcc.  c .g.

Name of  the expert  who deterrn ined thc nratcr ia l  (when
other  than the recorder) ,  e .g.

["-*. s"'i,t'-l
[r T-r-_l

N.B.  The boxes are for  thc in i t ia ls .

Nothing should be written in the stippled areas on the card as these are nceded for
coding.  Any addi t ional  in format ion should be wr i t ten on thc back of  the carc l  (see
Addi t ional  Data) .

STOP PRESS

Atlas of the British Fl<lra
Over 400 olders have been receivecl for this. A reprint wil l be made for distribu-

tion in January/February 1976.

Network Research
The surveys of black poplar and wild service tree continue for onc more season.

Supplies of cards are sti i l  available from BRC, Monks Wood, Huntingdon.

H A R I . ' A L 6 O Y  P R I N T E R S  .  5 A F F R O N  W A L D E N


