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AMBIGUITY lN BIOGEOGRAPHY: THE 'BRITISH' PROBLEM

It is commonly impossible to tellwhether a writer, in writing of a British plant
or animal, means to refer to Britain only, or to Britain and lreland.

The term 'British lsles', whilst not in itself ambiguous, encourages the use
of the adjective 'British' in an ambiguous manner, as there is no adjective
meaning 'of the British lsles'. To avoid this confusion, the term 'British'should

be restricted so as to refer to Britain only;where both the major islands of the
group are intended, it is necessary to say'British and lrish'. The failure of
authors to make these distinctions is a frequent source of puzzlement and
annoyance to lrish readers. To give a particularly objectionable example: in a
note in a recent issue of a (British)zoologicaljournal, under a caption 'Rare

whale sighted in British waters', we read that this actually took place off the
coast of County Clare. The problem is by no means new and, as long ago as
1 906, R.L. Praeger, the distinguished lrish botanist, drew attention to just this
difficulty in a short note in the /rish Naturalist 15:41.

Recently, the Society's Council has been concerned to find that 'British'

used in this incorrect, inclusive sense, has crept insidiously into the Society's
publications and documents (e.9. our Prospectus). This is doubly unfortunate,
as it is not only discoudesy to our lrish members, but also, as a slipshod and
imprecise expression, it should find no place in the output of a serious scien-
tific society. The Council is anxious to reaffirm its strong commitment to the
conjoint structure of the Society, which we are convinced is in the best poss-
ible interests of plants and botanists in these islands. In so doing, we urge
members to take all possible oppodunities to strengthen the link provided by
the Society between the botanists of Britain and lreland.

Having regard to the above, the Council resolved on the following actions
at the meeting on 24 November 1983.

1. To request all officers and editors of the Society to be specially mindful
of the need to avoid the ambiguous use of 'British'.

2. To provide a subtitle for general use with the name of the Society, to
make as clear as is possible within a very concise format the conjoint
character of the Society.

3.To invite the lrish Committee to produce a brochure suitable for use
in lreland.

4. To publish a note in the Society's 'News' drawing the attention of all
members to the problem.

John F.M.  Cannon
President

Daniel L. Kelly
Chairman, lr ish Committee



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING PROGRAMME T984

Further Information

Following the A.G.M. at the Linnean Society in London on Saturday 19 May (see
separate programme in Annual Report in this mail ing), members are invited to visit
the Dept of Botany at the Natural History Museum from 2.3Opm onwards. Staff wil l
explain aspects of their work and it wil l be possible to see the herbaria and botany
library. At 4.3Opm Mrs Joyce Pope of the Museum's Zoology department wil l give
an il lustrated lecture entit led 'Insects and Plants'. It is hoped that many members
will take advantage of the opportunity to see "behind the scenes" in the Museum
Botany Department.

The excursions on Sunday 20 May wil l start at 10.30am from the car park under
the viaduct near Abbey Wood Station. There are frequent trains to and from Charing
Cross, London Bridge and Waterloo. As the detailed it inerary is not available yet,
several options exist lbr botanical exploration of Thamesmead, not usually accessible
and ccmprising interesting ditches, ruined foundations etc, Woolwich Arsenal with
contaminated ground or a group of ancient woodlands. Members are requested to
assemble promptly and come equipped with stout or waterproof footwear and
luncheon refreshments.

JOANNA MARTIN, Calthorpe House, Calthorpe St, BANBURY, OX16 8EX.
N.B. New address from 21.5.84. 7O Castlegate, GRANTHAM, Lincs.

HON. GEN. SEC'S NOTES
Your Membership Number

Puzzled enquiries have followed requests for members to quote their mem-
bership no. (e.g. see Page 2 ADMINISTRATION, enquiries to Hon. Treasurer).
Here is the explanation: Your number is the 5-figure code by which you are iden-
tif ied on the Hon. Treasurer's BSBI membership computer l ist. Hence the request
for you to quote this in correspondence about subscriptions or address es. You can

find your number on the address label on the envelope in which this mail ing was
enclosed - and on all your BSBI mail ing envelopes.

Field Meeting Bookings
When field leaders reported on their meetings last 1rear, on several occasions.

booked members had failed to arrive; mostlS' without warning the leader, and in
some cases where numbers had to be l imited some advance bookings had been
turned away but the participants on the day were then less than the permitted num-
ber.  Ai though i f  cancel la t ions are unavoidable at  the last  minute i t  may not  be poss-
ible to contact the leader befbre assemblyr t ime, a note of apologv to the leaderwould
then be appreciated.  PLEASE inform the leader i f '  vou are unable to go af ter
bookine.

A member who did get to his meeting was Dave Earl and allowed himself plenty of
time to hitch-hike the long journey to Golspie, Sutherland, had unexpectedly good

lifts and arrived 36 hours earlvl
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To Honour Professor Clapham
A day symposium has been organised by the New phytologist Trust and the

university of Sheffield to honour the 8Oth birthday of prof A.R. clapham c.B.E.,
Ph.D., Litt.D., F.R.s. on Mav 1gth 1984. unfortunatery this is also the date of the
BSBI/AGM and Presidential Address in London. However, we shall be represented,
as 4 of the speakers are members of BSBI including Max Walters, who as vice-
President wil l take our message of congratulations to prof Clapham. For any mem-
bers not able to get to London but possibly to Sheffield,T'he Ftora and Vegetation of
Britain: Origins and Changes - the facts and their interpretation wiII be in the Arts
Tower. Lecture Theatre 4, University of Sheffield on Saturdav 19th Mav 0g.15
-  1 7 . 3 0 .

Plant Import Regulations
In BSB/Neur.s 35 page 3, coltecting Plants Abroad, the acldress for MAFF was

given as cannon Street, London. I am grateful to John southey for pointing out that
the Uni t  has returned to:
M.A.F.F., Plant Health Administrative Unit, Great Westminster House. Horseferrv
Road ,  LONDON SW1 2AE.

For some years now the Conservation Committee, with the help of Sara Oldfield
at Kew, has been working on a Code of conservation of plants for travellers abroad.
It is now hoped that the finalised version wil l be published by the R.H.S. in April in
The Garden as A conseruation reminder. part of Plant heatth legislation and the Ear-
dener by- Peter Q. Rose.

In BSBI News 35 page {  the ,S'pecimens in p last i t  bag.^ is  supplementan- to the instruct ions for  post ing
sele< ted specimens to our Panel  of  Relelees September '  198;1.  I t  is  not  intended as advice for  col lect ine
p lan t s  a l r r r ' 2 f l .

Churchyard Conservation
Congratulations to the Northamptonshire Rural Communitv Council who have

initiated a Conseruation Churchyard of the Year Award.
This ideal ly  counteracts the 'shave,  mow and scrape'pol ic ies which have been

promoted b-v the Best Kept Vil lage competit ions? other Counties, please note and
fo l l ow  su i t l

In sus.sex the Best Kept \/ i l lage was again won by staplefield, and it is encourag-
ing to hear that points were awarded by the judges for the measures taken to Drotect
orchids in  the church-vard.

Ses<.y uicenten a11'
(bngratulat ions to the f lootham School .  Yolk.  Natural  Historv Societv which celebrated i ts  ses-

qui(entenal 'v  on 2l l rd Februarv 1984. thus preceding the l lotanical  Societv of  L6ndon/Botanical
Exch: inge ( l lub/Botanical  Socien'of  the tsr i t ish Is les bv 21ears.  We shal l  be celebrat ing our 1 l l0th
ann i ve rsan ' i n  1986 .

Donat ion to BSII I  Archives
' I -hanks.  

to Max Walters who has l ) r 'esente( l  to f lSf l l  Archives an annotated copv of  L.st  of  Br i t ish
I l on t sbv ( l .C .Dn rce  l g08 .Th i scopv i s l i r rm theL ib ra r vo l t he la teMaybudCampbe l l andhas insc r i p -
t i o t t s  f ) um  I ) r uce .  L l l i c  I ) r ' abb le  and  l i b ra r v  s t amps  and  s i gna tu re  ( 1941 )o f  A . J .  lV i lmo t r .  Tucked  i ns i c l e
was  a  l e t t e l  f l r rm . l oan  ( i i bbons  p resen t i ng  t h i s  copv  t o  Mavbud  i n  1952 .



In the News
Many members will have seen Max Walters in Gard,eners' World as Director of the Cambridge

University Botanic Garden; and in the current Notural World Max features on tbe In My Garden page, as
a tribute to his work at the U.B.G. from which he has recently retired. Appropriately enough the RHS has
awarded him its Victoria Medal of Honour (VMH). We send to him, and to Lorna - and the donkey - our
good wishes.

Some familiar faces may also have been recognised on a recent Thames TV programme about the
Palm House at Kew, when BSBI was asked to provide a rent-a-botanical-crowd. On arrival the instruc-
tions were "to look intelligent while Professor Bell talked on plants"! In the week of writing this, BSBI has
had no less than 4 requests from different television companies for various assistance with material for
programmes. As we are rather thinly spread and these calls usually come at very short notice, it is not
always easy to comply.

The Summer issue of Natural World promises The Black Poplar by Edgar Milne-Redhead, and
Orchid Conseruation and Protection by Lynne Farrell; both subject of special interest to BSBI.

When contacted recently by ;the new BBC Wildlife Magazine, I was pleased to recognise the name
of the Editor, Rosamund Kidman Cox, as the first winner of the Warburs Memorial Fund award in
1973. Rosamund acknowledges her grat i tude and the last ing benef i t  of  her botanical  t ravels.

Tailpiece
Overheard among harassed secretaries and officers:
"L i fe is  too short" ;  " t ime isn ' t  long enough";  " the deadl ine came up so soon".

Mary Briggs

BSBI CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

At its last meeting, Duncan Donald retired as secretary of the Conservation Com-
mittee. A number of factors had led to his decision which was reluctantly accepted
by the committee. Everyone thanked Duncan for the time and effort he
expended as secretary.

In order to lighten the load of the secretary two appointments were made to covel'
the role. Lynne Fanell will be the focus of business for the meetings of the committee and
deal with correspondence, receive information, requests for advice and the l ike,
whereas Tom Cairns wil l be the Conservation Committee representative on other
committees, notably the Wildlife Link committee.

The past few years have seen a growing responsibil i ty for the B.S.B.I. in nature
conservation, and the Conservation Committee is currently considering whether
this continuing development is in the best interest of nature conseruation and in the
best interest of the society. Should we improve our effectiveness and commitment
to this cause? or should we pass on the responsibil i ty to other organisations?

Other recent business is the preparation of the Great Britain Nature Conservation
Strategy by the Nature Conservancy Council (N.C.C.).The Conservation Committee
is considering its response to the strategy at the request of the N.C.C.

If you wish to write to us concerning any matter of plant and wildlife conservation,
please contact Lynne. We would be pleased to receive any correspondence.

M. WADE, Chairman, Conservation Committee, c/o Department of Human Sciences,
Loughborough University, LOUGHBOROUGH, Leics LE11 3TU.

The two undermentioned, invited members. were omitted from the list of Conservation Committee
which appeared in No. 35.  Our apologies to:

C.D. BRICKELL (Roy.  Hort .  Soc.)

DR D.E.G. IRVINE (Br i t .  Phycological  Soc.)
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BSBI COUNTY RECORDERS

Supplement 2 to March 1982 List

(For Supplement 1 see BSBI News 34 page 5)

* New Recorder t Change of address O Additional Recorder

14 E. SUSSEX * Mrs L.B. Burt, Boonsfield Farm, Playden, RYE
E. Sussex TN31 7QA.

39 STAFFS * Mrs A. Lee,3 Rosliston Road, Stapenhill, BURTON-
ON-TRENT, Staffs DE15 gRJ.

50 DENBS * Mrs J.A. Green, Coed Duon, Tremeirchion, ST.
ASAPH, Clwyd.

98 MAIN ARGYLL * Mr B.H. Thompson, 'Senja', Kilmory Road, LOCH
GILPHEAD, Argyll.

106 E. ROSS Vacant
107 E. SUTHERLAND f Mr J.K. Butler, Seaside Cottage, THURSO

EAST. Caithness.

IRELAND
H8 CO. LIMERICK x Mrs S. Reynolds M.Sc.,  115 Weirview Drive,

STILLORGAN, Co. Dublin.
H10 N. TIPPERARY * Mr G. Sharkey, 81 Jamestown Road, Finglas,

DUBLIN 11.
O Mr .I. Shackleton. Beech Park, CLONSILLA, Co.
Dubl in.

H13 CO. CARLOW * Miss E. Nic Lughada, 499 Howth Road, Raheny
DUBLIN 5 .

H16 W. GALWAY * Dr E.N. Kirby, Connemara National Park, LETTER
FRACK, Co. Galway.

f Dr C. Roden, Dept of Botany, University College,
Galway

H24 CO. LONGFORD * Mr H.N. McGough, 46 Strand Street,  SKERRIES,
Co.  Dub l in .

H25 CO. ROSCOMMON * Mr J.  Early,  The Walk, ROSCOMMON.
H30 CO. CAVAN * Mr P. Rei l lv.  26 Nephin Road, DUBLIN 7.

BSBI PANEL OF REFEREES AND JUDGES

Supplement  1 to September 1983 L is t

Referees have been appointed for an additional genus:

ROSACEAE
( 'o lont 'oster  Mr G.M.S. Easv.  11 Landbeach Road, )  f re. .  ml . ,  mfr

Mi l ton.  CAMBRIDGE (1B.1 4DA. )  cn. ,  petals e.rect  or  spreading
!1r  J.R.  Palmer.  l9 Water Mi l l  Wav, )  height  and growth habi t :

SOtf fH DARENTH. Kent DA4 9BB )  evergreen or  not .

(lol Kev to abbreviations, see Pcnel of Referees and Judpes, September 198i)).



THE GEARAGH - A RARE HABITAT IN CO. CORK

It is not often that BSBI members haue on opportunity to botanise where t'<'u, feet
haue explored before. As an introduction to the unique area to be t,isited this coming,
August, we are grateful to Lody Rosemary FitzGerald for this stimulating account of
her own trip there.

The Gearagh is an area of outstanding botanical interest. unti l recentlv com-
paratively unknown. It l ies near Macroom. in a long valley south of the Boggeragh
mountains, where many streams and tributaries run into the R. Lee. forming a maze
of braided channels intersecting narrow wooded alluvial islands. Liabil itv to flood-
ing, and the intractable nature of this terrain, which can only be traversed with great
diff iculty by man or his beasts, has, from time immemorial, kept the woodlands free
from the usual pressures. Tansley (1939) considered it to be forest of a pure post-
glacial type, a product of a hydrosere progressing from marsh to wet forest to climax
woodland on an ungrazed alluvial plain. The type is unknown elsewhere in the
Brit ish Isles, but is equivalent to the 'Auenwald'type known from the continent. The
9th International Plant Geography excursion visited it brieflv in 1949 (Braun-

Blanquet & Tijxen, 1952), but before their results were published a hydroelectric
scheme was begun which involved clear-fell ing much of the forest. and then drown-
ing in a reservoir. The Royal Irish Academy organised a rapid survey before the
woodlands vanished,  and a summarv of  th is  was publ ished.  (O'Rei l ly  1955).

The area was then considered a lost habitat, and remained obscure unti l recently.
But in 1982/3 interest was stimulated by tentative exploration by the Forest &
Wildlife Service, and by the outstanding achievement of a local boy, Tim Hicke5',
who won a national Young Scientist award for an ecological survev of the Gearagh.
In August 1983 the Irish Biogeographical Societv heid a meeting there. with
notable results.

1. In the West Gearagh, upstream of the reservoir, some of the ancient woodland
appears intact. The fringes are ragged, penetrated by cattle, coppiced, in one place
a stream-bed has been widened by bulldozer to make a 'road' Ibr extracting cut
wood. But in remoter parts the difference is extraordinary. The myriad stream chan-
nels meander under a completely closed canopy of Quercus robur, with attenuated
Corylus and llex beneath. The damp air encourages luxuriant growths of epiphvtes.
adding to the shadows. Any sense of direction, or indeed of the 2Oth centurv, is
rapidly lost. Often the only 'paths' are t.he channels themselves, and only newly
fallen trees let in occasional l ight. Tim Hickey was a much-needed guide through the
maze. Plant species on the islands included abundant Osmunda and Euphorbia
hiberna, and carpets of All ium ursinum showed in late summer as peculiar leafless
bundles of whitish bulbs half uncovered by the frequent floods. The woodlands
inspire a mixture of Gothic awe and scientif ic excitement.

Two of the plant associations of these woodlands have been named in outl ine
(Braun-Blanquet  & Ti ixen.  1952),  inc luding the Blechno-Quercetum, the Corv lo-
Fraxinetum and the Osmundo-Salicetum atrocinereae. but the verv rare nature of
this relic forest, and the rather brief visits of previous researchers. suggest that
much more detailed work on the precise components of the various vegetation
types, and on the biology of the wet woodlands. would be valuable. Dr James White,
a specia l is t  in  I r ish phytosocio logy,  has said " I  bel ieve i t  is  essent ia l  for  in terested
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botanists to make a definite statement on the status of the woodland, something
that has never been done, even before the hydroelectric scheme drowned so much of
i t "  (Whi te,  pers.  comm. 1983).

2. The reservoir, usually seen by botanists only as an ecological crime, in the hot
summer of 1983 offered some compensation. Large areas (my estimate approx. 40
hectares) of mud were exposed, and produced classic growths of some mud colonis-
ing species of increasing rarity in the Brit ish Isles, and of very infrequent occurrence
in Ireland at any time. Solid green swards proved tobe Limos|l la aquatica,with
'undergrowth' of Elatine hexandra, its red fruits and greener leaves like a mosaic on
the mud. The commoner Lttorella was flowering freely in the intermediate zone, and
the normal shore-line had rich growths of Polygonum species, in particular the
beautiful P. minus with slender interrupted flower spikes and narrow silver-striped
leaves. Bidens tripartita and Rorippa paLustris were also abundant, and Filaginella
ulipinosa occurred in all zones. This was the first Irish record for the Limosella
association found.It is attributable to the Cypero-Limoselletum (Oberd 1957) Kor-
neck 1960, well known from the continent, though Dr White prefers to re-name the
Gearagh association as a vicariant association. The shore.l ine vegetation belonged
to the association Bidentit i-Polygonetum hydropiperis (Miljan 1933) Lohm in Tx.
1950, of which Polygonum minus is a characteristic species.

Here too the visual aspects were striking, as the drought had revealed the former
structure of the woodland, the old channels now f'ull of stranded pondweeds, the
islands crowded with blackened stumps and roots. The day of the IBS visit was misty,
so this bone5rard of ancient forest relics was only enlivened by a few swans sail ing the
channels. and the green fuzz of Limosella. Wading for pondweeds was a ghostly
experience. but rewarded by at least 5 species including Potamogeton gramineus
and P. praeLongus, both uncommon in Ireland.

Obviously. as a chance visitor to the IBS meeting, my knowledge of the Gearagh is
superf ic ia l .  But  the p lace impressed me deeply,  and i t  is  again threatened by
development. Discovering that a BSBI meeting at the Gearagh had been arranged
for 1 8/1 9 August 1984, I was encouraged to attempt a brief summary of the l itera-
ture to date, and to add a few observations which might be of interest to botanists
intendins to v is i t  the area.

I  am much indebted to Noel  McGough.  leader of  the IBS meet ing,  to  Dr James
White (who has pallers on the mud flora and on the woodlands, in preparation) and
to Tim Hickev. for their kindness both at the meeting and in later correspondence.
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TARAXACUM PALUSTRE IN S.W. SCOTLAND

Until Dr John Richards produced his Taraxacum Flora of the British Isle s,Tarax-
acum palustre was often recorded in Scotland, but it was practically always a mis-
record. T. faeroense of the Section Spectabilia was often mistaken for it, as it also
grows in marshy ground. The only old Scottish record was Molat Hil l, Haddington,
but so far no one knows where that hil l  is. so it cannot be refound.

Taraxacum palustre sensu strictu was first found in Kirkcudbrightshire in two
places in 197 4. One of the sites was visited the following year at the meeting after
the A.G.M. at Dumfries, when is was said to be one of the largest sites in the countrv.
The nearest place it grows (outside of lreland) is in Anglesey. In the last two years I
have found three other small sites. all within the area that our Scil la uerna srows.
The plant usually associated with itis Schoenus nigricans, and looking atthe Atlas of
the British Flora,these two grow in Anglesey. However there are no "dots" between
there and VC 73, though both grow in Wigtownshire and Ayrshire. I feel sure there
must be places in that area, with dampish short turf in basic rock}' terrain, within 50
yards of the sea.

One of these new sites is also of note as the locality for Taraxacum olgae, a newly
described species which is onlv known from this site.It grows on shell shingle by the
shore , near the plants mentioned above. and should perhaps be looked for in similar
conditions. It can be distinguished by its pink adpressed bordered bracts and its
unusual-shaped spotted leaves (see drawing).

As one can see from the other drawings, the narrow unlobed leaves, which are cor-
iaceous, and the distinct ovate, scarious-margined bracts of T. palustre distinguish it
from 7. faeroense. I hope people wil l look out for these dandelions in the West of
Scot land,  the Is le of  Man and other  p laces.

I am indebted to Chris Haworth for his helpful advice.

OLGA STEWART, i4  Church Hi l l ,  EDINBTIRGH EH10 1BQ.

SOLANACEAE - again

Solanum sisymbriifoLiumLamark. Two specimens of this handsome 1m tall, pric-
kly annual weed were found growing last year in a field of fodder beet near Bicester,
Oxford, Oxon and caused considerable interest in the local press at the time. The
plants, which were identif ied by the Weed Research Organisation, (WRO) Yarton,
Oxford, belong to one of the more striking species in the genus with large, pure white
flowers and reddish -yellow berries partially covered by the accrescent spiny calyx.
A native ofthe southern states of Brazil i t is said to be poisonous and to possess nar-
cotic properties.

Recording and identification of introduced weeds is one part of the many important
functions of the WRO, which is now , alas, along with certain other important botanical
research institutions in Britain, under threat of closure because of the present
government's expenditure cuts. The illustration (on our front cover) was made by
Mrs Rosemary Wise, well-known to BSBI members for her artistic talents, from
material collected by A. Chell of ADAS. The specimen is preserued in herb
oxF.
DR B.T. STYLES. Commonwealth Forestrv Institue. OXFORD OX1 3RB.
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IVIES NATIVE AND INTRODUCED

Since the B.S.B.I. Ir ish Ivy Survey, several interesting kinds have been dis-
covered: Besides 'Irish' (Hedera hibernica 'Hibernica') and Common (H. helix),
there is Atlantic ivy, (I1. hibernica) and Colchis or Persian in several forms (1L

colchica), Algerian the 'canariensis'of commerce (H. algeriensis) and soon to be a
species - H. affine algeriensis.

Garden ' ir ish'is very common except in Ireland! It is seen on garden boundary
walls, in cemeteries and is naturalised widely in woods. Its place of origin would
seem to be Isle of Wight and parts of SW England. Because it is sub-arboreal reach-
ing that stage after the seedling Ieaves, it is excellent ground-cover, it is found from
Orkney to Japan!It is easily distinguished by its uniformly-sized and shaped foliage
which does not open flat thus catching the l ight on half of each leaf. It forms exten-
sive sheets and produces adult (arboreal. ferti le) foliage less than most ivies. It is
dark rich green, mostly glossy. The leaves are often broader than tall, the lobes wide,
short, and fairly even, the bases cordate and the fleshy-coloured petioles very long.

Common ivy is a most variable plant. But seldom reaches the leaf size of the
Atlantic and tends to be less fleshy and waxy, more leatherS', and having more
anthocyanin, darkens more in cold.11. helix is a more wiry, hardier plant, in Britain
it is found to the east in England and over most of Scotland. In N.Ireland, Wales and
SW Scotland there are mixed populations, while in Eire only 11. hibernica has so far
been found. The only sure way to tell common from Atlantic ivy, apart from
chromosomes, is by the scale-hairs.InH. helix the rays bristle about in all directions;
this is clearly seen with indoor plants on the white furry new shoots. The rays of
other l ie parallel with the leaf surface in the main, and are less obvious. Caution
should be taken with wind-swept or handled samples, as the upstanding rays fall off,
H. helix has a few flat rays which may adhere, to confuse things. Drought also affects
hair development.

H. hibernica's hairs look fewer, being slightly adpressed, and may be tinted at
bhe central boss from pale buff, to in Spanish samples, orange or brown. Atlantic ivSr
is more variable than at f irst suspected. In the Channel Isles is a form with totally
cordate foliage, many seem to be able to bronze in winter, but mainly this species is a
lighter, more olive-yellow green, glossier and faster-growing than the common, but
one from Devon has tiny leaves and grew 3 inches (8 cm) in two years! Some forms
turn red at the leaf-rim in winter.

The Colchis or Persian ivies vary. H. coLchis of Koch is naturalised quite widely,
as is the larger, matt-leaved, tooth-margined dentata, a geographical varient. Com-
mon colchica, hardly in commerce today, is very glossy, deep rich green and robust,
the leaves may reach the size of a palm, but are often smaller. The surface rises bet-
ween the main veins giving a quilted look. On damp warm days its umbelifer odour
may be detected many yards off, even old herbarium specimens retain it. The
variety dentata is similar, but less scented. The cream and grey-splashed cultivar is
common in garden centres. The Ieaves are larger - 8- 10 inches (20-25 cm) long; dull,
thin, but leathery, f lat surfaced with l itt le prickles round the margins. Shoots root
readily along the ground.It is less hardy than the ffpe, and in severe cold, if climbing, its
rolled up foliage look l ike pendant cigars.
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D:H. a lger iensis  W: 12 cm E :H.  co lchica W: 10cm F:11.  co lchicctvarden-
tataW : 14 cm G : H. colchicalobed form W : 7 cm H : H. aff.olserlensis in its
usually seen form - aborcal W : 10 cm
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Lobed, thinnerleaved attenuate forms have been found, usually 3lobed with
cuneatebasesandf lat tersur faces,otherwisel ikeH. coLchica.Theycanbevery lam-
pant .  Al l  the colchi .s  iv ies have smal l , .squat ,  reddish-orange scale-hai rs  wi th
numerous rays united much of their length.

The Algerian ivy (1L aLgeriensis) commonly sold in its cream-splashed form as
'variegated Canary ivy', is native only to N. Africa. It is distinguished easily from all
others by its large shield-shaped leaves, these are mostly glossv, 3lobed, the side
ones shorter and the bases cordate. It can become remarkably thick and leathery at
the coast, but is usually thin. The petioles and new bark are ruby-red.It is not fully
hardy, but can shoot from the ground in spring. The colour is emerald, but in some
soils it may be almost black-green. The scale-hairs are close to those of 11. colchic:a -

the sap between celery and real turpentine, the twigs must be cut or bruised to smell
it. The hairs show on very new leaves l ike red spider mites.

11. affine algeriensis has been found naturalised, and was planted in an old part of
Bristol. Most colonies are sub-arboreal and light pea-green in leaf, this may catch
your eye, but if struck and pianted in rich compost it 'rejuveniles' and its
relationship to H. aLgeriensls clearly shows. The reddish adpressed hairs may be
seen with the naked eye on new growth. It is exceedingly hardy.

With Hugh McAllister's help,I will endeavour to identify material,.Please only liu-
ing shoot.s! If needed to be grown, it must not arrive wizzened. Ignore others'
remarks about parcels of black squelsh. Ivies can loose all their leaves by rotting,
and sti l l  grow, but if dried out, may be beyond recall. Dc:not send mature, arboreal or
ferti le sprays. All Hederas become alike with age, and at this stage. have few hairs
and won't root. I need the most juvenile obtainable. This may mean -with climbing
specimens -the lowest 12 inches (30 cm) from the ground to be'typical'.

ALISON RUTHERFORD. 19 South Kine Street .  HELENSBURGH. Dunbar-
tonshi re G84 PU?.

ANOTHER PUZZLE PLANT

One of the plants rather frequently sent in for identification by puzzled enquirers
unable to find a matching illustration, is the peloric form of Linaria uulgaris,the
Common Toadflax. Peloria is the condition of an irregular flower becoming regular
through malformation of some flower parts, as Pamela Hadden, to whom we are
indebted for the illustration, shows in her drawing.

a) the normal form with singie spur
b) the usual peloric form regular flower, five spurs
c) the occasional peloric form with three spurs but which still has the 'bunny-

face' of the normal flower.
Drawn from transparencies photographed by Arthur Hoare, whom we thank for

the loan of the slides.
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Common Toadflax
Linari(r uulgaris

del  Pamela Hadden O 1983

a) ordinary, single spurred plant

b) 3 spurred Peloric form

b) & c) from slides of Arthur

c) 5 sourred Peloric form

15



NOTICES
BSBI (official) Notices

BSBI COMMITTEE FOR SCOTLAND

THE SCOTTISH RECORDERS'CONFERENCE i984,  combined wi th F ie ld
Meetings, wil l be held at the Firbush Point Field Centre, Lock Tay on June 16-17,
1984. While preference wil l be given to Scottish Recorders, places may be available
to other members. The cost wil l be about .112 per dav. For further details and book-
ings apply to:

DR P MACPHERSON, 15 Lubnaig Road,  Newlands,  GLASGOW G43 2RY.

LADY'S SLIPPER ORCHID

The local custodians of this special rarity are again asking BSBI members to con-
tinue co-operating with those trying to save the native race of this plant from extinc-
tion by refraining for the present from visiting the site, which is in any case on
privately owned land.

Photographs As announced previously, these are avaiiable as under:

Colour  s l ide (35 mm) at  91.00
Coloul  pr in t  (c  11 x 16 cm) at  t2 .00

Black & Whi te pr in t  (c  19 x 24 cm) at  t0 .50

Requests with cash, postal order or cheque made out "Nature Conseruancy
Counci l " ,  to  me at  th is  address p lease.

D.C.  UNGLEY, NCC, Mater  House.  Hul l  Road.  YORK YO1 3JW.

WELSH BULLETIN No. 39

Besides a report  o l  i ts  a dminist lat ive af fa i rs for  the hal l  -vear to m id 1 98: l  ,  th is issue contains the pro-
grammes of :  At lM, l lxhib i t ion and f ie ld meet ings for  198.1,  together s ' i th a d i rectory of  Welsh Vice-
county Recorders.

Gwynn El l is  makes a plea for  photographers who are hoarding large nurnbers of  s l ides -  seldom looked
at -  to make them avai lable to a wider publ ic  to donate,  or  lend them to a botanical  inst i tut ion who could
copy and preserve them. He aiso catalogues the recent  bequests of  journal  runs to the BSBI Wales Lib-
rary,  and l is ts the diar ies and notebooks of  Tommie Warren Davis.

Dewi Jones contr ibutes an ar t ic le "A day among the hi l ls  of  the Nant le Val ley.  and R.H. Roberts
enumerates the annotat ions in J.E.  Gr i f f i th 's  own copy of  the Flora of  Anglesev and Carnarvonshire.

Accompanying th i .s  issue but  bound seJraratelv is  the latest  volunre of  Welsh Plant  Records.
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Other (non-BSBI) Notices
see also p. 33

BRITISH BRYOLOGICAL SOCIETY, future meetings

Spring field meeting, Brecon, Powys, 11-18 April, 1984.
Local secretary: Mr P.J. Port, Hollybush Cottage, Newton Lane, Kington,
Hereford & Worcester.
(Full details in B.S.B.L Bulletin 43.)

Summer field meetirtg, Wooler, Northumberland, 18-25 July, 1984.
Local secretary: Mr P.J. Lightowlers, Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Bush
Estate,  Penicuik ,  Mid loth ian,  EH26 0QB.
(Full details in B.B.S. BuLLetin 43.\

Autumn paper-reading meeting, Birmingham University, i5-16 September, 1984.
Local secetary: Dr D.C. Lindsay, 20 Gibbs Hil l Road, West Heath, Birmingham
R 3 1  3 N Z .
(Full details in B.B.S Bulletin 4il.\
Also small informal weekend meetings in various parts of the country. Further

details from: DR M.E. NEWTON, Botany Dep't, University of Manchester,
MANCHESTER M13  gPL .

THE SYSTEMATICS ASSOCIATION

announces an International Symposium on

INFRASPECIFIC CLASSIFICATION OF
WILD AND CULTIVATED PLANTS

September 26-28, L984
at the Department of Zoology, University of Oxford

The aim is to stimulate discussion of fundamental aspects of the subject. Con-
tributors from agriculture, botany, forestry and horticulture have been invited to
discuss: the nature of infraspecific variation; the possibil i t ies for classification
structures; practical, trade and legal constraints; and the difficulties of nomenclature. It
is hoped to promote communication between the disciplines involved. Contribu-
tions invited for poster sessions. Further details from:

DR B.T. STYLES. Commonwealth Forestry Institue, South Parks Road, OXFORD
OX1 3RB.

CROYDON PLANT RECORDS

Members who botanise in the southernmost counties of the U.K. will know of the Croydon Natural His-
tory & Scientific Society's Plant Recording Scheme the fifth and final report of which, by J.I. Byatt, has
now been published. Like its four predecessors, all ofwhich are available, it can be obtained from The
President ,  W. Sowan, CNHSS, 96a Br ighton Road, S.  Croydon CR2 6AD at  50p plus postage.
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SYSTEMATIC AND EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGY, 1985

The 3rd Congress wil l be held on 4-10 July 1985 at the University of Sussex, near
Brighton, England.

Congress Symposia now being organised are:

Symbiosis in Evolut ion
Conservation of Tropical Ecosystems
Co-evolut ion in Ecosytems
Angiosperm Orig ins and the Biological  Consequences
Molecular Biology and Evolutionary Theory
Co-Evolut ion and Systemat ics
Biochemical  Innovat ion in Microbia l  Communit ies

There wi l l  a lso be Special  Interest  Symposia on other topics,  as wel l  as sessions for  contr ibuted
papers,  f i lms and poster  papers.

For further information write to:
BARRY COX,ICSEB Congress Of f ice.  130 Queen's Road.  BRIGHTON, Sussex
BN1  3WE.

Dublin Naturalists' Field Club

Members visit ing the republic of Ireland who may be staying in or passing
through Dublin are welcomed to make contact with this Club, who are currently
engaged on revision of the Flora of Co. Dublin. Throughout the year they hold lec-
tures and field excursions, and anyone anxious to learn something of this interesting
area should make contact with the Club by writ ing to its President.

PETER WYSE JACKSON. Dublin Naturalists' Field Club, Trinity College
Botanic Gardens. Palmerston Park. DUBLIN 6.

BOTANY COURSE IN THE NORTH WEST HIGHLANDS

SOth June - 7th Julv 1984

Suitable for the complete beginner or the more experienced botanist. The pro-
gramme will concentrate on the study of f lowering plants and ferns in relation to
their environment and it is anticipated that some of Britain's rarer species wil l
be encountered.

Miss R.  O.  SCOTT, B.A. ,  Assis tant  Regional  Of f icer  for  the NCC NW (Scot land)
Region, and a BSBI member, who wil l be the Tutor, has worked in the NW
Highlands for several vears and has gained a thorough knowledge of the varied
botanical features of the area.

Fee:  f ,125 ( inc ludes tu i t ion,  board and res idence)
Contact: Geny Smith, Achnanellan Studv Centre, Acharacle, Argvll,
or  phone (0905) 42494i .
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THE AVON FLORA PROJECT

A reception held at the City Museum, Bristol on 1.12.83 inaugurated the above
project. The Bristol Regional Environmental Records Centre, currently staffed by a
team employed on a year-to-year basis under the Manpower Services Commission's
Community Programme scheme is collecting information about the plants of Avon,
to produce a Flora of the new County. The data collected wil l be stored on cards and
in a microcomputer. thus enabling the many scattered records that are available to
be sorted efficiently. checked regularly, integrated, updated and added to.

The Flora wil l exist in 3 forms:-
1) As a traditional Flora in book form, with distribution maps and additional

notes. It wil l contain a comprehensive l ist of Angiospermae, Gymnospermae and
Pteridophyta. Each species wil l be mapped on a 1 km sq basis, and there wil l be
general information about the ecology of Avon.

2) The same information wil l exist on microfi lm or microfiche.
3) The computer data-base, comprising record cards and computer fi les wil l

be available for monitoring, revision and consultation by the public.
It is anticipated that the Flora wil l be published in about 5 years, funds

permitting.
Individuals or societies who alreadv have records, with either grid references or

specified Iocalit ies for v.c.s 6 or East 34, and any who would l ike to record for the
Flora, are asked to contact the Records Cent,re (address below) for further informa-
tion or help.

BRERC, Natural History Section, City of Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, Queens
Road.  BRISTOL BS8 lRL.

OPEN DAYS - Suffolk TNC

l5 April Combs Wood. Stowmarket, PrimuLa eLatior
29 April Framsden, Boundary meadow, I"ritillaria meleagris
l13 May Groton Wood. Kersey Tye,  coppiced l ime wood, a lso oak/ash
il June Rex Graham Reserve, Barton Mills; Orchis miLitaris, Dophne mezerellm, Botrychium;

(cameras t  1 )
29 July Sprats, Water and Carlton Marshes, Oulton Broad; Broadland plants
Further information from:
Lt .  Col .  T.H. Pares,  Suf fo lk Trust  for  Nature Consenat ion.  Countv Hal l .  Ipswich

EDITOR'S NOTE

Even with eight extra pages i t  has not been possible to f  i t  in al l the contr ibutions sent in for this
issue. Apologies to all those whose work has been held over, but will appear later.

When writ ing please give name in capital letters and give post code, as most main off ices are
now mechanised and shoft shri f t  is given to code-less addresses.

19



THE UNDERGROUND ORCHID (Rhizanthella gardneri Rogers )
The world's most elusive plant?

At  th is  year 's  Exhib i t ion Meet ing I  showed s l ides of  th is  rare Aust . ra l ian orchid
which my wife and I were privileged to see during a -vear I spent as a Visit ing
Research Scient is t  wi th C.S. I .R.O.  in  Per th.  Western Austra l ia .  Several  members of
the BSBI have since written expressing interest in knowing more about this extraor-
dinary plant and the Hon. Gen. Sec. suggested that I should write a few notes for the
Bul le t in .  So here goesl

RhizantheLlo is one of only two subterranean orchid species known in the world.
The other, Cryptanthemis slateri is native to New South Wales and Queensland.
while Rhizanthella is known only from the south-west of Western Australia.

RhizantheLla was discovered totailv by accident bv a farmer who was clearing
virgin bush on his land near (- 'orrigin in 1928. Two f urther f inds were made in similar
agricultural districts by falmers ploughing virgin land the following month. The
plant was found at onl}, 2 other sites between 1928 and 1960. At all these sites the
plant was eiiminated by farming and in the lbllowing -vears all attempts to locate the
plant were fruit less and it was thought to be extinct. Eventuallv a new population
was d iscovered in Mav 1979 near Mungl inup.  far  removed f rom al l  prev ious
localit ies.It is now known from 5 populations. but unti l 1982. the total was less than
50 p lants.  In  1982,  about  120 p lants were found at  Babik in.  some 200 km east  of
Perth and it was these that we visited in Mav l98ll with the Western Austlalian
Orchid Conservation Group. This excellent group of people from all walks of l i fe was
in manl-  respects just  l ike B.S.B. I .  -  the members were ent .husiast ic .  f r iendlv.
dedicated and with a degree of eccentricitv which made then.r interesting people!
Above all, thev were wil l ing to work to find Rhizanthella and after 16 people had
spent about 3 hours each gentl,v scraping awa.v the leal' l i tter and top ferv mill imetres
of soil lrom beneath shrubs of MelaLeuccL uncinata, we were rewalded with 2 flowering
specimens of  the Underground Orchid.  These were the specimens I  showed on
sl ides at  the Exhib i t ion meet ins.

Rhizanthella is found underground. usually within 2 feet or so from the decaving
stumps of Broom Horre,vmvrtle (Melaleuca uncinata), and is thought to be totallv
mycorhizal  wi th that  species.  theleby der iv ing i ts  nour ishment .  The p lant  has a
branched,  f lesh-coloured rh izome svstem f rom which ar ise longer vel t ica l  shoots
bear ing the terminal  f lower heads.  The f lower heads or  i r0-  100 verv t inv f lowers are
surrounded bv 6-12 large spreading p ink bracts;  i t  is  these bracts which one f i rs t
sees when the soi l  is  scraped awav.  The I ' lowers.  arranged in spi ra l  rows.  are some-
what  h idden bv the bracts,  but  on exposure the b lacts cur l  back to reveal  them. The
f lowers are said to emit  a fa int  formal in- l ike smel l .  but  I  could not  detect  th is . Insects
are thought  to be at t racted l lv  th is  smel l  to  the { ' lowers.  rvh ich thev reach bv enter ing
cracks in  the soi l :  but  l i t t le  is  known about  the b io logv of  l to l l inat ion at  present .  The
p lan ts  f l ower  i n  Mav  and  ' I une  lwh i ch  i s  a r r t umn  i n  Wes te rn  Aus t ra l i a ) .  bu t  t he
f lowet 'heads never  appeal  a l rove ground Ievel .  thei r  h ighest  1ror1 ions l te ing a lew
rnii i imetres below the soil srrlfac'e. However'. the glorrnd arrxrnrl them is usrrallv o'at'ked
and  th i s  p t ' esu rnab l v  a l l o r vs  a ( ' ( i ess  l o  t he  f l owe ls  as  a l t ea rh ' i n t l i < ' a tec l . ,Seed  se t
appea rs  t o  be  l ow  and  the  seeds  appa len t l v  rna l r r l e  i n  \ ove rn l l e r ' - l ) ece rnbe r ' .  

- l he
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fruits are succulent, according to the data sheet published by the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. from which much of the information irr this article is taken
and acknowledged.

The Underground Orchid is  in  the I .U.C.N.  Red Data Book Category:Rare,  and is
now totally protected at known sites. Paradoxicallv, it is most l ikely to be discovered
when farmers c lear  v i re in bushl

References:
George,  A.S.  (1980) RhizanthelLa gardner i  -  The LJnderground Orchid of  Western Austra l ia.  Amer.

O rch id  Soc .  Bu l l .  49 :  631 -646 .
Rogers,  R.S.  (1928) A new genus of  Austra l ian orchid.  J.  Rov.  Soc.  West.  Aust .  15:  l -?.
Rye. B.L. ,  Hopper S. I ) .  and K.W. Dixon (1982) Rare Western Austra l ian Plant ,  8 [Jndersround Orchid.

TERRY WELLS. Monks Wood Exper imenta l  Stat ion,  Abbots Ripton HUN-
T INGDON.  Cambs  PE  17  2LS .

Poisonous Dog's Mercury
Prof W.T. Stearn drew my attention to Mercurialis perennis (dog's mercury)

poisoning: a case of mistaken identity in the B.M.J. of 24-il7 December 1983. A
schoolmaster and his wife were seriously i l l  aft.er eating large quantit ies of washed
and boiled Mercurialis perennis. They had gathered this from the banks of a stream
in a North Wales forest, and wrongll/ identif ied it as Veronica beccabungo,
Brooklime, from a popular f lower book. A warning indeed for precise identif ication
before eating; or, as Arthur Chater points out, it could be considered as a process of
natural selection whereby the human race wil l become better taxonomists? Veronica
beccabunga can be used as a spring tonic (and was included in a 1694 prescription
for  th is ,  see BSB/ News 27 page 4) .

The drastic el 'f 'ects of eating Mercurialis perennis have also been long known.
Medic:al l lotany, b,"" John Stephenson MD and James Morris Churchil l FLS, 1828
quotes Philosophical Transactiolrs No. 203 1693 and tells the "sad tale of W.
Mathews" whose wi fe gathered Dog's Melcurv as a pot-herb.  boi led then f r ied i t
with bacon. Vornitt ing and purging affl icted them all. and the l l children were "taken
to the { i re"  then to bed where one "s lept  f rom Thursday to Monda-v" .  But  sadly two
of  them had sprunts -  i .e .  convuls ions.  and d ied.  The parents sulv ived.  mother
"being forced to get up to iook after her l i tt le family concerns" although feeling verv
sick. The father woke from oversleeping with "his chin on fire". but wit,h his "Hat full
o f  water  bv h im al l  day long (he)  f rec luent lv  d ipt  h is  chinn in  i t  as he was at
work" .

Nicholas Oulpeper inCuLpeper's t 'ompletc harbol and English physician. 1826 said
oI  M.  perenni .s  "Thele is  nol  a mcl le  fata l  p lant .  nat ive of 'our  countrJ. ' .  than th is
species of 'mert 'u lv" .  Wi th the increerse in  l to l lu la l i tv  toc la l 'o f  " food { rorn t l re  coun-
t l vs ide "  i t  i s  we l l  t o  l emember  t ha t  t he  l l o ten l i a l  dange r  i s  rea l .

Malv Briggs
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BRATHAY EXPLORATION GROUP - an appeal

Since 1976 I have been a member of Brathay Exploration Group, based at
Ambleside, Cumbria, and am now considered an 'old hand'as a result of surviving 6
expeditions to the Monach Isles, Shetland, Lochnagar, Hoy, Ecuador and Cyprus.

Brathay Hall Trust is an independent charitable trust set up in 1946 and now con-
sists of 4 parts -the Hall, where widely-ranging courses on leadership and manage-
ment take place, the Field Studies Centre, the Youth programme (particularly
helping young offenders), and the Exploration Group (BEG).

In 1984 BE G are offering a choice of 18 expeditions ranging from 'Introduction to
mountain expeditions'in the Lake District to detailed wildlife studies in Zimbabwe.
The members are usually from 16-23 years old (but we do make exceptions) and the
leaders are people l ike myself who are interested in youth work, the great outdoors.
and have a particular skil l  to offer. We do need botanistsl (There is no ageJimit for
leaders). If you are interested, please contact me or Christine Clephan, BEG,
Brathay Hal l ,  Ambleside,  Cumbr iaLA22 OHP. Telephone 0966-33042.

Just to whet your appetite, here is a sample of one such trip.
23 March 1983. l0 am. The group of  1,1 assemble at  Heathrow and al l  safely negot iate customs wi th

the except ion of  one leader who is searched twice and made to empty her rucksac (guess who? -  i t
a lways happens!)

4 pm. Arrive at Larnaca, Cyprus. Leap off the 'plane and search for Mary Briggs (who iust happens to
be returning f rom her Cox and King's tour) .  Rapidlv exchange det .a i led botanical  informat ion and ask
about weather conditions.

10 pm. Sett le down for  the night  on f loor of  St  Barnabas'  Church Hal l ,  L immasol .  which proves to be on
the main road and so not as peaceful as we hoped.

24 March. Send other leders off to negotiate getting our supplies out of cargo customs (no use mv going
- they'd want to open every box thenl)  Main leader takes taxi  to RAF Akrot i r i  t r - r  check RAF and Br i t ish
Army activity for next 2 weeks on Akamas peninsula -ves, we are to be based in the firing area, but no,
there won' t  be an,v major  at tacks.  Rest  of  group explore Limmasol  inc luding the bookshop and zoo.  the
lat ter  consist ing mainly of  Br i t ish wi ld l i fe and especia l lv  pheasants.  Zoo keeper ins ists on having his
photo taken with the bear.

All squash into mini-bus and eventually, after superb drive along south and west coasts arrive in the
quiet ,  unspoi l t  v i l lage of  Neohor io.  (At  least  i t  was that  wav when we arr ived).  Unload gear outs ide
church,  at  which the main Lent  serv ice is  just  taking place get  involved in local  scene imrr iediate ly and
showered with rice. Start to organise group to walk in to base camp (3 miles up rough track ). 2 leaders stay
with rest  of  equiprnent  and Chr ist ian.  our Greek-speaker,  gets to know the locals.

One hour later main leader returns having lost all the members ! Other 2 leaders collapse into hysterics.
Get lift for equipment from Army landrover (not allowed to carry civilians). Arrive at base camp under
cover of  darkness to d iscover we're in the middle of  an Arrny exerc ise and no members st i l l .
Splendid start.

25 March,  5 am. Awoken by thunderf lashes and man 'cornmit t ing suic ic le 'outs ide our tent .  Take pic-

tures to record event.  Members have mater ia l ised at  last  and are heing dragged out  of tents by invading
troops (who th ink we're ' the enemy') .  Young ladies in n ight ies eventual lv  persuade them we are not .

Surface after repelling the attack and explore t he Akamas peninsular by walking the length of it in tem -

perature of 80"F.
26 March.  Rip my back.  Spend 3 days conf ined to camp and am del ighted when expedi t ion carr ies on

as efficiently without me.
27 March -  9 Apr i l .  Studies made of  the plants.  b i rds.  rept  i les.  but ter f l ies and geologv- of  the peninsula.

Small groups sent out for periods of 3 davs to cover more distant areas with greater ease. Writing-up back
at  camp cont . inues in hot  sun.

The main project is to produce a guide to the Akamas peninsula for the more adventurous tourist i.e.
people like ourselves. This consists chieflv of annotated walks, like nature trails, with detailed species lists
included as appendices,  ( i t  is  hoped to studv some of  the more interest ing species in depth in 1984).
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10 April - Leaders hire car and drive off into the mountains, Ieaving the members to organise their own
3-day exploration of the rest of the countrv.

11 April - Meet most of the members in mountain resort. (Can't get away from them anywhere!)
Drive up to Mount Olympus highest peak at 6000 feet, have snowball fight, decide it's too cold and,

wi th in 2 hours,  are back on the beach sunbathing.
12 April. Return to camp to find most members already back. Break camp and biwy beneath the

pines, lulled to sleep by the Cyprus Scops Owl and Nightiars and the call of the Green Toad, which is

incredib ly s imi lar  to a Night jar 's .
13 Apr i l .  Put  members on evening plane back to Heathrow. Leaders 'n ight  out  on the town.
14 Apr i l .  Ear ly souvenir  shopping,  taxi  to a i rport , just  make plane.  Arr ive 4 pm in London on a wet,

drizzly afternoon in Britain feeling deflated at Ieaving behind a beautiful country, with wonderful weather

and friendly natives. Was it a dream?

LYNNE FARRELL (address on p.  2)
30  December  I 983

ALIEN FLORA OF WALLS
in the SOUTH WEST

The alien flora of walls,largely consisting of garden escapes, is very rich in Britain,yet
to date it has scarcely received a fair mention inBSB/Neros. To redress the balance,
I have gathered together here a selection of largely unpublished records made by
J.R. Palmer;they are from Cornwall (Apr-May 1974), Scilly Isles (Apr-May 1971)and
Guernsey (June 1971), except where otherwise stated. These are undoubtedly
Ermongst the best localities, but many other v.c.'s can provide a remarkable varieff of
such rock-dwellers thriving only in a very dry, competition-free environment. Plants
on walls are often wrongly considered to be "planted": try yourself to establish a
plant on a wall before you cast doubts, nature is far more successful here than Man!

Aeonium arboreum: Wal ls of  Abbey Gardens,  Tresco,  Sci l ly .
Cordylirw oustraLLs'. One largish seedling on top of a wall in Candie Road, St. Peter Port, Guemsey.
Euphorbia meLlifera: Seedlings on walls near Tresco Abbey, Scilly (outside the Gardens).

Photographed.
Lampranthus falciformis: Abundant on field wall St. Martins, Scilly. Photographed.
Myrsine afr icana:  Roadside,  Tresco (det .  DMcC) and on f ie ld wal l  near Abbey Gardens,  Sci l ly .

Photographed.
Pi t tosporum tenui fo l ium, forma: Seedl ings in Penzance town, Cornwal l .  On wal ls ,  open spaces and

publ ic  p laces.  These seedl ings were or ig inal ly  considered to b e P.  but 'hanani i ,  but  the error  was detected
when a sample was grown on by JRP.

Rosmarinus officinalis: Several seedlings on a wall opposite W. end of Candie cemetery,

Guernsey.
Saponaria ocymoides'. Wall near Caledonia Nursery, (iuernsey. Det. JNI,L.
Senecio cruentus ' .  Abundant on wal ls  and roacls ides,  Garr ison Hi l l ,  High' l 'own, Sci l ly .
Dl l fo:  Frequent to abundant in hedge-bot toms, on face of  h igh wal ls ,  etc.  at  St .  Ives,  Cornwal l .

Ju l y  1981 .
Senecio glast i fo l lu.s:  Widespread weed on u 'a l ls ,  paths,  etc.  ins ide Abbey Gardens,  Tresco,  Sci l ly .  C/ .

BSB/M,ur"-  29,  p.  12.
Tel ine monspessulano:  On u 'a l l  of  La Porte hotel ,  St .  Peter  Port ,  ( : iuernsel ' .

Teucr ium frut i tons ' .  Wal l  of  ( 'andie ( ]ardens,  10 leet  above the ground, St .  Peter  Port ,  Guernsey.
Kolhu' i tz ia amabi l is :  One seedl ing,  6 ins h igh,  on s loping top of  very o ld wal l ,  Rochester ,  Kent.  October

1981. Many r ipe seeds were lv ing on the wal l  I ' r r rnr  nearbl 'shrubs.  Parent  t ree,  conf .  ! l .JC.

E.J. CLEMENT, 13 Shelford Burr i t t  Road, KINGSTON-ON THAMES, Surrey
KT1 3HR.
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EARLY CONSERVATION

The French writer George Sand, who was a knowledgeable naturalist, proclaimed
her strong convictions not only through her copious journalism but through the
characters in her novels, manv of whom are enthusiastic botanists. Four page in La

famille de Germandre (set in central France near Moulins in 1808 but published in
1861 and with ideas belonging nearer to that date) are particularly interesting to
present-day conservationists in lamenting the destruction of "natural" habitats by
improvements in forestry and agriculture.

She describes how the Chevalier de Germandre has left his well-watered and
well-wooded estate to nature as a "sanctuary", and lists some of the plants to be
found there in contrast to neighbouring areas from which they have disappeared. "It

only needs a landowner short of money or a new purchaser lacking in taste for all this
fine vegetation to disappear under the feller's axe; and with the shade the rare
plants go too". She is also aware of the ecological implications, pointing out that
without the fell ing "the idle flowers, the l itt le birds hunting their food and the
dil igent insects would sti l l  be forming a good community" because "in transporting
the dust ofthe stamens they are great agents offerti l isation and sow as much as they
reap". But alas the goat, the ox, the donkey ("which does not spare even the most
bristly of thistles") and the arable! "How beautiful and flower-decked all the earth
would be if man and his flocks and herds did not exist!" And ". . . this cheeky
graminaceous plant which invades everything, this triumphant triticum, mysterious
product which under the pompous name of utheat denies all i ts humble ancestors
and advances chasing away before it all i ts more plebeian sisters the plants of no
util i tarian vaiue to manl"

So far I have freely translated and condensed. Coming now to her "threatened
plant" l ist (all but one are Brit ish species) I keep her French names, most of which
(like so many of our English ones) are clearly made-up translations of the Latin, and
add some suggested identif ications. "In the damp woods la balsamine impatiente et

la circ6 parisienne [vhich is, of course,what lutetiana means]; on the hil lsides le
genOt sagitte frhich must be Chamaespartium sagittale-l,le bupleuvre b feuilles en
faux pupleurum falcatum] et les h6lianthbmes a corolle dor6e, all of which the
ploughing up of old pastures is dail} '  driving away and tending to exterminate.
Beside the stream huge eupatoires whose fine l i lac umbrellas were enhanced by the
blue and silver insects . . . and broad liseron blanc Qalystegia sepiunl curling round
the purple spikes of the salicaire.In the sti l l  ponds a few individuals of that family so
poetically named hydrocharis [!eaut6 des eau{."

I hope no apology is needed for a soundly based argument's being couched in
such purple prose, considering that this was a novel and that George Sand's aim was
to arouse her readers'feelings in favour of conservation

JOHN OUNSTED, Apple Tree Cot tage,  Woodgreen Common, Near For-
d ingbr idge,  HANTS SP6 2BD.
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Early Conservation in Ireland

In response to Mary Briggs's note on 'Early Conservation'(BSBINeurs, 35,
p. 7),I draw attention to an example that predates by several decades the 'twinges of
botanical conscience'that she quotes. This is from Kil larney in Co. Kerry, a tourist
resort since the 18th century. Large-scale fell ing ofthe native woodland around the
Killarney Lakes took place in the time of the Napoleonic wars (followed by large-
scale p lant ing and some coppic ing)  (Radcl i f fe  1814,  Weld 1807).  The wood of
Glena, beside Lough Leane, in the estate of the Earls of Kenmare, was felled about
1804. Weld (1807), writ ing of the fell ing of Glena, states that he was informed that
'the proprietor of the woods, unwill ing to strip the landscape of ever5' embell ish-
ment, has generou.sly ordered that all the arbutus trees should remain untouched'.
This conservation measure would appear to have been successful; the arbutus is
certainly sti l l  there.

References

Radcliff, T. (1814). Report of the agriculture and liut,stock of the county of Kerry. Dublin.
Weld, I. (78Oi).Illustrations of the Scenery of KiLlarney and the surrounding country. Longman, llurst,

Rees & Orme. London.

DANIEL L. KELLY, School of Botany, Trinity College, DUBLIN.

A PROPOSED RESURVEY OF THE IRISH RANUNCULACEAE

It is now more than twenty years since the publication of the "Atlas of the Brit ish
Flora". Field work in connection with the original f ield survey was severly hampered
in Ireland by a chronic iack of manpower. As a result, many of the maps in the Atlas
show gaps where certain early-flowering species such as Anemone nemorosa and.
Ranunculus ficaria were unavoidably missed by recorders who did not become fully
active unti l later in the season. The scarcity of locally-based recorders prevented
the confirmation of many well-known literature records of many less accessible
species (most notably Tholictrum alpinum\. but manv other maps also show a sur-
prisingly high pelcentage of open circles. A further complication was that in the time
available, cerfain taxonomically confusing but geographically interesting species
could not be fullv investigated and were, of necessity given aggregate status (e.g.

Thalictrum minusJ.
Changing circumstances suggest that 1984 may be an opportune time to consider

the geographical resurvey of at least certain sections of the Irish flora. The publica-
tion of Flora Europaea has advanced a taxonomy that serves to resolve many of the
species-identif ication problems encountered by field botanists. Furthermore, there
is some evidence to suggest that the status of certain species may have altered
significantly in the recent past. Many of the Batrachian Ranunculi may be in decline
as a result of drainage (R. tripartitus), infi l l ing of quarries (R. aquataLis, R. peltatus)
or pollution (R. penirilLatus). A related matter of interest is the possibility that certain
species are being ousted b,v other more aggressive species such as Potamogeton pec-
tinatus. Precise well-localised records would provide an accurate base-line which
may in time have significance in the areas of conservation, pollution control and
waterway management.



Accordingly, the IRISH REGIONAL COMMITTEE proposes to operate a
recording scheme to re-map the Irish members of the Ranunculaceae. This scheme
will run for a two-year period. If well supported it is hoped to produce an Irish atlas
of the family, combining distribution maps with notes on the taxonomy and habitat
preferences of the different species. The I.R.C. is anxious to obtain data from as
many sources as possible and would l ike to hear from any of our members who may
be in a position to assist with the survey. Full details of the recording scheme are
available from:
DECLAN DOOGUE, 12 Glasilawn Road, Glasnevin. DUBLN l1,Irish Republic.

PHALARIS PARADOXA L. ESTABLISHED IN BRITAIN

In BSBINer.us 30, p. 12, I expressed surprise at the persistence of Phalaris
pa.radoxa as a weed in cornfields at Calne and Compton Bassett (N. Wilts).

K.M. Goodway write to me soon afterwards, enclosing an article by Elizabeth
Petrie, published in Big Farm Managemenl, August 1982, p. 16. He points out that
botanists are lagging way behind the farming fraternity in their knowledge of the
status and distribution of this species in Britain, where it is known as "a grass weed
which is steadily creeping into winter cereal crops, (and) threatens to rival black-
grass Q\lopercurLts rnyosuroides) as a major weed problem. ADAS is warning farmers
that Phalaris is a highly competitive weed that can become a major problem if not
kept in check. Further quotes from this interesting article follow: they wil l,I hope,
encourage BSBI members to search out more permanent localit ies for this plant and
report them to Adrian Grenfell. (Records of f leeting occurrences have permeated
our l iterature for well over a centuryt -CTW2, p. 1185, gives a full description of this
"casual" ) .

"A new weed to the UK is I'halaris paradoxa which was first identified here in 1978 bv ADAS. It has
already become establ ished in parts of  Essex.  Suf fo lk,  Buckinghamshire and Glamorgan. In some f ie lds.
ADAS has recorded as many as 8,000 heads pel  square metre.

"Phalaris paradoro does not have a common name but it is a Mediterranean grass belonging to the
same family as canary grass. It is not known how it reached this country but it may have been introduced
in 'contaminated seed imported f rom abroad. or  as a contaminant of  canary grass commonl-v used in the
production of bird seed and for pheasant cover.

"At the seedlingstage,Phalari.s has been mistaken for blackgrass, but it can be distinguished by the
character is t ic  b lood red sap which oozes for th when the base of the stem is squeezed. In the later  stages
this 'Blood Grass'has been mistaken for  Timothy.  I t  s tands wel l  above the crop,  of ten four to f ive feet  ta l l ,
and displays a fat  c igar- l ike head. The branches intercept  the stem at  the nocles and,  of  the three I ' lorets,
only one is fertile bearing a tiny pinprick of a seed.

"Fol lowing the discovery of  Phalar is ,  ADAS was quick to recognise i t  as a potent ia l  problem and
inst i tuted t r ia ls to f ind the best  means of  contro l .  John Mart indale of  ADAS Cambl idge says that
Phalar is  is  a weed of  wet land and, l ike baren brome, i t  is  encouraged by minimal  cul t ivat ions.  The best
answer is to plough, although it is not known exactly how long the buried seed will suryive. Deep ploughing

has great ly  reduced the level  of  infestat ion in some f ie lds".

R.M. Payne visited the Calne site in 1982 and saw it in great quantity in the cornfield
- "all apparently the form praemorso." He also reports seeing it in a similar site at
Hockley (S. Essex), shown to him by John Skinner of the Southend Museum. Who
can add to this story?

E.J. CLEMENT, 13 Shelford, Burr i t t  Road, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES, Surrey
KT1 3HR.
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AUTUMN LADY'S TRESSES

A fairly common habitat for this species (Spiranthes spiralis) is a mown garden
lawn. In this habitat the orchid can exist for years, as its small rosettes of leaves are
untouched when a lawn mower passes over them. The mower removes the young
inflorescences in July and August, and, although mowing prevents the plants from
flowering and seeding, it probably resuits in increasing their vigour. If, for any
reason, the lawn escapes mowing in July or August, the Spiranthes makes its pre-
sence known by its many obvious inflorescences.

This orchid in many cases will have been introduced on to lawns with turf taken
from short base-rich grassland where the Lady's-tresses grows wild.

Gummerhayes (1951) states that Spiranthes spiralis is one of the earliest orchids
to re-occupy pastures that have been formerly under the plough. From recent cor-
respondence in 'Country Life', I have learned that this orchid has established itself
on at least three lawns in Monmouth that had not been turfed but had been
originally seeded. So it looks as if the early autumn air of Monmouth is rich in seed of
Lady's-tresses! I am grateful to Mr K.W. Mieszkis for this information, and I would
be interested to hear if anv member knows of other sown lawns elsewhere containing
Spiranthes spiralis.

Reference:
Summerhays,  V.5. ,  Wi ld Orchids of  Br i ta in,  Col l ins,  1951.

E. MILNE-REDHEAD. Parkers.  43 Bear St .  NAYLAND. Suf fo lk  CO6 4HX.

STRANVAESIA DAVIDIANA Decne. -

A FUTURE MEMBER OF THE BRITISH FLORA?

In 1981 I noticed a seedling ofthis Chinese evergreen rosaceous shrub in my gar-
den, from a bush about twenty feet away, and began to wonder if a species now so
widely planted out would become naturalised. The seedling survived 25*F of frost
the following winter.

Stranuaesia dauidiana is increasingly introduced into the wild, particularly by the
Forestry Commission, and especially in Scotland. Sometimes large numbers are
planted, for instance along the E. side of Varragil l Forest in Skye, but I have not
noticed seedlings in such places. The species has been reported in print from
Millbuie Forest in the Black Isle, but Miss Duncan tells me that this refers in fact to
a planted specimen. She also says that the tree in her garden at Arbroath doesn't
seem to mature its fruit. This lack of mature fruit is not a problem further south, on
large bushes anyway. Accordingly in 1981 a search was made in the New Ash Green
area of W. Kent, where the shrub is planted on roadsides. At f irst seedlings wee seen
only around the bushes, but later, with experience, they were found up to hundreds
of yards away. The pinkish tinge of the new leaves and of the old leaves as they go
over is a give-away feature even in very small specimens. Ken Page informs me that
he has seen seedlings in Surrey also, and it seems we are l ikely to come across this
more frequently in the future as an escape.

J.R.  PALMER, 19 Water  Mi l l  Way,  S.  Darenth,  DARTFORD, Kent  DA4 9BB.



ALIENS and ADVENTIVES

Adventive News 27 Compi ledhv Adrian L. Grenfell

MIXED BAG
Ihlygonunt capt i tatum Harni i t .  ex D. Don: ? ln i ts  second vear.  er l t la l rce to d isusecl  canrp s i te.  Wood-

side.  Is le of  Wight .  Dr ( ] .F.(1.  Hirwkins.
Cassia obtusi fo l ie L. l ( . . loro auct . .  non L.) :  A sol i tarv. large.  nonJlower ing planl  in newlv-establ ished

sof  t  fnr i t  farm t le i i ted onlv wi th Ia lmvard manure. l i lnro le.  Glos. .  Sept.  I98;1.  A.L.( ; .  & Mrs S.(1.  Hol land.
Hb. ALG. New to Br: : rccompanier l  bv I ine Sorgf tunt  holepenst ,  [ ) ig i tar iu sunguinul ls  and Sekrr la u i r idrs.
C. obtusi fo l ia lSick lepod).  a nat ive of  the West Indies.  southern LISA (natural ised f .ur ther north)  and C.
and S. Amerj l 'a .  is  verv s imi lar  to.  and has been much confused wi th ( '  toro 1, .  I r r rm the Old World
Ttopics,  f rom which i t  c l i f f  ers chief lv  in h:rv ing glands at  the bi ise ol  lhe lower pair  of  leaf lets onlv ( lower
two pairs in( ' .  toroJ.  The suggestet l  vector  o l  int roduct ion is  v ia sova bean waste i r rcor l rorated in cat t le
f eed .  A  recen t  Dan i sh  I eco rd  (L . I / 17 ' .  19 i l l i : : ] .  { 8 )  undoub ted l v  be longs  he re .

( ' t rss jz i r r  fu l t ' ida Hook.  f i l . :  Beside main lotrd.  ( ' r ' ianlar ich.  l )er thshi l r ' .  Aug.  l9 l t l .  R.( ' .  Steln.  ( 'onl .

F l ' lC.  Fi rst  Br i t ish recold.  ( .  fu lc ida ( ' ( io lden Bush )  f lom New Zealand.  is  one of  a farni lv  of  c.20
evergreen shrubs (( 'ompo.- i top,  l r ibe 1nu1or,)  conf ined to the sr iuthern hemisphere:  the speci f ic  epi thet
derives from the deep yellow indumentum on the undersides of its leaves. It beals rounded, 5-8 fld. corvmbose
heads of  whi te f lowers.

Eloeagnus angust i foLia L. :  Hedge border ing tar  palk.  Arnloth.  ( 'a lntar thenshi le.  Sep. 197S. Mrs A.N{.
t se l l .  De t .  &  comm.  ( i .  E l l i s .  NMW.

I le l ipk 'ntm mangl t t i i  tL indl . t  F. .1.  l \ {uel l .  ex l }enlh.  tRtxktnlht  mongl t 's i i [ , indl . t :  [ ]arden * 'eed.  Palr ' .  nr
Llvn Tegid.  r ' .c .  ,18.  H.  Arml ie ld.  comm. (r l .  I i l l is .  NMW. 'Not  intent ion:r l lv  t r lanted source unknown".
Pe rhapsacon tam inan lo l { l ou ' e l seed?H .  mangLes i i  i s t l i ewe l l  knownp ink - f l owe red tompos i t ecu l t i va ted
Io r  i t s  eve r l as t i ng  { l ox ' e l s .  a  na t i ve  o f  W .  Aus t ra l i a .

Lat ,otera thur ingiur t t  L. :  Roadside hedge. nr  fJ i t te ln.  Southamlt ton.  Hants. .  Ot, r .  198:1.  u,here f . i rs t
found in 1982. R.(- - .  Stel r . t .  ( 'on{ .  F l , i ( ' .  'A I 'ew plants i r r  nrLal  surroundings. ' } ln l r 'equt  nt lv  cul t ivated in Br ' .
{C .  &  S .E .  F l u rooe ) .

Luppu lu  squo rnae  (Re tz . )  Du r ro t t . :  " .  i ) n  t i r e  I i r r es tone  l ) ave rnen (  t ' u r r r  g l ass l and " .  N la l i ang las .
Ang lesev .  Oc t  l 98 l ] . . 1 .  Os lev  lN .  Wa les  Na tu l ahs t s " l ' r us t  su r vev  t eam)  as  Mvoso l l s  sp .  De t .  ALC .  comrn .
R.H. Roi ler ts.  Occasional lv  I  eported as a c()ntaminant o{  \ .  Arnel ican grass seecl  mixtures.  an impur i tv  in
N .  A rne r i can  g l a i n  im l ro r t s  and  i n  b j r d - seed .  ' l ' he  

l a t t o  he le ' l
I t h . , - t o l o t<u  rL t i nos t t  Roxb . :  ( ' a r ' l ) a r k .  S t  l i a t he l i ne ' s  Do t k .  n r ' ' l ' owe l  B l i c l ge  tN t i d t l x l . I I r s , l .A .  ( ] r ' een .

I ) e t .  J .M .  N {u l l i n .

Al l ium sat iuum L. :  Nat  ural ised (  1 98 2 )  bv t  he high -wat er  l ine nr ' .  1, i f  e -boat  Stat  ion.  Port  Din l laen.  L levn
Pen insu ia .  Ladv  Rose t t t a r v  [ . - i t z ( ] e l a i c l .  con f  .  and  H i r .  A [ , ( i .  c .  2 ( l - : ] ( i p l t r n t s  p l es r rn rab l v  o r i g i na t i ng  f r on r  a
d l i { t  bu l b .  A .  s t t t i t ' um  (ga r l i c k )  t ou l d  we l l  be  ove t k r , r ked  I o l  t he  f L rwe l i ng  v tn .  t t p i cum Asche rson  &
( ) r ' ae l r ne r  o I  A .  L ' i ne t t l e . I t  d i f  l e l s  i n  i t s  l l a t  { l i s t u l : i r ' )  l eaves . l a l g t ' r ' i l - ( j  (m  { l - 2  r : r n )  bu lbs  w i t h  n ranvwh i t e
l r u l b l e t s  an r l  l eu  (man r ' )  f l oue rs  *h i<h  o l l en  r v i l ho  and ; r l r r i l l  i r r  b r r r l .

[ ]ntmus diurul rus Roth. :  I loadsic le verge.  I l isburr ' .  Bulv S1 .  F l r lmunds.  det .  & Hb. AL(] .  NI ls  Fl .M. ( 'oe.

A var iable grass (Rip-err t  Bromc')  f ier luent l l  (and understarrdablv)  confused wi th B.  r lg idus which
( r r s t r a l l v ) d i f l e r e s i n i t s t a t h e r o n e  s i d e d . r i t ' n s e r ' y r a n i c l e a n c l s h o r l e r ' p a n i t l e l r a n t h e s . l ( a n d r n h e r s ) o l t e n
l i t r t l  sepatat ion di f l icLr l t :  [7.  d i t t r t t l rus is  i r r t ' r 'easinglv nalu la l isr ' ( l  or ]  velges anr l  g lassland.B.  r igf t lus 1rr 'o-
l l ah l v  neve l  t no l e  t han  a  s ( z r ' ( e  casua l  o1  r l ocks  an r l  l u l l l r i sh  l l r r n rps .

( ' r n l t t u r co  so l s t i f u r r l i s  L . :  . .  .  i r t  a  ( onve l l e ( l  t o l r l r t ' t  w i l h  Mog r t t t l i t t  s l r / / o1a " .  Sho les l r an .  n r ' .  \ o lw i ch .
t o r r r n r .  F l . l , .  S r vann .  de l  .  &  H l r .  A l , ( 1 . ' l ' he  l j ndu  s ( ) ) ) ( l e l ( ' ( J  i l  i t  r ' , r r r l r l  l t e  l n rno l s i u t r t  r r l c l i l n r  r h i ch  has  a
s i n r i l a l  u i nged  s tem l t t r t  d i l I ' e l i ng  basa l  h  s .

C' .  
" -o ls l i t ia l is ,  

once a weed ol  cul t ivated f lax.  is  now rarelv lound in Lucetne ant l  otherwise a rare casual .
I t  could wel l  be confused wi th robust  fo lnrs o l ' ( ' .  mr, / i lensls l i r rm wool  uasle.

( ' t Lmpu t t t t k t  po r t e r t s t h l<Lg i t t n  a :  \ o l es  an r i  t he  i l l L r s l l i r l i on  i r r , \ ' r , t l s  : l i i :  L ( l  I  I  1 ; t on r l r t ec l  a  f ' l u sh  o I  Manx
Ie t r r t ds .  a l l  c r rmrn .  N t i s s  \ t .  I ) t ' r ' t ' r ' ea r r .  t he  f  i l s l  two  p r r l r l i she r l  as  ( ' .  n r r r r i l r s '  l l ' r o t . l ( )MNI IA .S  V I I I : i .
l f ) 76 ) .  N {ona  Te t ra te .  [ ) oug las .  pe t s i s l e r l  t .  l 0  r ' t ' a l s  a l  l r ase  o l  ch i n r l r c v  un t i l  r en rov t ' d  du l i ng  l t ' pa i l
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worki  l imestone wal l -base behind IOM Bank,  Cast letown. Dr L.S.  ( larrad.  Crosbv,  tops of  s late/quartz

wal ls ,  d isused quarry,  where known for  at  least  10 vears (1983),  LSG; Braddan, on grassy road-verge in

heavy shade. 1983 (known at  least  s ince 1978).  MD & l ,SG. MD wri tes " I t  is  somewhat cur ious that  th is is

the species which establ ishes i tsel f  when i t  is  C.  po.schar.skyana which does bet ter  in Manx

gardens " .

Lobel ia er inus L. :  Croston,  S.  Lancs. ,  af ter  recent  works on banks of  R.  Lostock,  J.M. Smith;  a pave-

ment weed, Tower St . .  Ipswich,  Mrs E.M. Hyde.

Malcolmia moritimo (L.) R. Ilr. (Virginian Stock): Mortar joints of brick wall and paths, Charnock

Richard,  Lancs:  new garden, Great  Knowlev.  Chor lev,  Lancs. ,  J .M. Smith.  An increasing garden escape,

not of bird-seed origin as suggested by the sender but probably bird-sown.

Matth io la longipetala (Vent. )  I )C.  ssp.  b icornls (Sibth.  & Sm.)  P.W. Bal l  (Night-scented Stock):  Car
park,  M4 Service Stat ion,  Membury,  Wi l ts .  A.L.  Grenfel l .  Hb.  ALG. ?Less f requent ly sown in gardens

than the preceding but  occasional ly  escaping.
Trachystemon orientalis (L.) G. Don: Patch on damp roadside in shade, Porlock Weir, Somerset, Apr.

1983. J.  Ravest .  conf .  and comm. . I .  Edmondson. l1V. New to Somerset .
Tiarel la wherry i  Lakela:  Wal l  of  o ld power house.  Stradey Woods,  L lanel l i ,  W. Glam.,  1979. I .K.

Morgan, det .  I .M. Vaughan, comm. G. El l is .  A s ingle p lant  apparent ly  escaped f rom the grounds of

Stradey Castle. 1st Br. record of this shade-loving member of Saxifragaceae.

AQUATICS
Records of Crassula helmsii and Elodea nuttallii continue to abound and clearly demonstrate the

spread of these aquat ic advent ives throughout the country;  i t  is  not  possib le to acknowledge or devote

space to each,  but  p lease cont inue to send them in -  thev are of  great  value.

lg8l lbroughtnolessthanf iverecordsolarelat ivenewcomertoourpondsanddi tches Myr iophyl lum

aquat icum (Vel loso) Verdc.  M. brasi l iense Camb.) .  Mrs F.  Le Sueur communicated three of  them:-

On mud, dry ing farm pool ,  Tr in i tv ,  Jersey.  R.  Knightbr idge.
Edge of  duck ponds Augrez Manor,  Tr in i ty ,  Jersey.  R.  Knightbr idge.
"Establ ished introduced del iberatelv?"
Bv old German reservoir .  St  Cather ine.  'Jersev.  R.  Long. With Lemna minuscula,  det .  Dr A.C.

Lesl ie.
M. aquaticum and Lemna minuscula are both new to ,.lersey. This attractive aquarist's throw-out was

located in a pond on the common at  Nomansland,  S.  Hants.  by J.N.B. Mi l ton, . I .  Ounsted,  Lady Rosemary

Fi tzGerald and A.J.  Bvf ie ld in November (det .  A. .1.  Byf ie ld) .  Also by the wr i ter ,  A.J.  Byf ie ld and K.F.

Spurgin on the counci l  t ip  at  St  Maft in- in-Meneage. Cornwal l  where several  p lants were growing on a dry

bank .  De t .  &  Hb .  ALG.  (See  a l so  Wa tson ia  l l ,  375 -376 ) .
Sagi t tar ia subulata (L.)  Buchenau: Acid pond. Shortheath Common, N. Hants. ,  Julv 1983. J.N.B.

Mi l ton,  Lady Rosemary Fi tzGerald and B.  Ti r rard.  Det.  J .N.B.M. who wr i tes "St i l l  abundant and

obviously established. Occasionally mistaken for other species". fEspecially luronium natans, which it

c losely resembles).
Hst ia strat iotes L.  (Araceoe):  Margin of  pond. Upper Walthamstow, S.  Essex,  Sept.  1983. J.N.B.

Mi l ton,  conf .  R.M. Burton.  Fi rst  Br i t ish record -  c.  100 plants growing wi th Lemna tr isulca and L.  g ibba.

A  pan t rop i c , f r ee - f l oa t i ngpe renn ia l o f t eng rown inaqua r i a - some t imesaseve repes t i n t heT rop i cs :a t

the end of November all the plants had apparently been killed by frost.
Thank you again for vour records. I hope to computerize all of these in the near future which should

eventuallv allow more time for correspondence (at present sometimes rather delayed, I'm afraid). I am

currently assembling material for illustrated notes on (lucurbitaceae in Br. which hopefully will be pre-

sented in the next  issue.  Meanwhi le good hunt ing in 1984.

ADRIAN L.  GRENFELL. 19 Stat ion Road. Winterbourne Down. BRISTOL tsS17 1EP.
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LETTERS

FRUITFUL LIAISON: ROADSIDE VERGES IN N.W. ESSEX

The chalky boulder clay of North West Essex has some valuable botanical sites,
most of them on roadside verges, against which pressure from agriculture, urban
development and container traffic is probably as great as in any other part of
the country.

Care of Special Verges is l ikel,v to be only a small part of the workload of both
County Council officials and County Trust Officers. Our local authority Planning
Department does not acknowledge its responsibil i ty for complete verge marking
and there is no fund for conservation of f lora other than for tree-planting. As a result
we have had to make efforts to establish closer co-operation with the Highways Area
Engineer and District Survevor. I was surprised and verv encouraged by the practi-
ca l  help they are g iv ing and would l ike to heal  of  other  exper iences in  l ia ison of
this kind.

When it was clear that we accepted the prior claims of public safety, supply of ser-
vices and cost, over botanical interest and amenity we were given valuable help in
lessening the effect of these limiting factors on the verge flora.

One example of  th is  occurred when i t  was necessary to a l lev iate f looding bv d ig-
g ing dra inage channels,  and another  when a cable had to be la id a long a s l rec ia l
verge.

Rather than establish points, we concentrate on anticipating solutions to Jrossible
diff iculties so as to ensure that the advice we give is genuinelv workable. This means
asking quest ions,  and again the degree of 'co-operat ion is  unexpected.  The Area
Engineer also offered to advise us of plans for all major road works and tree^planting
af fect ing an,v verges.  This and thei r  immediate readiness to act  on compla ints has
increased our control of verges of ali kinds.

The speed of  one such response converted an av id wl i ter - to- the-papers f rom a
dangerous look-and-say conservationist to an equally enthusiastic ally overnight.

As County Trust adviser to the Council on Roadside Verges.I f ind it verv worrv-
ing that  verges which were at t ract ive and stabie.  though not  necessar i lv  o i 'h igh
botanical  in terest .  are now at  r isk f rom roadwork deposi ts  and bui ld-up to sul tpor t
renovated edges.  Moreover when a new verge is  establ ished i t  is  customarv to top
soi l  and seed i t .  A l l  th is  adds to the fut r - r re cost  of  management as wel l  as creat ing
stands of coarse weeds which may or mav not st.abilise into sonrething more intelesting in
ahou t  f i ve  yea rs '  l ime .

. IOAN E.  MIIN4MERY. 60 South Roar l .  SAF'FRON WALDEN. Essex CB11 : lON.
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STANDARD TETRAD LAYOUT, PLEASE

May I make an appeal on behalf of puzzled and bewildered botanists who make
use of the new type of county floras which print tetrad maps showing distribution of
the species. These are of great interest but it is rather infuriating to find that each
new flora seems to have decided on a different method of designating the
tetrads.

The standard practice adopted by the Ordnance Survey is to quote the grid
reference numbers which define the bottom left corner of the tetrad and I find these
simple to use without any conversion into letters, since that is what is found on
O.S .  maps .

As examples of the difference, the following are what have been chosen for the
counties in the south-east.

Of the above, the one with which I have most sympathy is that of London, but in
the text, the logic has been spoiled by writ ing tetrad TQ 08 60 as 06T80.

As it seems that future flora compilers have many more formats to choose from,
may I make an appeal for someone to decree a standard format to be used in
future.

G.H. FORSTER, 37 High Street, Selsey, CHICHESTER, W. Sussex PO20 0RB.

London

Surrev Sussex

BOTANISTICAL!

Botanologists wil l be indebted to Mary Briggs for her Key to Crit ical Botanists -

2: The 'Davidmacaceae', with its fbotnote on the significance of the spell ing
(McClintock indicates Irish origin, Mclintock Scottish) (BSBINerus 32 p. a, 1982).

I wish to alert BSBI members to the possibil i ty that the Scottish subspecies (?) of
David McClintock actually exists, though the evidence is admittedly fragmentary
(perhaps fragile). In Reynolds, J., and Tampion. J., Double Flowers, A Scientif ic
Study (1983) ( la ter  than Br igg 's  paper)  we f ind on p.  173 the fo l lowing:

McClintock, D. (195 7) SuppLement to the pochet guide to wild flowers . . . . . Mclin-
tock,  D.  (1966) 'Double f lowered hardy heathers '

I am sure some of our keener members wil l soon be out on the trail of this
cryptic taxon.

PETER YEO, Univers i tv  Botanic Garden,  CAMBRIDGE CB2 1JF.
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REQUESTS

WANTED

A BOTANIST FOR THE JULY/AUGUST 1984 EXPEDITION BY THE
BRATHAY EXPLORATION GROUPS TO ZIMBABWE

Last  year th is group recorded Afr ican wi ld l i fe in conjunct ion wi th the Nat ional  Parks organisat ion and
the study wi l l  cont inue th is vear in ( 'hete Safar i  Area.  where i t  is  hoped to carrv out  a botanical  survev.
Further details from:
CHRISTINE CLEPHAN. Brathav Explorat ion Gloup.  Brathav Hal l .  AMBLESII)Fl  Cumbria LA22
0HP.  Te l :  { 0966 )  330 -12

MISS EDITH RAWLINS

I am collecting biographical material on Miss Rawlins, and would be most grateful
for any personal anecdotes and information on her botanical activit ies. Between
19113 and 1950 she botanised in I re land,  and in Suf f 'o lk .  Surreyr ,  Hampshire.  Essex
and Buckinghamshire.  She mav a lso have been in Glamolgan in 19;17.  From 1950 to
her  death in  an accident  in  1956.  she was based in Winscombe.  Somerset .

I f  anyone remembers her ,  would thev p lease cont .act  me.  Postage refunded.

Lady ROSEMARY FITZGERALD, 40 Al f red Place,  Kingsdown, BRISTOL
RS2 8HD

WILD VEGETABLES

We are concerned wi th the conservat ion of  vegetable species and mainta in s ix
vegetable sanctuar ies where we grow or ig inal  wi ld  species in  order  to establ ish thei r
variabil ity for the benefit of' gene banks and botanic gardens.

Would members of  BSBI le t  us know of  anv s i tes where the underment ioned
species have been growing in isolation for long peliods: fJrassica oLeracea, the wild
cabbage, Beta marit imo, the original beet. ALlium ompeLoprosunr, the wild leek. B.
oleracea appears to vary f 'rom kale to sprouting broccoli and there is a possibil i tv o{'
the genes for  c lubroot  res is tanc 'e.

LAWF"ENCE D. HILLS. Director ,  Henry Doubledav Res.  Assocn. .  f lock ing,
BRAINTREE.  Essex  CM7 6RW.

BOOKS WANTED

Would anyone wi l l ingto d ispose of  ( i )  6 th edi t ion (c .  1938)Wi l l is :  Dict ionary of
Flowering Plants and Ferns (i i) Darlington Plant 6'olls. please communicate with:
M. BAND (Mrs.) ,  22 Wickf ie ld Avenue.  CHRISTCHIIRCH. Dorset  BH2l l  1 ,1B.
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WHITE ERICACEAE IN THE WILD

Who has seen a white-flowered Andromedo in the wild? I have traced no record,

but surely it must have arisen somewhere. Could herbarium curators kindly see if

they have any specimens?
And much the same for Erica erigena.l5 years ago there was a plant above Bellac -

ragher Bay in Co Mayo, but it has not been seen recently. Nor, I think, are white E x
watsonii or E x wil l iamsii known, or are they? Replies, please, to:
D.  McCLINTOCK. Rracken Hi l l .  P lat t .  SEVENOAKS, Kent  TN15 8JH.

HYDROCOTYLE MOSCHATA

Can any member please assist my study of the Umbelliferae by giving a location
for the above species on the mainland of the Brit ish Isles?

MICHAEL MILEY. 17 Alder  c lose,  DESBOROUGH, Northants.

SEMI.PERSISTENT ADVENTIVES

I should l ike to contact rubbish-tip hunters for any information they may have on
the successional sequence that occurs when these sites are left to re-vegetate
naturally. My interest also extends to any aliens, garden escapes etc which persist
for more than one year, or ephemerals which germinate and complete their l i fe-cycle
to reproduction in large numbers. Do such tips act as refugees, at least temporarily,
for interesting species whose former habitats are diminishing rapidly?

P.J.  SHAW, 64 Puck Lane,  BASILDON, Essex SS16 4AX.

IDENTIFICATION PROGRAMS ON MICROCOMPUTERS

I am being asked more and more frequently whether I have computer programs and data

available on floppy discs. The program for identification exists as object code in FORTRAN IV,

or in compiled form for Z8O micros with CP/M-compatible operating systems. Datasets avail-

able include Taraxacum, Euphrtrsin, Rubu.s in Scotland, vegetative British gtasses, world angiosperm

families, and world monocot families (all with corresponding polyclaves).

Discs can be copied FREE for the following formats:

1) &inch single-sided single or double density (IBM).

2\ 5 V,-inch double-sided double-density soft-sectored, as with the TORCH disc pack for the

BBC-B micro.
Other formats can be copied commercially at your expense (S10 - 92O). If your micro is not

CPIM - compatible, you will need to have your own FORTRAN compiler. The files are too large

for use with cassette tapes. The program does not exist in BASIC (any volunteers to

translate it?)

R.J.  PANKHURST, Br i t ish Museum (Nat.  Hist . ) ,  LONDON SW7.



THE VICE.COUNTY CONTROVERSY
Ilig squares beat all counties

As an erstwhile Recorder in VCs 41-47 and 49, I find it strange that contributors to the debate on
recordingunits inB.S.B.L Neurs (35) can effectively discreditvice-counties while recommendingthe sub-
stitution of modern administrative counties in their place ! The proposals already in preparation for new
legislation to abolish the metropolitan counties by 1986 demonstrate yet again the transient nature of
administrative boundaries. Besides, the inequities of size among counties (and "regions" in Scotland)
have actually been exacerbated by the 1974 reorganisation, (compare Berkshire and North Yorkshire!).
Even now, the intricacies of outline possessed by some counties would be a positive merit if they were
pieces in a jig-saw puzzle but make a nonsense of any argument for their use in recording (for example,
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Buckinghamshire) !

To maintain counties as territories for recording is to perpetuate a system which will ensure that some
areas are favoured by an excess of botanical attention while others are condemned to obscurity because,
in isolation, they are unattractive. Not least of the consequences is that coverage will be patchy and some
will fail to achieve publication because it will not be viable.

Consider the improved prospects for sales of published floras if every one of them possessed equal
intrinsic interest for the reader and if all ofthem fitted into a logical national series. The resulting publica-
tions would have much greater merit for overseas botanists because they would deal with areas of equal
geographical size and similar botanical "weight". The irony is that it could so easily be achieved from the
existing base of effort.

It seems to me infinitely more exciting to have a territory of 100 Km square (60 x 60 miles) for recording
than to be confined to the "cabbage patch" of a single county. This larger area is big enough to contain a
good approximation to a natural region and yet is small enough to be accessible from convenient centres
of population and/or resorts. The principle of using these "big squares" as units is scientifically respect-
able and indeed they have already formed the basis of a biogeographical appraisal of the British flora by
Professor H.J.B. Birks in Sir Harry Godwin's "History of the British Flora" (2nd edn. 1975) p.447/8.

I am constantly surprised to discover how sensitively the major grid Iines have been drawn on the
British map (as if to recognise salient features of the coastline and interior)! Look at the lines bisecting
river estuaries (R. Exe, R. Nith) or cutting the coast at strategic points (Blakeney, Dodman Point, Stack-
pole Head, Dinas Head) or marking the Highland boundary (Dunblane to Aberfoyle), Coquetdale and
Deeside. The Big Squares are not anonymous: each one has a unique character and scenic variety enough
to satisfy anyone. They could readily be named if names were needed, yet their identity is known by just

two letters.
What other scheme can match these qual i t ies?

B.A. SEDDON, The Herbar ium, Ci ty Museums &

Bogged down

I deplore Rodney Burton's suggestion that we should adopt modern administrative county boundaries
instead of  Watsonian v ice-count ies.  Since the Government is  proposing to abol ish s ix of  these wi th in two
or three years,  what is  the point? I f  we seek to preserve county loyal tv,  we should adhere to the old h istor ic
count ies.  These are,  in fact ,  of ten an aggregat ion ofv ice-count ies and somet imes,  as wi th the smal ler
shire count ies, ident ical  wi th Watson's boundar ies.  Since I  l ive on the Oxon/Bucks border,wi th in a few
miles of  Stokenchurch and Kingsey,  which used to be in Oxon and are now in Bucks,  and of  Towersey,
which used to be in Bucks and is  now in Oxr in, l  am acutely aware of  the wav administrators and pol i t i -
cians monkey around with county boundaries every few years.

No, i f  we are to achieve the benef i ts  of  stable boundar ies.  i t  must  e i ther be the old count ies or  gr id

squares.  Everything between is a quaking bog.

R. FITTER, Dr i f ts ,  Chinnol  Hi l l .  OXFORD. OXg 1BS.

34

Art Gallerv. BIRMINGHAM B3 3DH.



Recorders, choice

May I put in a plea fbr Dr Dony's admirable solution, that the Recorders be allowed to choose theirarea of recording; and does it really matter if some things get recorded twice? However, substituting thecounty for the vice -county, as a unit, would not work in the larger counties, such as Hants, which are splitinto more than one vice-county. Especially in the south, the number ofrecords which arrive, are morethanonepe rsoncancopew i t h  l t seems tome , tha t t he reasonwhyu i ce -coun t i " . 3g ,42and74a rep ro -
ducing so many records in watsonia, is that the.v were previously under-recorded. only first and secondn-c '  & s '  are accepted'  You don' t  get  many of  them in Hants.  I f  we used 

""nt""d. ,  
the space taken up inwaLsonin would be colossal;and why does any one want that, when we have the Atias? As to a new comitalFlora' I can't see any point in it at all, when we have the Atlas. Re-arranging the collections at the B.M.would entail a fearsome lot of work for somebodv, _ to no purpose, for it would make it harder forFlora wr i ters.

There remains this strange a.ssumption, that recorders should be prepared to put into print, six-figurere fe rences fo ra l l t he i rmos tp rec i ous reco rds .oneo fou r recen t f i ndshasbeen  
ca rexxp iepe ranap .Junge' in a much easier place for southerners, than any previous ones. There is only one tuft of it, and ifanybody thinks I am going to print its 6_figure reference, the!, can think again.

Lady ANNE BREWIS, Benhams, f l lackrnoor,  LISS. Hants.

A Northern View

The four correspondents f rom the Home count ies advocat ing the use of  post-1g74 administrat iveareas for B's B l recording (BSBI News' 35,) seem never to have looked at a'map showing their boun-daries elsewhere in Britain' In the north and west the ideal of units roughly 
"quul 

in slz" u.,d basically cir-cular in shape is much more nearly attained with the present vice_county system.
In Scotland ' for instance , the nine post - 19 7 4 regions range from 1 3 06 to 25l24sq km in area, and the53d i s t r i c t s f r om20 to6756sqkm Even i f t heb igge r reg ionswered i v i ded in tod i s t r i c t s l l veun i t sg rea te r

than 4000 sq km would remain - the present v ice-count ies average about 2000 sq km, and probably noneexceeds 4000 sq km. Also the shape of some districts is far from satisfactory.
Another point to consider is that the 1g74 reorganisation is not likelv to be permanent. Various politi-cal parties are pledged to alter the system, and in .o-e areas e.g. Avon and Humberside, there are strongpressures for local revision' so- all the effort of getting agreement on new recording units and revisitingour present records could wel l  be wasted.

DAVID WELCH, East  Fernbank,  Woodside Road, BANCHORy, Kincards.

Boundaries in Strathclyde

Boundaries are the bane of the plant-recorder. It is, I .suppose, understandable that those whobotanise mainly in areas which are short ofwell-marked physical features should feel tempted to pres-cribe a grid-square system as being ofuniversal suitability. They might, however, spare a thought for us inthe Highlands of Scotland -where so often the vice-countv boundaries are easily recognised -whereas
the boundaries of grid systems can be, by their very nature, purely hypothetical,

As for disparity in recording - the more thoroughly an area is worked, the harder it becomes to providepublishable records' Again' some correspondents seem to advocate the use ofthe ,.modern 
administra-t i vea rea "  I cansee tha t t h i sm igh two rk i nsomecases ,bu t r t i sg ro tesque l y i napp rop r i a te tous . I twou ld

be ridiculous for the BSBI to presume to impose a system oI, at best, local suitability over areas for whichsuch a system can only be disadvantageous. For i.rstance, here we are in strathclyde Region (it is enor-mous)' Argyll and Bute District (here Argyll doesn't mean the same as g"og"rphi*iergyll,large chunksare hived off)' And notice that Arran is to be separated from Bute - to go along with Ayrshire I suppose.Al l  previous records would have to be reassessed and presumably republ ished.
Incidentallv' I do favour using the Grid, as an adjunct to recording on a vice-county basis - in my area.For others,  I  won' t  prescr ibe.

ARCHIE KENNETH, Srronachul l in,  Ardr ishaig,  ARGYLL.
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What are we recording for?

The manv comments and arguments put  forward recent lv  for  and against  v ice-r .ounty recording have
prompted nre to considel  ser iously,  whv there should be anv argunrent  at  a l l .

I  submit  that  the current  system does not  fu l f i l  the requirements of  the recorder in the f ie lc l  nor those
who would wish to g lean informat iot i  f rom the records.  Al lot t ing each recorder a ser ies ol  squares wi l l
create chaos.  I  have put  my observat ions in three categor ies as fo l lows:-

Gathering Data
Mo.st  o ld records.  and unfor tunatelv marrv recent  ones.  are just  the acknowleclgement of  one species

growing at  one part icular  p lace.  These records are ol .use mainl l -  for  the rarer  sgle<' ies. ' I 'here is  a heal thv
increase of  survey work to provide informat ion on al l  species found at  a locat ion.

The Gr id system is a f rame of  reference which is  invaluable for  ident i tv ing an exact  local i tv  but  i t  is  onlv
meant as a t<xr l .  A gr id square is  a lmost  impossib le to survey acculate lv in the I ie ld.

The best  uni ts ofstudv are those easi lv  def inable sut 'h as a wood orf ie ld.  or  in an area under intensive
agr icul ture.  perhaps the f ie ld boundar ies themselves.  [n an unenclosed area natural  boundar ies such as
streams and r idges have to be used. I I  the area of  studv is  then def ined hv the use ol  gr id references i t  is
possib le lbr  someone to return and cover the same ground.

Stor ing Data
A recol 'd gatheled in the f ie ld is  not  a lways assignahle to. iust  one lkm squalr  but  because a f ie ld is

usual lv  under one ownership i t  is  in\ ,ar iablv in one par ish and usual lv  in one \ ' .C| .
The records are current ly  stored on a V.C. basis and as a resul t  in lbrmat ion about s i tes on the edge oJ

that  area is  o l ten appl icable to a d i f ferent  Countv.
The s implest  solut ion to our problem is to carrv on as we are and make do.  The nrr>sl  sat is factolv solu-

t ion would be to redef ine the area covered bv our recorc le ls to be the current  ( 'o l ls t i tut ional  uni t  which
most c l<tselv corrsponds to their  Vice Countv and thev would then onlv need to sol t  out  recolds on the
edge of  their  terr i torv.  I t  makes ver l '  l i t t le  sense to fbrce a maj , r r  rgrrrganisat i , rn to recording bv gr id
squares especia l lv  when th is does not  f i t  in  wi th the method of  rer :ording in the f ie ld.

Extractin g Information
Inibrn.rat ion is  extracted f rom the records lbr  a var ietv of  reelsons,  sc ient i f ic  studv,  h istor i t 'a l  com

par ison or  because informat ion is  required bv planning and conser.vat ion bodies.
For sc ient i f ic  studv a ' f ie ld '  survev al readv contains a lot  of  backglound in lormat ion and the vegetat ior . r

o l  a f ie ld or  wood is what is  required bv conservat ionists.  not  the f lora ol  a lkm square.
I  was t>r ' ig inal lv  in l 'avorrr  of  reta in ing \ ' .C.s intact  bul  I  now bel ieve that  making use r>l  the con-

st i tut ional  l toundat ies would be a rnore useful  sol r r t iun ( i l  our hard worked V.( ' .  recorc lers do not  rn ind a
' l i t t le '  extra work to begin wi th) .

Which ever wav we go one th ing is  certa in.  we must change our at t i tude towards which records are
important .  F ' i rs t  and setrrnd countv records are usual lv  o l  l i t t le  or  no ( .onsequenre but  what is  i rnportant
i s  t ha t  we  do  no t  l ose  wha t  l i t t l e  sem i -nn tu ra l  vege la l i o l r  r ve  have  l e { t .  Tha t  r neans  l e t o l d i ng  t he  r i chness
o f  a  l oca l i t v .  no t  t he  I 2 l r es t  spec ies  f ound .  and  mak ing  su le  t ha t  t he  l eco ld  i s  eas i l v  f oundwhen  t he  i n l i r r ' -
mat ion is  |equired.

R .D .  RANDAL I , .  12  V ineva rds .  RATH t ]A l  ; \A .

A false dichotomy

For accurate report i r . rg of  a p lant  f ind one would usual lv  g ive a narne to the locat ion and then determine
a gr id reference.  When fb l lowing up a reference the opposi te process is  of ten fo l lowed. Both.  a largely
numerical  reference (gr id)  and a verbal  reference.  are desirable.  Whether one favours v ice-count ies ur
administrat ive count ies fbr  the lat t  er  wi l l  be determ ined considerablv bv whele one I ives.  ( In mv case \ ' ( . ' .
61  S .E .  Yo rks  f o l l ows  na tu ra l  bounda r i es  f a r  be t t e t  t han  N .  Hun rbe t s i c l e ) .  F l n rn  p tev i n r r s  ( . i ' r ' l e s l ) ( , l l -
dence there appear to be v i r tues in both methot is  so whv not  record both.  which I  imagine is  done
general lv  in any case?

The argument that  a l l th is governs entr ies in Plant  Records seerns sornewhat sprr l ious.  Anv svstern wi l l
on i t ' be  as  e f f ec t i ve  as  t he  peop le  who  < rpe ra te  i t

l l .  CH ICKEN.  Co rne r  House .  Sca l l r o roush  Road .  I )R IFF I I . l l , I ) .  Humbers i de  \ 'O2 ; ;F lH .
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BOOK NOTES

In the July part of Watsonia, Vol. 15 (2), it is hoped to include reviews of the
following books:

A History of Naturalists in North East England, edited by A.G. Lunn.
Flora of the London Area, by R.M. Burton.
Flowers of the Wild - Ontario and the Great Lake Region, by Z. Zichmanis

and J. Hodgins.
Collins Guide to the Ferns, Mosses and Lichens of Britain and Northern and Cen-

tral Europe, by H.M. Jahns.
The Flora of Iceland, by A. L<ive.
Flora of Connemara and the Burren, by D.A. Webb and M.J.P. Scannell.
Plant CoLLecting and Herbarium Deuelopment - a Manual, by J.S. Womersley.
Man's impact on Vegetation, edited by W. Holzner, M.J.A. Werger and I.

Ikusima.
Elm,by R.H.  Richens.
A ChechList of the Flora of Cambridgeshire, by G. Crompton and H.L.K.

Whitehouse.
Outline of PLant CLassification, by S. Holmes.
PaLeobotanlt and the Euolution of Plants, bv W.N. Stewart.
The Conseruation and Deuelopment Programme for the UK, by B. Johnson et

al.
Double Flou,ers: A Scientif ic Study, by .I. Reynolds and J. Tampion.

The fbliowing books have been received recently. Those that wil l NOT be
reviewed in Watsonia are marked with an asterisk:

*PLant Physiology in relation to Horticulture, ed. 2, by .I.K.A. Bleasdale. Pp. 143,
wi th 52 text - f igures.  Macmi l lan,  London.  19f ]3.  Pr ice C5.95 ( ISBN 0-333-36452-X).

*Plants and MicrocLimate, by H.G. Jones. Pp. 323, with numerous text-figures
and tables.  Cambr idge Univers i ty  Press,  Cambr idge.  1983.  Pr ices f  27.50
(hardback,  ISBN 0-521-24849-3) ,  912.50 (paperback,  ISBN 0-521 -27016-2) .

*The Liuely Membranes, by R.N. Robertson. Pp. 206, with 94 text-figures. Cam-
br idge Univers i ty  Press,  Cambr idge.  1983.  Pr ices S12.50 (hardback,  ISBN 0-521-
237 47 -5\ ,  t4 .95 (paperback,  ISBN 0-521-28202-0) .

*Plant Biotechnology, edited by S.H. Martell and H. Smith. Pp. 33.1, with
numerous text - f igures and tables.  Cambr idge Univers i ty  Press,  Cambr idge.  1983.
P r i ce  t l l 5 .00  ( ISBN 0 -521 -24550 -8 ) .

*(]enetic Aspect of Plarut Nutrit ion. edited by M.R. Sarie and B.C. Loughman. Pp.
495, with numerous text-figures and tables. Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, etc. 1983.
Pr ice Df l  195.00 ( ISBN 90-247-2822-: l ) .

*Biology ond Ecology of Mangroue.s, edited bv H.J. Teas. Pp. 188,with frontis-
p iece,  88 text - f igures and 30 tables.  Junk.  The Hague.  1983.  Pr ice Df l  160.00 ( ISBN

90-6193-948-8) .  Al though c lear lS '  not  d i rect lv  re levant  to  Br i t ish or  I r ish botanv.
th is  ser ies of  papers on mangroves is  a valuable contr ibut ion to thei r  s tudy.



*Garden Trees, by R. Hell iwell. Pp. 95, with 6 B. & W. photos and 19 text-figures.
Wiley, Chichester. 1983. Price S9.50 (ISBN 0-47I-10382-9). This useful handbook
includes, in its relatively slender bulk, discussions of why, where and how to plant
trees in gardens, how to care for them, various aspects of fruit trees and their cultiva-
tion, and a helpful annotated l ist of decorative trees. The appendices seem to
account for any topics left out of the main text. An admirable book.

Dispersal and Distibution. An Intemational Symposium, edited by K. Kubitzki.
The Natural History Prose Writings of John Clare, edited by M. Grainger.
Flowers of the British.Isles, by D. Streeter and L Garrard.

Atlas der Brombeeren uon Diinemark, Schleswig - Holstein und dem benachbarten
Niedersachsen (Gattung Rubus L. Sektionen Rubus und Corylifolii), by H.O. Mar-
tensen,  A.  Pedersen and H.E.  Weber.

Flowers in the Wild, by M. and D. Parish.
Plant Science & Scientists in St. Andrews, by J.A. Macdonald.

Finally, those who have found Vernon Heywood's Flowering Plants of the World a
useful concise guide to Angiosperm families may be interested to know that an
account of Australian families in the same format but with keys down to genera has
recently been published:- Flowering PLants in Australia, edited by B.D. Morley and
H.R.  Toelken.  Rigby Publ ishers,  Adela ide,  London,  etc .  1983.  Pr ice $ A 65.00.

Norman K.B. Robson

NEWS FROM OUNDLE LODGE

1. With reference to the price changes in BSBI News 35, the Flora of the Clvde
Area  i s  92 .50  +  91 .00 !

2.  SPECIAL OFFER to members of  the BSBI -TASCO Pocket  Microscope.  The
last day for receiving orders wil l be the 31st of May.

3. Tasco pocket microscope - SPARE BULBS - Please make a note of the
address NOW. TASCO, Serv ice and Sales,  Uni t  4 ,  Hambr idge Lane,  Newbury,
Berks RG14 STU. Send 75p,  that  covers postage.

4. Spring Supplement to the Autumn Stock l ist. If you would l ike a copy send a
s.a.e.  marked "SS".  These books wi l l  in  anv case be inc luded in the Autumn
1984  l i s t .

5 .  ATLAS FLORAE EI IROPAEAE. Var ious members have asked me whether  I
can supply volumes of this publication. After an extended correspondence with
the publishers in Finland I have succeeded in an arrangement with them. The
prices I have been quoted are in IJSA dollars. Please write to me for f irm orders
and be pat ient  in  thei r  del ivery t ime.  I  wi l l  invoice vou when I  send the
book(s) .

MARGARET PERRING, Oundle Lodge.  Oundle.  Peterborough PE8 5TN.
Te i :  ( 0832 )  73388
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STOP PRESS

INTERNATIONAL GARDEN FE STIVAL
Liverpool ,  May 2 -  October 14,1984

BSBI members have the opportunity of combining the Field Meeting in the
Liverpool area on July 28 and 29 with a visit to the Garden Festival. The emphasis
during the field meeting wil l be on plants of man-made habitats; here you can find
Pyramidal Orchids and Quaking Grass growing on Mucky Mountains (heaps of
highly calcareous waste from the Leblanc process once used in the chemical industry),
and see sand-dune plants such as Lymegrass and Yellow-wort growing on sand hil ls
in the middle of St. Helens!

If you want to take advantage of a reduced-rate admission, it is hoped to arrange a
party booking for the Garden Festival on Monday July 30. Please contact Dr John
Edmondson, Merseyside County Museum, Liverpool for further information.

POSTPONEMENT

The Dublin Field meeting at Rush Sandhills shown in the programme as taking
place on 3rd June, wil l now be held on 10th June 1984.

LAST ORDERS

Members without the AtLas of the British Flora or the Critical SuppLement but saving up to buy them
may wish to note that there are now less than 80 copies of each in the Publisher's stock. As the Society
and the Publisher are agreed there will be no further reprints of either, those wanting new copies are
advised not  to wai t  too lons.

Margaret  Perr ing Oundle 7.3.84,

Fuchsia mopelLanica - a correction

A sharp eyed reader, E .W. Green of Kirtlington, Oxford draws attention to the measurements shown in
the sketch in News 3 4 p. 15, the caption to which should read "from the base of the corolla" not the base
of the oedicel and Dr Nelson confirms this.
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