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NOTICES (BSBI)

CYPRUS, TROODOS MOUNTAINS 2004

Plans are being made to organise a field excursion to Cyprus in November (13-20 if flights available).
We will be based in Platres, 1100m, at the Hotel Minerva. Here, the hotelier Dr Yiannis Christofides,
a BSBI member and known to many of you already, will share with us his invaluable local knowledge
and organise a varied schedule to see some of the autumn flowering plants. An excellent opportunity
to prolong the field season!
To find out more about the region visit the websites:
http://users.globalsoft.com.cy/flora
http://users.globalsoft.com.cy/minerva

Those wishing to know more details should contact me as soon as possible.

Jane Crort, Hon. Field Secretary, 12 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 0TL;
Tel.: 01480 860561; email: jane@stowlonga.fsnet.co.uk

THE SMALL BRITISH HERBARIA PROJECT

The Small British Herbaria Project (SBHP) is a joint venture between the BSBI and the University of
Hull, Department of Geography. It aims to bring together information about specimens of British
plants held in various collections and make it available from a single internet source. Kent and Allen’s
British and Irish Herbaria (1984) already provides a comprehensive insight into the extent and
location of collections but no information about individual specimens. At the present this information
is, with some notable exceptions, only very sparingly available.

The project has arisen from the successful completion of the on-line catalogues of HLU and HLL
held in the University of Hull. Until the electronic catalogue was created it had been assumed that the
collection had been ‘formed by past and present members of staff and students’, (Kent & Allen 1984).
Although the statement is largely true, it was found that several old collections had been incorporated
as well. By making the catalogue publicly available over the internet, much useful feedback has been
obtained and several historically important specimens located.

It is intended that the SBHP will provide a general indexing service to herbaria, some of which
may have their own comprehensive on-line resources but for others it could represent the sole
catalogue. The searching service will be freely available to all and the catalogue hosting will be
available, again free of charge, to anyone willing to provide suitable data sets. Although the kinds of
information stored for each specimen will need to be standardised, users will be free to provide as
much or as little information as they wish. The potential for data storage is outlined in table 1 but only
the taxon name and an automatically generated record number are mandatory, although without
additional information it is difficult to envisage what use the record would be! .

The index records will be grouped by collection and they will, where possible, be identified by the
standard abbreviations of Kent & Allen. Data providers will retain full and secure ownership and
control of their data, and be able to edit, add and delete specimen records over the internet using a
standard web browser with no additional software.

In the earliest stages of the project, it is expected that the main data sets available will be those that
can be extracted from herbarium catalogues that already exist in some electronic form. One of the
main aims, howevet, will be to encourage individuals (and institutions) to use the system to create
catalogues for collections that are poorly documented or little known. The only investment required
will be that of time and effort; anyone with access to a herbarium and the internet will be able
participate.
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The success of the project will hinge on the goodwill of data owners. Although they will be
making their information available free of charge or restriction, in return they can expect useful
feedback about their collection from a very wide audience. It will also help filter requests for data, as
many people with simple questions will be satisfied with the information gained from their search
results. leaving only those queries of a more direct and potentially valuable nature.

Since internet resources are generally somewhat ephemeral, it is important that due consideration
is given to inevitable advances in technology from the start. Any data sets generated by the project
must be transferable. It is only planned to run the project until such a time as improved technology can
provide a similar but better service. When this happens all of the data sets, with the permission of
their owners. will be made available to the new service and the SBHP project terminated.

For more information and a taste of what is already available, visit the project’s web site at:

www.herb.hull.ac.uk/SBHP/index.htm

Item Description Notes

Taxon Plant name after Kent, Foster & Allen.

This will be validated by the system and
only names in the master dictionary will
be accepted.

[Record] Unique record Automatically generated

identifier -

UserlD Text By default will be set to the Record
identifier but may be changed to represent
the herbarium accession number, etc.

Determined Text Name [and date] of determiner

Collector Text Name of specimen collector

Locality Text Place collected

Vice County v.c. identifier code Uses standard system, e.g. 61, H16, etc.
In addition : 0 = Great Britain, H=
Ireland.

Map Reference Grid reference (text) | e.g. TA 1632, SE 97824341, etc.

Year Number Collection year [0 = unknown]

Month Number Collection month [1..12, 0 = unknown]

Day Number Collection day [1..31, 0 = unknown]

Notes Text Any further details about the specimen

Table 1 : Specimen information to be stored in the index
Reference

Kent, D.H. & ALLeN, D.E. 1984, British and Irish Herbaria. BSBI, London.

RicHaRD MIDDLETON, Department of Geography, University of Hull, Cottingham Road, Hull,

HU6 7RX; Tel: 01482 465578; email: r.middleton@hull.ac.uk
ALEX Lockron, 66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL
Email: alex@whildassociates.co.uk or coordinator@bsbi.org.uk
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NOTICES (NON-BSBI)

DERBYSHIRE FLORA QUIZ

Botanists in Derbyshire have been gathering for some time now plant records for a new county flora.
As a step towards this, we recently published a checklist of the plants of the area (Moyes & Willmot
2002) [see also p. 40]. The value of this has just been recognised by the Derbyshire County Council
who awarded it first prize in the wildlife conservation section of their annual Greenwatch awards. As
well as the prestige, the award came with a cheque for £800 that we will use towards the publishing
costs of the final work. We are now looking at other ways to raise funds to assist with these
publishing costs. One way some local supporters have come up with is a written quiz sheet, which has
prizes for the winners. Compiled by the Secretary of Derby Natural History Society it features cryptic
clues, botanical puzzles and general knowledge questions with a floral theme. It is now on sale with
the closing date for entries being Sunday 30th November 2003. If you would like to obtain a copy
please send s.a.e. with a cheque for £1 (payable to Derbyshire Flora Committee) to S.M. Jones, Flora
Quiz’, 12 Chertsey Road, Mickleover, Derby DE3 ORA.

Reference:

Moves N.J. & WiLLmor A. 2002. 4 checklist of the plants of Derbyshire. Publ. Derby Museum.

AraN WiLLMor, 2 Kedleston Close, Derby, DE22 2RA

REQUESTS

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON QUERCUS

I am carrying out private research with the view to publishing a comprehensive guide to the life of the
two indigenous oaks in the United Kingdom, Quercus robur and Quercus petraea.

The main areas of research include: Evolution &. Distribution; Physiological Characteristics;
Ecology/Natural History; Woodlands; Diseases/Predators; Uses of Oak; Pollution/Climate; Cultural
Heritage; and Conservation.

I would be interested to hear from anyone who has a specific interest or has information on these
two oaks. Further details of the areas covered under the above headings may be obtained from me.
MIKE TYLER, The Acorn, Shute Road, Kilmington, Axminster, Devon EX13 7ST; Tel: 01297 34958;

e-mail: mike@mwtyler.freeserve.co.uk

BOOK NOTES

Those that will not be reviewed in Watsonia are marked with an asterisk (*). Unattributed comments
in square brackets are mine.

Arable Plants — a field guide. Phil Wilson & Miles King. Pp. 312. English Nature & WildGuides.
2003. Price Hbk £15. ISBN 1-903657-02-4.

*Cassell’s Wild Flowers of Britain & Northern Europe. Marjorie Blamey & Christopher Grey-Wilson.
Pp. 544. Cassell. 2003. Price large hbk £30. ISBN 0-304-36214-X.
[A reissue, unchanged other than a new preface, of the 1989 title ‘The lllustrated Flora of Britain
and Northern Europe, (reviewed in Watsonia 18: 97 (1990)). The layout is generous, the paintings.
to me at least, a delight. It has been out of print for many years, the victim, I understand. of a
publishing merger, and is recommended as a comprehensive, if heavyweight, guide.]

Cassell’s Trees of Britain & Northern Europe. David More, John White. Pp. 800. Casell. 2003. Price
large hbk £50. ISBN 0-304-36192-5.
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[A magnificent magnum opus, covering 1800 species and cultivars, with illustrations of habit,
leaves, flowers and bark.]

A catalogue of alien plants in Ireland. S.C.P. Reynolds. Pp. 414. Occasional papers no. 14, National
Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Ireland. Sbk. Available from The National Botanic Gardens,
Glasnevin, Dublin 9, Ireland. Price Sbk €25, plus postage to Ireland, €2, & to Britain or Europe,
€5. ISSN 0792 0422. Hbk (which I have not seen) €40, with the same postages as above.

*Checklist of the Flowering Plants and Ferns of Angus (v.c. 90). Barbara Hogarth. Pp. 64. 2003.
Available from the author for £4 (incl. p&p), 14 Greystane Road, Invergowrie, Dundee DD2 5JQ.
[A straightforward listing of all the plants that have occurred in the county, arranged by 10km
square, with bracketed entries for those with only pre-1987 records. The listing is alphabetical, by
scientific name, with the common names and statuses shown for each.]

*4 Checklist of the Plants of Derbyshire. N.J. Moyes & A. Willmott. Pp. 51. Derby Museum. 2002.
Price £2.50. No ISBN.

[T missed this last year, though the authors put their own note in News (91: 59). But I wanted to
mention it myself because it was a cut above most checklists, which are often just a list of names.
This is an alphabetical list of Latin and English names, with notes of the latest year recorded and of
status in the county. This is followed by details of conservation status — i.e. whether in the British
Red Data lists or whatever. Other lists in the booklet cover new records for Derbyshire (most since
the two supplements to Clapham’s Flora) and errors and unconfirmed plants.

There is an introduction covering the layout of the list, and a proper helpful key to the entries.
I think this is a model that many others who do not wish to go to a full Flora could well emulate.]

*The Cultural History of Plants. Consulting Editor Sir Ghillean Prance, Scientific Editor Mark
Nesbitt. Pp. 432 (with 350 b&w drawings and 200 maps). Routledge. 2003. Price large hbk £65.
ISBN 0-415-92746-3.

[L have not seen a copy but the flyer includes

* Details the history of 800 culturally significant plant forms

*  Organized in thematic chapters, by common plant name

*  Glossary and chronology of plant migration

* Invaluable aid for enthobotanistst and horticultural enthusiasts, and anybody concerned with
the relationship between humanity and nature]

Flora of North America north of Mexico. Volume 23 Magnoliophyta: Commelinidae (in part): Cyper-
aceae. Flora of North America Editorial Committee. Pp. xxiv + 608. Oxford University Press,
Oxford. 2003. Price Hbk £65.00. ISBN 0 19 515207 7.

A garden of herbs: traditional uses of herbs in Scotland. A. Walker. Pp. 126. Argyll Publishing,
Glendaruel, Argyll. 2003. Price Hbk £12.99. ISBN 1 902831 55 1.

Flora of North America north of Mexico. Volume 25 Magnoliophyta: Commelinidae (in part):
Poaceae part 2. Flora of North America Editorial Committee. Pp. xxv + 783. Oxford University

. Press, Oxford. 2003. Price Hbk £70.00. ISBN 0 19 516748 1.

Flora of North America north of Mexico. Volume 26 Magnoliophyta: Liliidae: Liliales and
Orchidales. Flora of North America Editorial Committee. Pp. xxvi + 723. Oxford University Press,
Oxford. 2003. Price Hbk £65.00. ISBN 0 19 515208 5.

*Genera Orchidacearum. Volume 3. Orchidoideae (Part 2) Vanilloideae. Edited by A. M. Pridgeon,

P.J. Cribb, M.W. Chase & F.N. Rasmussen. Pp. xviii + 358. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
2003. Price Hbk £100.00. ISBN 0 19 850711 9.
[Attractively produced book including accounts of 115 genera, including Vanilla, source of the
familiar flavouring, and the British genera Goodyera and Spiranthes. Each genus is illustrated by a
line drawing of one or more species, a distribution map and text under such headings as (for
Goodyera) Derivation of name, Description, Distribution, Seed morphology, Palynology, Cytoge-
netics, Phytochemistry, Ecology, Pollination, Uses, Cultivation, Taxonomic notes, Taxonomic
literature. CDP]

Great natural history books and their creators. R. Desmond. Pp. 176. The British Library, London & Oak
Knoll Press, New Castle, Delaware, U.S.A. Price Hbk. £25.00. ISBN 0 7123 4774 7 (British Library).
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Irish trees: myths, legends & folklore. N. Mac Coitir. Pp. viii + 231. The Collins Press, Wilton, Cork.
2003. Price Sbk €22.50, £15.75. No ISBN.

*Leicestershire and Rutland (v.c. 55) Rare Plant Register. Michael Jeeves. Pp 40. Leicestershire and
Rutland Wildlife Trust in partnership with the BSBIL. 2003. (Available from the Wildlife Trust at
Brocks Hill Environment Centre, Washbrook Lane, Oadby, Leics. LE2 5JJ, for £4 incl. p&p.

[A listing of all the rare plants in the county, according to the BSBI criteria, arranged by alpha-
betical scientific name, with details of rarity category, location, 6 fig. GR (where known) and date
of last record. A simple and completely effective list.]

*Review of non-native species policy — report of the working group. Pp. 136. London — Defra. Price

£37. No ISBN.
[The working group consisted of government and private bodies, the latter including the Wildlife
Trusts, Plantlife and many others. Eight key recommendations are given, including the setting-up
of a single lead co-ordinating organisation. The text is enlivened with some case studies, including
the cost of control of Japanese Knotweed, reckoned, conservatively, to be £1.56 billion! Certainly
worth a read if you can borrow one.]

Wild Flowers of Britain & Ireland. Marjorie Blamey, Richard Fitter, Alastair Fitter. Pp. 482. A & C
Black Publishers Ltd. 2003. Price pbk £16.99. ISBN 0-7136-5944-0.

[Not to be confused with similarly titled works by some or all of the authors, this is a completely
new work containing all our native plants, plus about 600 aliens, with extra drawings of key
features and small distribution maps based on the New Atlas.]

Brian Bonnard writes from Alderney:
The Wild Flowers of Alderney (826 photos, 652 1km? distribution maps, etc.),
An Hlustrated Guide to the Wild and Naturalised Flowers of the Channel Islands (with 1,250
photos) and
Channel Island Plant Lore (with many woodcut illustrations from Gerard’s Herbal)
is available on CD to UK and CI members for £30 incl. p&p. For other destinations please add £3
p&p, c.w.0. please. Discs are prepared to order and dispatched within 2-3 days of my receiving
payment, providing I am at home. Each varies very slightly if I have taken new/better photos or
have additional species to include.

Full details are on my web page at www.flora.org.gg which interested members might like to

look at before ordering.

Davip PEarRMAN, Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall TR3 6RA; Tel: 01872 863388

WHITE ELEPHANT INDEED!

I must protest at the comments given by Elizabeth Rich about the New Arlas! Although it is very
large, and heavy, just look at all the information it contains! Mine lives on the floor of the sitting room
in front of the botanical bookcase, since it does not fit within it. However. I find this a very suitable
position for its use. I consult it at least 3 or 4 times every week. and the CD about once a month. My
elderly mother is a good botanist, but does not have the At/as. so I consult mine for her too. I was
absolutely thrilled when it arrived on my birthday last autumn, and read all the introductory chapters in
the first week or two. I can hardly put it down, so to speak, except that mine lives *down’. [am quite
happy reading it while stretched out in a prone position on the floor. and I regularly look at the
newspaper there too as that is also hard to read while sitting but for different reasons! [ warmly
recommend this strategy to others who find the New Arlas a bit hard to handle.

PS. The transparent overlay available from Summerfield Books helps greatly in the interpretation
of the maps.

Mary SmiH, 33 Gaynes Park Road, Upminster. Essex RM14 2H]
Email: mary@smith33gpr.fsnet.co.uk
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OBITUARY NOTES

With much regret we report the following death.

Brian Hopton, the Staffordshire Flora Group’s third most prolific recorder, died suddenly on
Wednesday 13" August. He was a retired teacher, formerly Head of Biology at Wolverhampton
Grammar School, and only 58 years old. Brian’s contribution was invaluable, particularly in the
extreme south-west of the vice-county. He totalled 7,883 records, with large lists for forty tetrads in
the last four years alone. He first joined the BSBI in 1975. [John Hawksford.]

Mary BriGGs, Hon Obituaries Editor, 9 Arun Prospect, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 1AL

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Reports of Field Meetings (with the exception of Reports of Irish Meetings written by Alan Hill) are
edited by, and should be sent to: Dr Alan Showler, 12 Wedgwood Drive, Hughenden Valley, High
Wycombe, Bucks, HP14 4PA, Tel.: 01494 562082. Potential authors of reports should note that they
should not be much longer than 500 words (half a page of News) for a one day meeting and 1000
words (1 page of News) for a weekend.

2001
CAENLOCHAN GLEN, ANGUS (v.c. 90) July 22nd 2001

Caenlochan Glen appears to have been a favourite hunting ground for botanists in the 1800s and early
1900s with many accounts appearing in journals telling of days spent searching the crags. In recent
times there have been few such accounts as a series of owners have been prejudiced against those
wishing to gain access to the glens. This field meeting was made possible by liaison with Scottish
Natural Heritage and taking the opportunity to use one of the few days they are allowed access for
plant monitoring. It was just a pity that none of the staff from the local office was prepared to give up
a Sunday and put our expertise to good use! However we were accompanied by Ken Slater from the
Angus Glens Ranger Service and his support was very much appreciated.

SNH had failed to provide any specific remit so it was agreed that the group of fourteen should
concentrate on exploring a section of crags known to support a good range of montane plants but one
less frequently visited than the famous Craigie Doubs. We headed into Caenlochan Glen from Glen
Isla and after a route march along the flat valley bottom we eventually reached the lowest buttress of
rock via a steep traverse. This crossed several screes with pockets of Cryptogramma crispa (Parsley
Fern) — a good excuse to pause briefly during the climb. To the east the granite cliffs of Creag
Caorach support a very sparse flora so we progressed slowly in a north-westerly direction along the
base of the crags to an area with frequent outcrops of lime-rich schists above the Glasallt Burn.

Here the vegetated ledges contained an assemblage of noteworthy species such as Carex capillaris
(Hair Sedge), C. vaginata (Sheathed Sedge), C. atrata (Black Alpine-sedge), Salix reticulata
(Net-leaved Willow), Coeloglossum viride (Frog Orchid), Botrychium lunaria (Moonwort), Viola
lutea (Mountain Pansy) and Anthyllis vulneraria (Kidney Vetch). On a few ledges and precipitously
steep grassy slopes we found reasonable quantities of Veronica fruticans (Rock Speedwell). Probably
the best ledge seen that day was the one with a small colony (about 23 flowering plants) of Gentiana
verna (Snow Gentian).

Some sheltered, flushed gullies contained swathes of lush tall herbs dominated by Troilius
europaeus (Globeflower) whilst others supported an abundance of Saxifraga aizoides (Yellow
Saxifrage). On one such flush sharp eyes spotted the only specimen of Veronica alpina (Alpine
Speedwell) seen that day.
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The section of crags visited proved to be relatively species-rich with only a sample of plants seen
listed above. The weather had stayed fair and the botanising had been good — as always on such
occasions we wanted to stay and search some more but with long journeys home for some and B & B
dinners beckoning others we descended from the dizzy heights.

[This is another of the contributions ‘lost’ last year, see Editorial p. 7]

BARBARA HOGARTH

2003
AvoN GorgGE (v.ce. 34 & 6) 6th April

Although so early in the year, it was exactly the right moment to catch the six first-flowering rarities of
the Avon Gorge. Twenty-two members met at Sea Walls, the northern cliff top of the Gorge on the
Gloucestershire side, to spend the day progressing gradually and deviously the 1.5km upstream to the
southern end (see photo, colour section p. 1). Sea Walls gives an excellent view of the Gorge, with
Brunel’s Suspension Bridge crossing the far end, but a very wooded view. The ancient woodlands of
Leigh Woods on the Somerset bank appear thoroughly echoed on the east side by what is relatively
recent, post-grazing, secondary woodland. One aim of the meeting was to trace the remaining areas of
open limestone grassland, whether they originated in colonisation after quarrying or represented
10,000-year survival. Where we started, the shallow soil pockets on the exposed cliff edge (beyond
wall and railings) support a stressed, stunted, and scarcely visible population of Arabis scabra (Bristol
Rock-cress). However, a new locality was discovered almost immediately on the nonhazardous side
of the wall itself, near the public conveniences, with a single plant at its most luxuriant and beautiful.
Six more of its varied sites were visited altogether. Photographs confirmed interestingly that though
the petals may be creamy, as commonly described, on first opening, in full flower they are white, often
with mauve- or pink-tinged underside (see photo, colour section p. 1).

We headed south to the Gully, for the easiest access route to river level (and arterial A4), with
substantial ancient grassland patches on either side. Potentilla neumanniana (Spring Cinquefoil) was
in flower and the bluish leaves of Trinia glauca (Honewort) were recognisable on the south-facing
Gully Outcrop. Lower down, Carex digitata (Fingered Sedge) was flowering well on a
north-west-facing scree, having increased from 15 to 150 plants following scrub clearance in 2000; C.
humilis (Dwarf Sedge) is locally abundant on open slopes nearby. Low on the 70m quarried Sea Walls
cliffs is a tiny (2m) linear site for Hornungia petraea (Hutchinsia). Here it was withering, but high on
the Gully edge, and later on St Vincent’s Rocks (the southern massif of the Gorge), healthier plants
were found still flowering in new stations on scrub-cleared sites. Cerastium pumilum (Dwarf
Mouse-ear) had also colonised bare soil left by Quercus ilex (Evergreen Oak) (see photo, colour
section p. 1). A serious threat to native plants, this Mediterranean evergreen thrives in the sheltered
microclimate, destroying any grassland species with its impervious shade. Conservation management
is now targeting it, along with Viburnum tinus (Laurustinus), another rampant alien evergreen; also,
apparently, identified by members from its healthy regrowth, a single Arbutus unedo (Strawberry-tree).

Sites for later-flowering species and the different Sorbus (Whitebeam) taxa, e.g., the Great Quarry
— and access routes — were pointed out along the way. In early spring one can compare leaf
characters of five 4llium species: natives 4. sphaerocephalon (Round-headed Leek), A. oleraceum
(Field Garlic) and 4. vineale (Crow Garlic), and highly competitive Mediterranean introductions 4.
carinatum (Keeled Garlic) and 4. roseum (Rosy Garlic); also the true extent of their distribution.
Where a joyrider’s car had burned out on an 4. sphaerocephalon site at the Gully Outcrop, we saw the
stoutest and most leek-like shoots of this RDB plant perhaps ever recorded here. New shoots of
July-flowering Veronica spicata subsp. hybrida (Western Spiked Speedwell) were noted on St
Vincent’s Rocks; also fragile hanging patches of Sedum forsterianum (Rock Stonecrop).

We were exceptionally lucky in weather and records. Seven members stayed on for one last
landfall, crossing the Bridge to Leigh Woods for opposite views, and a final species in Helleborus
viridis (Green Hellebore) on the Iron Age fort. Many thanks to Mandy Leivers, Education Officer for
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the Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project, for providing each participant with a surprise set of
splendid postcards of Avon Gorge rarities — 3 of the plants, and the Peregrine Falcon. Also. to
Stephen Woodward for his excellent and generous photographs of the day.

LBy HousTon

RounpTON HILL NNR. & MEADOWSWEET FIELDS, CHURCHSTOKE, MONTGOMERYSHIRE (V.C. 47) 17® May

The small group of rufty-tufties who braved the lowering skies and climbed the knobbly craggy lump
of Roundton Hill were rewarded with charismatic panoramic views of north Wales and the Shropshire
plain (see photo, colour section p. 4). Millions of years ago, in the Ordovician period, this Welsh
border region was a centre of volcanic activity and the hills now seen are the remains of mountains
formed. Roundton is mostly composed of a hard erosion-resistant rock called andesite intruded into
limestone.

Unlike much of the surrounding farmland, this ancient grassland has never been ploughed or
reseeded with agricultural grasses and so is still today a medley of native wild flowers.

A couple of days of heavy showers had resulted in the resurrection of a good selection of spring
annuals, despite the dry weather almost desiccating them in early April. Teesdalia nudicaulis
(Shepherd’s Cress), Aira praecox (Early Hair-grass) and Vulpia bromoides (Squirreltail Fescue) were
all found in bare short turf on south facing scree and the beautiful diminutive Myosotis ramosissima
(Early Forget—me—‘not) and Myosotis discolor (Changing Forget-me-not) were sought out and
compared. Viola lutea (Mountain Pansy) was admired in its typical local all yellow form.

After visiting the toposcope at the summit in atmospheric weather conditions, there was much joy
in the discovery of Filago minima (Small Cudweed), impersonating a worn grey floor mop, in more
sheltered conditions near the disused barite mines. One member aptly described the species as
covering ‘a good big little bit’, which was very rewarding to see as the genus Filago is shown in the
New Atlas to be declining nationally due to changing agricultural practices. The dainty native and
nationally scarce Sedum forsterianum (Rock Stonecrop) was the finale of the morning.

A sheltered lunch was partaken next to the Aga in a Welsh longhouse belonging to the landowner
of Meadowsweet Fields. Welcome hot drinks and a botanical cake with ingredients from Poaceae,
Rutaceae and Lamiaceae families were provided.

The afternoon session was spent in glorious hay fields and damp meadows, which had escaped the
ravages of modern farming. Here, members discovered the attractive leaves of Silaum silaus
(Pepper-saxifrage) in one of only a couple of known sites in Montgomeryshire and fronds of
Ophioglossum vulgatum (Adder’s-tongue) amidst a superb mixture of grasses and abundant
Rhinanthus minor (Yellow Rattle).

In the wetter fields, Caltha palustris (Marsh Marigold) flowers coloured the ditches and
Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet) leaves carpeted the ground, interspersed with sedges and rushes.
Magnificent specimens of Oak, Ash and Field Maple had been retained in the old hedgerows and
gnarled pollarded Salix fragilis (Crack-willow) lined the stream. The site visit concluded with a visit
to a magnificent grove of Populus tremula (Aspen), where the pink-tinged spring leaves glistening
with raindrops were much admired.

Landowner, Anne Stephens, of Field Studies Council Overseas, was thanked for her kind
hospitality and congratulated on her management of the meadows.

RutH DAWES

GRASS IDENTIFICATION WEEKEND NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK (v.ce. 25, 26, 27, 28) 14%-15% June

Twenty-five members in addition to the leader met on Saturday at Mellis Common (v.c. 25) about Skm
south of Diss. The weather was perfect and was to remain so throughout the meeting. Specimens of
Anisantha diandra (Great Brome), widespread in the area, were distributed and used to illustrate the
essential features of the grass plant, particular emphasis being placed on the inflorescence. One
participant drew attention to the presence of gland-like swellings at the base of the panicle branches
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(vaguely reminiscent of the glands at the top of the petiole on some leaves of Populus x canadensis (P.
nigra x P. deltoides) (Hybrid Black-poplar). These had not previously been noted and are not shown
in published illustrations of 4. diandra. Whether the swellings were galls or natural could not be
decided. Furthermore, as all the specimens were collected from a single site, it was impossible to
assess how widespread a feature this was. Perhaps members who live where 4. diandra is common
will watch out for it in 2004. (Fresh secondary inflorescences from a different site on 17" August
possessed similar swellings). :

The party then took a leisurely circular walk to examine the grasses of a small part of the common
for which a late summer hay cut is the principal form of management. Specimens of Arrhenatherum
elatius (False Oat-grass) were at anthesis and afforded an opportunity to study their spikelet structure
without dissection. Other species present such as Anrhoxanthum odoratum (Sweet Vernal-grass),
Holcus lanatus (Yorkshire-fog), Dactylis glomerata (Cock’s-foot), Cynosurus cristatus (Crested
Dog’s-tail) and Lolium perenne (Perennial Rye-grass) provided good illustrations of the diversity of
inflorescence structure to be found among the common grasses, and some time was devoted to
discussion of these. Gradually the emphasis changed to examining the less frequent grasses on the
common, including Bromopsis erecta (Upright Brome), Festuca pratensis (Meadow Fescue), Briza
media (Quaking-grass) and 4lopecurus geniculatus (Marsh Foxtail). Of particular interest in a damp
patch was the sterile hybrid between Alopecurus pratensis (Meadow Foxtail) and 4. geniculatus,
A. x brachystylus.

The second venue was Wortham Ling (v.c. 25), a heathland SSSI which, like Mellis Common, is
managed by the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Most of the Ling is markedly acidic, but one or two small
basic areas occur where the underlying chalk comes to the surface. The verges of the roads which
cross the Ling are also somewhat basic. Upon the acid parts were found Danthonia decumbens
(Heath-grass), Agrostis vinealis (Brown Bent), 4. capillaris (Common Bent), Vulpia bromoides
(Squirreltail Fescue), dira praecox (Early Hair-grass), 4. caryophyllea (Silver Hair-grass) and Nardus
stricta (Mat-grass) with Festuca filiformis (Fine-leaved Sheep’s-fescue) dominant over large areas.
Curiously we were unable to find Festuca ovina (Sheep’s-fescue). The basic soils yielded Koeleria
macrantha (Crested Hair-grass) and Helictotrichon pratense (Meadow Qat-grass), the latter somewhat
grazed down by rabbits. An enormous tuft of Carex divulsa subsp. leersii (Grey Sedge) growing on
the road verge was much admired.

In mid-afternoon the party moved on to Shelfanger Town Meadows (v.c. 27), a privately owned
SSSI consisting of a series of damp meadows bisected by a stream fed by basic ground water. The
meadows have not been fertilised and the long-established management regime consists of an annual
late hay cut. SSSI status was initially granted largely because of the presence of Persicaria bistorta
(Common Bistort) which is rare in East Anglia. However, in 2000 the site was discovered to contain
immense populations of Bromus commutatus (Meadow Brome) and B. racemosus (Smooth Brome). It
was for the presence of these that the Meadows were chosen for the third venue of the meeting. A
surprise was the collapse of the B. racemosus population. Only two specimens were found after much
searching, whereas thousands had been present in 2002. However, B. commutatus (both var.
commutatus and var. pubens Wats.) was as abundant as ever and the differences separating the taxa
noted. x Festulolium loliaceum (F. pratensis % L. perenne) (Hybrid Fescue) was an interesting
additional find.

The day ended with a short visit to the leader’s home where many grasses are cultivated. Those
related to field discoveries were noted, together with a few British rarities including five species of
Ceratochloa (Bromes), Bromus lepidus (Slender Soft-brome), B. pseudosecalinus (Smith’s Brome)
(from France), B. interruptus (Interrupted Brome), Festuca longifolia (Blue Fescue), F. brevipila
(Hard Fescue), F. heterophylia (Various-leaved Fescue) and Poa chaixii (Broad-leaved Meadow-
grass).

Salthouse (v.c. 27) on the north Norfolk coast was the single venue on the Sunday when up to five
hours were devoted to the saltmarsh and shingle floras, (v.cc. 26 and 28 were not visited). Severe
flooding has occurred in recent winters when the sea has broken through, resulting in the construction
of an enormous protective shingle bank. An impressive display of Glaucium flavum (Yellow
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Horned-poppy) was colonising its landward side. A population of depauperate Anisantha diandra led
to a discussion of the dividing line if any between A. diandra and A. rigida (Ripgut Brome) and
whether the latter really is a ‘good’ species.

An abundance of saltmarsh and shingle grasses was located obligingly near the car park, including
Puccinellia maritima (Common Saltmarsh-grass), P. distans subsp. distans (Reflexed Saltmarsh-
grass), P. fasciculata (Borrer’s Saltmarsh-grass), Hordeum marinum (Sea Barley), Catapodium
marinum (Sea Fern-grass), Elytrigia atherica (Sea Couch) and Parapholis strigosa (Hard-grass). Asa
consequence the afternoon circular walk became one of consolidation, for no new grasses were found,
but Ruppia sp. (Tasselweed) in the dykes, Carex extensa (Long-bracted Sedge), Ranunculus sardous
(Hairy Buttercup) and Trifolium ornithopodioides (Bird’s-Foot Clover) on the shingle provided
additional interest, as did the Avocets’ nests we carefully skirted.

In all about fifty grass taxa from a variety of habitats were seen and discussed over the weekend,
providing participants with a useful basis upon which to pursue further study of this important family.

Thanks are due to Mr Ben Scotting of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for permission to collect
specimens for study at Mellis Common and Wortham Ling and to Mr W.J. Butler of Shelfanger Hall
for granting access to Shelfanger Town Meadows. The Society is also grateful to Mrs A. Dentith
(Mellis), Mr W.J. Butler (Shelfanger) and Mr J.M. Gwynn (Roydon) for allowing the parking of cars
on private land.

ARTHUR COPPING

WvE DALE & CHee DALE, DERBYSHIRE (v.c. 57) 3 July

The day was dry and warm but cloudy and 11 members attended the meeting in Wyedale/Cheedale.
Near the car park, members were shown a couple of Hieracia — Hieracium grandidens and H. cymbi-
Jolium — and then we set off down the dale following the River Wye into the limestone grassland of
Cheedale and then on to the disused railway now very popular with walkers known as the Monsal
Trail. The star in Wyedale was Draba incana (Hoary Whitlowgrass) and this we found in two sites. It
was in full flower but the twisted fruits were not showing, whereas the wavy pods of Hippocrepis
comosa (Horseshoe Vetch) were looking good. The grasses were at their best with a good many to
look at and discuss the different characteristics; they included Triserum flavescens (Yellow Oat-grass),
Helictotrichon pratense and H. pubescens (Meadow Oat-grass and Downy Oat-grass respectively). On
a steep banking there was a good patch of Polemonium caeruleum (Jacob’s-ladder) but the habitat did
not deter the photographers amongst us. On scree by the river the skeletons of Hornungia petraea
(Hutchinsia) could be seen, this having flowered during April. Geranium sanguineum (Bloody
Crane’s-bill) was in profusion on the banks much increased from previous years. Polystichum setif-
erum, P. aculeatum (Soft and Hard Shield-fern) and Gymnocarpium robertianum (Limestone Fern)
were amongst the ferns we saw. On our return Cirsium heterophyllum (Melancholy Thistle) was
standing majestic by the river’s edge. There was a little time left so some members accompanied me
‘to Miller’s Dale Station and along the track for Pyrola minor (Common Wintergreen). The station
platform was an array of colour with so many plants, but in particular Linaria repens (Pale Toadflax)
was something special to some members, growing out of the stonework. Members expressed their
thanks and a good day was had by all.

JuLie CLARK

Rusus WeekeND, SoutH HaMPSHIRE (v.c. 11) 11%-13% July

The fifth time since 1975 that one or other of Hampshire’s vice-counties has played host to a BSBI
field meeting expressly for the study of brambles, this was the first of these occasions to extend over
more than one day. A whole weekend has meanwhile become traditional for the now annual
get-togethers of the small group of Rubus specialists, but as such a prolonged immersion seemed
unlikely to appeal to the majority of those with a less developed interest in the genus, it was decided to
devote the Saturday to meeting the needs of the latter more particularly. Southampton Common, a
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well-wooded large urban oasis, again suggested itself for that. In the words of the report on the 1976
meeting held there, this was on account of ‘its combination of accessibility and richness (in bramble
terms it is the Putney Heath of Wessex), and because in a normal year the plants . . . tend to be excep-
tionally far advanced, affording the maximum opportunity of seeing and learning some of the species
right at the start of the season.” This time, however, the Common unfortunately proved to be even
more advanced than usual (as in Britain as a whole in 2003). Most species were already past their best
and one or two had even shed their petals more or less entirely, thereby rendering them effectively
unrecognisable for theé novice.

In all, 14 members and 9 guests attended on at least one of the three days. Although the largest
contingent was from Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, two of those new to Rubus travelled from as far
away as Newcastle upon Tyne and Somerset, impressively. One of the guests came to take
photographs of representative bramble species for a forthcoming publication, while two others,
engaged on a major Lancaster University/Natural History Museum research project, were present, by
special invitation, to fill themselves in on how specialists in one of the more esoteric corners of natural
history such as this go about passing on their expertise. This must be the first time in the Society’s
history that one of its meetings has itself been the subject of study, simultaneously.

The weekend opened with the now-customary stroll of an hour or so on the Friday evening, for
which a wood on the outskirts of Hiltingbury, between Southampton and Winchester, had been
chosen. This holds what are believed to be Britain’s westernmost population of R. erythrops on the
one hand and the largest easternmost one of R. melanodermis on the other, nicely exemplifying the
overlap in Hampshire of the south-eastern and the south-western Rubus florulas, which results in its
having a larger number of species than any other county. The dozen enthusiasts who came also saw a
representative selection of the woodland brambles of the region and got their eye in on several of its
more prominent ones that have yet to qualify for, or at least yet receive, a scientific name in place of a
serial number.

Perfect weather continued throughout the succeeding two days. The tour of Southampton Common
opened with an introductory talk by the Leader for those more or less new to Rubus, after which the
south margin and the especially rich south-west corner were covered before a return to our
starting-point for lunch (a more conveniently sited tavern having inconsiderately closed for
reconversion shortly before the meeting). A mainly rather brisk walk to see as many as possible of the
rest of the 50 named species already on record for the Common took up the afternoon. In the event
nine of those escaped us (though some had probably been merely ephemeral), but in compensation no
fewer than seven additional ones were found, most notably the strongly western R. briggsianus, a New
Forest rarity, and a regional endemic of heathland, R. curvispinosus, incongruously wreathing a grave
in the old, overgrown cemetery. The supposedly long-extinct R. percrispus was also rediscovered,
though, offsetting that, R. sempernitens had regretfully to be deleted as apparently an error. Of seven
further brambles widespread on the Common but so far without a name, five were encountered and
demonstrated as well. The day concluded with a buffet supper in Winchester for those staying on for
the following day.

A much reduced party met on the Sunday for a wide sweep by car of a number of select sites in the
Forest of Bere, which occupies much of the eastern half of vice-county 11, an area almost wholly
neglected by Rubus specialists until the last 30 years. Three recent additions to the British list,
R. anglobelgicus, R. caesarius and R. campaniensis, were the principal showpieces, but another
national rarity, R. angloserpens, was also inspected, while attention was drawn at two points to ‘Forest
of Bere salteri’, the unnamed member of Series Sylvatici whose range neatly delimits the one-time
boundary of this now much-fragmented great stretch of oakwood. After that a long drive up to the
district west of Alton — and a trespass into vice-county 12 — enabled another outstanding Hampshire
rarity, R. informifolius, to be seen. Otherwise restricted to the West Midlands, this presumably owes
its presence to the attractiveness of this rather isolated plateau of gravel to' birds on passage from
there. Though Chawton Park Wood, which, it was alone possible to visit in the time available, has
only a single patch (usefully intermixed with R. scaber), its adjacent ‘twin’, Bushyleaze Wood, holds
considerably more of it.
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Though two or three further sites of interest in that same area were down on the programme as
potential candidates for visits, it was by then late afternoon and everyone had had their fill. Just as we
were about to go our separate ways, however, a second record for v.c. 12 was spotted in the shape of
R. hindii. An energetic two days was thus able to come to an end in fitting style.

DaviD ALLEN

SHARESHILL, STAFFORDSHIRE (v.c. 39) 12% & 13% July

A total of fifteen members assembled at a rather insalubrious lay-by on the Saturday morning. Only
two were Staffordshire residents, the others having travelled from six other counties. They divided
into six groups to record in tetrads: all in SJ90.

Lactuca virosa (Great Lettuce) continues its march northwards through Staffs., being found both
near to Shareshill and also in the vicinity of Coven. Another increasing taxon is Filago minima (Small
Cudweed), found near Essington. It was recorded from three sites prior to 1970, another three during
the period 1970-1994 and a further seventeen thereafter. There are many roadworks associated with
the construction of the new Toll Motorway and one of these involves diverting the A460 at Laney
Green. A disturbed verge there had a new record for v.c. 39 in the form of much Polygonum
rurivagum (Cornfield Knotgrass) together with a little Ranunculus sardous (Hairy Buttercup). Rosa %
dumetorum (R. canina x R obtusifolia) and Oenothera cambrica (Small-flowered Evening-primrose)
were alongside the same road. Brachypodium pinnatum (Tor-grass) is very rare in this v.c., but was
discovered in the adjacent tetrad to the west. Potentilla recta (Sulphur Cinquefoil) and Lepidium
latifolium (Dittander) were particularly good records near Oxley, whilst L. campestre (Field
Pepperwort) was at a minor road junction close to Featherstone Prison.

The party had reduced in number, to twelve, on the Sunday. Five groups recorded in five further
tetrads: three more in SJ90, together with SKO0G and SJ91K. The last of these contained a first siting
for 73 years of Bromus secalinus (Rye Brome) in a field gateway, near Hatherton. E.S. Edees’ 1972
Flora stated that Ononis repens (Common Restharrow) is ‘frequent on dry grassy roadsides’ in
Staffordshire, but this is no longer the case. However, large quantities were on a disused railway line
at Pelsall. There is relatively little boat traffic in the canals of the Black Country and surrounding area
and this is demonstrated by the richness of their flora. Alisma lanceolatum (Narrow-leaved
Water-plantain), Butomus umbellatus (Flowering-rush), Berula erecta (Lesser Water-parsnip), Lemna
gibba (Fat Duckweed), Hippuris vulgaris (Mare’s-tail), Potamogeton crispus, P. friesii, P. pectinatus
and P. perfoliatus (Curled, Flat-stalked, Fennel and Perfoliate Pondweeds) were all west of Walsall.
P. pusillus (Lesser Pondweed) was in another tetrad near Landywood. Wedge’s Mill (SJ90U) had the
biggest total of the weekend with 294 taxa, including P. /ucens (Shining Potamogeton) and another
new record for v.c. 39 in Phalaris paradoxa (Awned Canary-grass).

This was the fifth of such meetings held in the vice-county in successive years and resulted in
2,350 new post-1994 tetrad records.

JouN HAWKSFORD

IsLE oF BuTe (v.c. 100) 11%-13" July

Six members met at the Bute Museum on Friday evening, where Angus Hannah introduced them to the
Bute flora project (which aims to record: the island in 116 districts) and filled in some background on
the local climate, geology, history, economy and flora. Two further BSBI members and a local BNHS
member joined the party next morning to explore the shoreline of schist south of Etirick Bay,
beginning with a small saltmarsh. As well as the usual things, this had a good colony of Carex extensa
(Long-bracted Sedge) and some puzzling Ariplex taxa (Oraches), among which Michael Braithwaite
identified Atriplex prostrata x A. glabriuscula (later confirmed by J. Akeroyd). It was too early in the
season to determine many of the plants. The adjacent foreshore yielded Carduus crispus (Welted
Thistle), Ranunculus sceleratus (Celery-leaved Buttercup), Catabrosa aquatica (Whorl-grass),
Festuca arundinacea (Tall Fescue) and Sedum acre (Biting Stonecrop). On the raised beach Fridetum
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and Phragmitetum were interspersed with wet heath and moderately acidic but base-rich bog. The
latter contained Carum verticillatum (Whorled Caraway), Veronica scutellata (Marsh Speedwell),
Scutellaria minor (Lesser Skullcap), Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew), Pinguicula
lusitanica (Pale Butterwort), Hypericum elodes (Marsh St John’s-wort), Eleocharis multicaulis (Many-
stalked Spike-rush), Eriophorum angustifolium (Common Cottongrass) and Carex echinata (Star
Sedge), while less acidic areas had Oenanthe crocata (Hemlock Water-dropwort) and O. lachenalii
(Parsley Water-dropwort), Potentilla palustris (Marsh Cinquefoil), Triglochin palustre (Marsh Arrow-
grass), Lycopus europaeus (Gipsywort), Crepis paludosa (Marsh Hawk’s-beard) and Carex pulicaris,
C. hostiana and C. divica (Flea, Tawny and Dioecious Sedges). Bute’s largest wild Osmunda regalis
(Royal Fern) in wet willow scrub just above the bog was left unvisited after the (temporary) loss of
some wellies. On drier sections of the fossil cliff we found Anrennaria dioica (Mountain Everlasting),
Galium odoratum (Woodruff), Pilosella officinarum (Mouse-ear Hawkweed), Solidago virgaurea
(Goldenrod) and Phegopreris connectilis (Beech Fern). Lunch was taken on the cliff-top, watching
Gannets fishing. Michael determined a specimen from the bog as Carex x fulva (C. hostiana x C.
viridula)(a hybrid sedge). The morning’s total was 214 species, not bad for one field and a short strip
of shoreline.

The group then drove two miles to Straad to tackle the raised beach from the other end. An Iris
bed contained Berula erecta (Lesser Water-parsnip, its only known Bute site), Sparganium erectum
(Branched Bur-reed) and Epilobium parviflorum (Hoary Willowherb). We then crossed the only
extensive saltmarsh on the island, where Spergularia media (Greater Sea-spurrey) and S. marina
(Lesser Sea-spurrey) grew conveniently together, along with Salicornia agg. (Glasswort), Suaeda
maritima (Annual Sea-blite), Samolus valerandi (Brookweed) and Bolboschoenus maritimus (Sea
Club-rush). A breather taken where rock outcropped among short turf produced the day’s most
exciting find, a small colony of Ophioglossum (Adders-tongue), last recorded on Bute by James
Robertson in 1768. Despite the habitat and small stature of the plants, and some arguably paired
leaves suggesting O. azoricum, it was agreed that the number of sporangia (up to 18) was too large,
and O. vulgatum was recorded. A ditch on the raised beach held a large population of Baldellia
ranunculoides (Lesser Water-plantain) and Eleogiton fluitans (Floating Club-rush), while Scutellaria
minor (Lesser Skullcap) was abundant in adjacent wet heath. Isolepis setacea (Bristle Club-rush) and
Pimpinella saxifraga (Burnet-saxifrage) were noted on the fossil cliff. A shortcut to the cars (led by
M.B.) through a very muddy field took us past a colony of Veronica, which despite pale mauve
flowers was judged to be V. anagallis-aquatica (Blue Water-speedwell). V. catenata (Pink Water-
speedwell) is not recorded for the Clyde area.

A visit was then made to the restored Victorian fernery at Ascog, which the owners had kindly
agreed to keep open beyond usual hours. The structure itself and the collection of ferns from around
the world were admired, as well as the interesting garden. Later, divested of adherent bog, the party
reassembled for a convivial meal in a local hotel.

Next morning in pleasant sunshine we met at Dunagoil in the southwest of the island to follow the
shoreline northward. Recording began when a dyke was passed south of Barr Point. The basaltic
pavement was colourful with Geranium sanguineum (Bloody Crane’s-bill), Thymus polytrichus (Wild
Thyme), Centaurium erythraea (Common Centaury), and bushes of Rosa mollis s.s. (Soft Downy-
rose), R. pimpinellifolia (Burnet Rose), and R. rugosa (Japanese Rose) in both white and cerise.
Hollows where peaty soil gathered afforded interesting conjunctions, clumps of Myrica gale
(Bog-myrtle) and Molinia caerulea (Purple Moor-grass) having Mercurialis perennis (Dog’s Mercuiry)
and Allium ursinum (Ramsons) growing in the runnels. Seawards, Ligusticum scoticum (Scots
Lovage), Asplenium marinum (Sea Spleenwort) and Sagina nodosa (Knotted Pearlwort) were
conspicuous in the crevices, while the rocks above had Juniperus communis (Common Juniper),
Umbilicus rupestris (Navelwort), Anthyllis vulneraria (Kidney Vetch), and Sagina subulata (Heath
Pearlwort). Moister spots had Orchis mascula (Early-purple Orchid) in fruit, Dactylorhiza purpurella
(Northern Marsh-orchid) and Parnassia palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus), with Anagallis tenella (Bog
Pimpermel) adding patches of pink. Noteworthy was Lathyrus linifolius (Bitter-vetch), another species
not recorded on Bute since 1768. Both rare in the vice-county, Helictotrichon pratense (Meadow
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Oat-grass) and Koeleria macrantha (Crested Hair-grass) were growing in proximity. Lunch was
enjoyed at Barr Point, with a splendid backdrop of Arran mountains, and enlivened by an abundance of
butterflies.

Round the point, Old Red Sandstone emerged from the overlying basalt to yield a sandy beach at
Lubas Bay, backed by a field and small marsh with Phragmites australis (Common Reed), Hypericum
tetrapterum (Square-stalked St John’s-wort), Menyanthes trifoliata (Bogbean) and Eleocharis
quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush). On the beach was a splendid example of Polygonum
oxyspermum subsp. raii (Ray’s Knotgrass), along with Erodium cicutarium (Common Stork’s-bill),
Honckenya peploides (Sea Sandwort) and Catabrosa aquatica (Whorl-grass). From nearby scrub
came a fine specimen of Carex lagevigata (Smooth-stalked Sedge), allowing comparison with
C. binervis (Green-ribbed Sedge), C. distans (Distant Sedge) and C. hostiana (Tawny Sedge), all
observed earlier. This brought the day’s tally to 19 sedges.

Volcanic rock returned below Dunstrone, and Polygala vuigaris (Common Milkwort), rare in
Bute, was found before recording ceased at the headland. An additional (optional) bog was eschewed,
despite a promise of Butterfly-orchids, and return to the cars was by the road, reached not without
difficulty by those who followed M.B. up an innocent looking slope of Molinia tussocks laced with
brambles. Species count for the day was 248, very satisfactory for less than a mile of shore.

Sincere thanks to all who attended an enjoyable and instructive meet, especially Michael Braithwaite
who undertook the recorder’s job on both days, and Edna Stewart who also recorded on Saturday.

ANGUs HANNAH

NEw FOREST & ADIACENT COAST, S. HaNTS (v.c. 11) 19%.20% & 26%-27% July

The prospect of a visit to the New Forest proved so popular that this meeting was oversubscribed, and
to avoid disappointments a duplicate was held the following weekend, covering approximately the
same ground. 15 members and friends attended the first weekend and a further 10 the second. The first
weekend was warm and sunny but the following Saturday started rather drizzly and finished very wet.
By then, however, the party had seen most of what was on offer and was in irrepressible good cheer.
Their Sunday was mostly fine and warm but the itinerary had to be modified due to the presence of a
bird new to Britain, and innumerable ‘twitchers’, at Lower Pennington. ’

Each Saturday we met at Beaulieu to see Eleocharis parvula (Dwarf Spike-rush) growing round
the shore of the Mill Pool; plenty of small plants were located, but most were immature. A quick visit
to the church car park yielded Clinopodium ascendens (Common Calamint) and Papaver dubium
subsp. lecogii (Yellow-juiced Poppy) growing on the old walls, Malva neglecta (Dwarf Mallow) along
the roadside and a few small clumps of Erodium moschatum (Musk Stork’s-bill), found by Colin Pope
on the pony-nibbled verge opposite. The shore of the estuary below the Mill Pool produced a few
maritime species, including Carex extensa (Long-bracted Sedge).

The main business of each Saturday morning was around Hatchet Pond, the specialities of which
resulted in a very late picnic lunch for everyone. Floating in the shallows of the Pond itself were
quantities of Eleocharis acicularis (Needle Spike-rush) the identity of which was confirmed by
nipping through the stem to reveal the three wide gas channels. FElatine hexandra (Six-stamened
Waterwort), some with flowers and fruits, accompanied it, with rooted Littorella uniflora (Shoreweed)
beneath.

The smaller, gravel-bottomed ponds nearby contained things of questionable origin, e.g.,
Nymphaea alba (White Water-lily), Nymphoides peltata (Fringed Water-lily) and Pontederia cordata
(Pickerelweed), as well as Typha angustifolia (Lesser Bulrush), Eleocharis palustris (Common
Spike-rush) and Phragmites australis (Common Reed). The muddy shores produced Carex viridula
subsp. oedocarpa, nearly over, and the far more interesting subsp. viridula (Common & Small-fruited
Yellow Sedges), in much fresher condition, with good flowers as well as the characteristically shaped
fruits. Here also Radiola linoides (Allseed) and [llecebrum verticillatum (Coral-necklace) were
plentiful. The areas of dry heath were not very species-rich, but we saw several clumps of Cuscura
epithymum (Dodder) on Heather.
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On the other hand, the boggy flushes running down into the Pond were of great interest and yielded
many of the species which people had come from afar to see. There were extensive sheets of
Rhynchospora alba (White Beak-sedge) in excellent flower, Eleocharis quinqueflora amongst the
ubiquitous E. multicaulis (Few-flowered & Many-stalked Club-rushes), the two common species of
Drosera (Sundew), Pinguicula lusitanica (Pale Butterwort) and flowering Utricularia minor (Lesser
Bladderwort). Two enormous fertile Osmunda regalis (Royal Fern) awaited us up one of the wooded
gullies, while there were sheets of fertile Pilularia globulifera (Pillwort) and extensive clumps of
Ludwigia palustris (Hampshire-purslane) close to the open water. Further colour was provided by
Anagallis tenella (Bog Pimpernel), Baldellia ranunculoides (Lesser Water-plantain), Hypericum
elodes (Marsh St John’s-wort) and Narthecium ossifragum (Bog Asphodel) and fragrance by Myrica
gale (Bog-myrtle). One small colony of Hammarbya paludosa (Bog Orchid) was located and another
found near Crockford Bridge during the first afternoon.

The once-rich small pond on the opposite side of the road was given a cursory glance since it was
overrun by Crassula helmsii (New Zealand Pigmyweed), now a pest in most ponds in the Forest.
Ludwigia was battling to contain it and some of the marginals such as Isolepis cernua and I setacea
(Slender & Bristle Club-rushes) were found to survive. There was a veritable sward of Galium
constrictum (Slender Marsh-bedstraw) in wet ground nearby and 7hymus pulegioides (Large Thyme)
on a close-cropped verge.

After a very late picnic we moved down the road to another New Forest hot-spot, Crockford
Bridge. The old marl-pits, treacherous to the unwary, had Ranunculus lingua (Greater Spearwort) and
Typha angustifolia beside the open water and Samolus valerandi (Brookweed) and much else
colonising the muddy surrounds. On the second visit, two small colonies of Sparganium natans (Least
Bur-reed) were seen, in quite deep shade. Yelps of joy attended the discovery of some hundreds of
Cicendia filiformis (Yellow Centaury) in damp depressions near the car park. The extensive bog to the
north-west had an array of plants similar to those at Hatchet Pond but with the addition of Schoenus
nigricans (Black Bog-rush). On 26" two patches of Rhynchospora fusca (Brown Beak-sedge) were
located. We went finally to Pilley Pond, where Mentha pulegium (Pennyroyal) continues to thrive
along with Jllecebrum, but with the sinister threat to their survival posed by the dreaded Crassula
which, having filled the shallow pond, was advancing up the shore.

On Sunday 20 July we met and made for the coast. Following a previous recce of the area we
began at Keyhaven, accompanied by Elizabeth Young, whose knowledge of the local flora was
invaluable. Soon we had paid respects to Carex extensa, C. distans (Distant Sedge), Adlopecurus
bulbosus (Bulbous Foxtail), Lotus glaber (Narrow-leaved Bird’s-foot-trefoil), Oenanthe lachenalii
(Parsley Water-dropwort) and Calystegia sepium subsp. roseata (Pink Hedge Bindweed) in its most
easterly locality.

Then we moved on to Lower Pennington. Mercifully, the Mongolian Lesser Sandpiper did not
appear until the 22", or we should never have found a parking place. A pleasant time was had by ali
sorting out Ruppia spp. (Tasselweeds) fished from the ditches inside the sea wall and piecing together
stages in development from young, ensheathed inflorescences to ripe fruits. Much of the vegetation of
the fields and sea wall had dried up, but most of the species expected in July were seen and a small,
sandy area to seaward of the wall gave us Amriplex laciniata, A. littoralis, A. c.f. glabriuscula (Frosted,
Grass-leaved & Babington’s Orache), Cakile maritima (Sea Rocket), Crambe maritima (Sea-kale) and
Suaeda maritima (Annual Sea-blite). At the edge of the salterns, Centaurium pulchellum (Lesser
Centaury) was much commoner than in the Forest.

Finally, to the saline boating lake at Normandy, where Pete Selby’s grapnel uprooted Zostera marina
(Eelgrass) and hrought enough ashore for all to admire before it was returned to the depths. Ruppia spp.
was here also, and a few more land plants were added to the day’s tally before we parted company.

On 27%, we decided to assemble at the west end of Keyhaven and to explore the coastland as far
east as the Calystegia, which everyone wanted to see. We were joined by the Warden, Pete Durnell,
whose knowledge of the historical background of the area was greatly appreciated. At the Hurst Bank
end we added several species previously missed, including Catapodium marinum (Sea Fern-grass),
Parapholis strigosa (Hard-grass), Puccinellia distans (Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass), masses of Picris
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hieracioides (Hawkweed Oxtongue) and some flowering Allium vineale (Wild Onion). For the
afternoon we moved to another productive New Forest locality around Setley. Among the specialities
here were Crassula tillaea (Mossy Stonecrop), Plagiobothrys scouleri (White Forget-me-not) and
Mentha pulegium (in excellent flower) in depressions on the Plain, and Hortonia palustris
(Water-violet) in the old marl-pit. Finally, Setley Pond itself was seen to contain a little Sagittaria
latifolia (Duck-potato), surviving despite previous depredations by cattle.

During the first weekend, 233 taxa were recorded on the first day and 174 on the coast on Sunday.
The rain and Sand Plover conspired to prevent new records being achieved the following weekend but
much of interest was seen and plenty of additional species were found.

BARRY GOATER

STOP PRESS

MEDICKS

(Lament of an Amateur Botanist on Cyprus)
Medicago, medicago, Medicago, medicago,
How we love to sit and argue Why do you perplex us all so?
If the pod is smooth or hairy, Minima or littoralis?
Like a tyre-tread says Mary, (I'm sure I’ve already seen this)
Fresh or mouldy, coiled or clustered, Yiannis says it’s coronata,
They will only get us flustered. But his mind he may change later . . .
Medicago, medicago. Medicago, medicago.
Medicago, medicago, Medicago, medicago,
How to tell them, how should we know? Call for a complete embargo.
Illustrations in the flower book Microscope and Meikle’s key
Do not match how our fine plants look; Should determine accurately.
Blamey, Palaestina, Viney, While Sir works for many an hour
Show them far top flat or spiny. We can have a brandy-sour.
Medicago, medicago. Medicago, medicago.

Medicago, medicago,

Sing them out appassionato:-
Orbicularis, circinnata,
Disciformis, scutellata,
Polymorpha, truncatula,
Denticulata and rotata

— we have made a whole cantata —
Intertexta, praecox.

SUE ATKINs, ¢/o Summerfield Books, Main Street, Brough, Cumbria CA17 4AX
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Arabidopsis thaliana seedlings del. S. Evans © 2003
(See BSBI News 83: 68 & 90: 60 for a more detailed explanation of these drawings.)
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BOTANICAL CROSSWORD NO. 3

by Cruciada
ACROSS DOWN
1. College cartoon character in charge, taking 1. South American plains dweller lavishes care
many forms (11) on the lawn, by the sound of it (6, 5)
6. The cat sat on the ground cover (3) 2. Botanical language by stern account (5)
7. Off ona field trip? You’ll need a guide to the 3. Peculiar island nature reserve (3)
local terrain . . . (1,1,3) 4. Horse (as in horse-chestnut) wallowing in
8. See /4 down glorious mud (5)
10. . . . and a guide to the local plants (5) 5. Consider these: not of the field but of the
12. In frock a Scottish daisy (5) valley (11)
14. Unfold pleat to show showy part of flower (5) 7. Eggs discovered as I undo vasculum (3)
16. A passage to the home of the banyan, e.g. (5) 9. Berry for bears? (3)

18. Botanical hitchhiker's northern accent not 11.General microhabitat, perhaps, on the
right (3) sheltered side (3)
19. As a rule, grip assorted pinks by the sea (11) 13. Selborne’s luminary being candid (5)
14, 8 ac. Where ¢’er you walk, and whenever too,
this little grass may be near to you (3,5)
15. Sounding brass in underground foodstore (5)
17. Do this for 15s and victory (3)

[This is another of the contributions ‘lost’ last year, see Editorial p. 7]
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