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EXCURSION TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC, APRIL 26TH 
- MAY 6TH

, 2005 

We now have further details of this excursion which was first advertised in the last issue ofBSBI News. 
We fly to Prague and for our first few days will be based in Pruhonice, just south east of Prague and 

from where we will visit sites of botanical interest by coach. 
Our leader, Dr Franta, Krahulec is based at the Institute of Botany, Academy of Sciences of the 

Czech Republic which is housed in a splendidly turreted castle in the park of Pruhonice which is the 
biggest arboretum in the country covering 240 hectares. There is a wealth of good botanists in the 
Czech Republic who will hopefully share their knowledge with us during our stay both in the field and 
the lecture hall. 

There are good Hornbeam and Oak forests with many geophytes in this Bohemian karst area and 
also Beech forests of submontane character. See photos 1-3 in colour section plate 2. 

The basaltic steppe communities on Rana hill are rich in Stipa and Astragalus and on thermophilous 
grasslands species of submediterranean character, Quercus pubescens, Linum jlcrvum and Globularia 
vulgaris are to be found. 

For the second part of our stay we will move to Mikulov, on the edge of the Palava protected area 
with rich grassland on limestone where Adonis vernalis, Iris aphylla and Hesperis tristis grow. Here, 
too, we will see floodpIain forests and meadows near the confluence of the Morava and DY.ie rivers and 
in the Bile Karpaty Mountains, a herb rich forest of the Carpathian type, are many orchids and Hac­
quetia epipactis. 

In addition, it is hoped that there will be time for an afternoon in Prague, a visit to Kuna Hora, a 
late Gothic town in the Jagiellonian style and a visit to a wine cellar in Mikulov. 

Accommodation will be in small hotels or pensions and should be in the region of £30140 for a dou­
ble room but meals are very reasonable and beer is really cheap!! 

It is envisaged that you would book your own flights to Prague and arrange your own travel insur­
ance. We are liasing with a travel agent in Prague who will be helping us with coach transport during 
our stay. . 

Participants should be fit as there will be hill-walking in rocky areas. 
Please apply for a place on this excursion by the end ofN ovember at the latest, enclosing a stamped 

addressed envelope. 

JANE CROFT, BSBI Field Secretary, 12 Spaldwick Rd, Stow Longa, Huntingdon PE28 OTL 

EXCURSION TO THE CATALAN PYRENEES - JUNE 2005 

Following the success of this year's field meeting in the Picos de Europa (see report on page 66 of this 
issue), Teresa Farino would like to hear from any members who might like to join a similar trip to the 
Cadi-Moixer6 natural park, in the eastern Spanish Pyrenees, in June 2005. 

The Segre river valley, between La Seu d'Urgell and PuigcercIa, offers a wide range of habitats -
rock-gardens, peat-bogs, alpine meadows and forests of beech, Scots pine and European silver-fir -
hosting a rich flora. To the south lies the fabulous limestone buttress of the Serra del Cadi, rising to 
2,647m, while the northern flank of the valley - abutting the border with Andorra and France - com­
prises granites and shales reaching almost 3,000 metres. See photos 4-6 in colour section, plate 2. 

The flora at this time of year is spectacular, including such gems as Pulsatilla alpina subsp. apiifo­
lia, Moneses uniflora, Sempervivum tectorum and S. montanum, Saxifraga longifolia, S. media, 
Gentiana pyrenaica and G. burseri, Salvia pratensis, Scutellaria a/pina, Ramonda myconi, Cam­
panula persicifolia. speciosa, Anthericum liliago, Nigritella nigra and Epipactis pa/ustris. Butterflies 
abound, and we can expect such emblematic mountain birds as Iammergeier, golden eagle and alpine 
chough, with bee-eater, woodchat shrike and golden oriole in the valley bottom. Alpine marmot and 
isard (pyrenean chamois) can also be seen here. 

The excursion will run from Saturday 18 June to Saturday 25 June 2005 (8 daysl7 nights), with the 
pick-up about lunch-time on 18th from Barcelona airport. We will be staying in a family-run hotel in 
Prullans de Cerdanya, with both open-air and indoor swimming pools. The cost will be 970 euros (plus 
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130 euros single-room supplement), which is about £650 at the current exchange rate, to cover half­
board acco=odation, picnic lunches, transport by mimbus throughout and services of the leaders 
(principal leader Teresa Farino), but excluding flights and travel insurance (obligatory). Participants 
must be fit for mountain walking. 

For more details, contact: 

TERESAFARINO, Apartado de Correos 59, 39570 Potes, Cantabria, Spain; teL 0034942735154; 
email: teresa@iberianwildlife.com 

NOTICES (NON-BSBI) 

NATIVE FLORA FOR THE FUTURE 

Flora locale is proud to be hosting a conference, 'Native flora for the future' on 12_13th April 2005. 
Held in Reading, this two-day event hopes to unite the farming, forestry, scientific and landscaping 
co=unities. 

The conference aims to concentrate on the issues surrounding the sourcing of planting stock for 
habitat restoration and creation projects. This will include practical advice on growing and using native 
flora and the policies involved. 

Guest speakers include Joanna Francis, George Peterken, Sue Everett, Scott Wilson, Jon Marshall 
and representatives from Defra, Landlife, the National Forest Company, the Woodland Trust and the 
Forestry Commission. 

We are also inviting poster presentations to enhance the conference. Posters are welcome from all 
organisations and individuals with an interest in the use of British native origin plants. 

If you would like to submit a poster, and/or attend THE native flora conference of2005 then please 
contact log onto www.floralocale.orgfordetails.This conference, at a mere £65 per day is a bargain 
not to be missed, make sure you book early to avoid disappointment! 

LIZ MANLEY, Conservation and Development Manager, Flora locale, Denford Manor, Hungerford, 
Berks., RG 17 OUN 

REQUESTS 

DARWIN'S PASSIONFLOWERS 

I'm currently writing a book that looks at the history of biology through some of the experimental 
organisms that have been important. I want to begin with something on Darwin's botanical researches 
and am thinking of choosing passionflowers, since he discusses them in his books on fertilisation and on 
movement in plants, as well as referring to them in passing in The Origin of Species, and The Variation 
of Animals and Plants under Domestication. 

As far as I have been able to discover, nothing has been published on this subject (Mea Allan's 
'Darwin and his Flowers' doesn't mention passionflowers), but I'm wondering if anyone who reads 
this list might know of any articles or books that I've overlooked? 

I'm also interested in looking at the enthusiasm for passionflowers in Victorian Britain more gener­
ally, so ifanyone has suggestions about that, I'd be extremely grateful. 

JIM ENDERSBY, Research Fellow, Darwin College, University of Cambridge, Silver Street, Cambridge, 
CB39EU 
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DIGITAL CAMERA HELP NEEDED 

Since buying my digital camera I do not seem to have had a single shot that I would consider to be in 
focus, had it been with myoId SLR, despite my having been assured that this was a reasonably good 
camera - Sony Cyber-shot DSC P-92. Perhaps somebody in the know could advise us all through 
'News' on the ins and outs of digital: personally the impression I get is that, for this camera at least, the 
shutter speeds are slower than for an equivalent shot on a film SLR, and that auto focus and viewing 
screen are no substitute for eyeballing the subject properly through the lens and focussing manually. 

STEVE HA WKINS, 60 Peartree Road, Stopsley, Luton, Beds, LU2 8BA 

CYSTOPTERIS MONTANA ON SKYE 

Both the 1st edition (1952) and 2nd (1962) of Clapham, Tutin & Warburg's Flora o/the British Isles, 
state Cystopteris montana (Mountain Bladder-fern) is present on Skye, I have not been able to trace 
the source of this statement and would be grateful if any reader could help me. 

MIKE TAYLOR, Westlea, Kyleakin, Isle of Skye N41 8PH. Tel: 01599 53439l. 
email: mike@skye6.fsnet.co.uk 

OFFERS 

BSBI JOURNALS AVAILABLE 
Do botanists still collect books as well as plants? 

I have a complete set of every periodical publication from the society since 1932, including the very 
rare Botanical Exchange Club Reports from the early 1940s. The journals (Rep. BEC, Watsonia, 
Yearbook, Proc. BSBI) up to 1969 are all bound. After 1969 (Watsonia, BSBI News, Yearbooks, BSBI 
Abstracts) they are unbound. The collection occupies three cardboard cartons (16" x 12" x 11 "). Free 
to any botanist or lIbrary who will pay the cost of transportation from Canada. 

Also available: all the early (pre-1975) BSBI conference reports (free, to a good home), and many 
late 19th and early 20th century botanical classics. Send me a letter or an email if you are interested. 

JOHN A KlliRNAN, Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, The University of Western Ontario, 
London, Canada N6A 5Cl; email: kieman@uwo.ca 

A LIST OF OFFPRINT PAPERS BY OR S.M. WALTERS AVAILABLE WHILE 
STOCKS LAST 

1. Alchemilla vulgariS L. agg. in Britain. Watsonia 1: 6-18. 1949 
2. On Arabis turrita L. in the Fellows' Garden. The Eagle 54: 148-50. 1950 
3. Alchemilla subcrenata Buser. in Britain. Watsonia 2: 277-278 1952 
4. Eleocharis mamillata Lindb. Fil. & allied species. Ber. Schweiz. Bot. Ges. 63: 271-286. 1953 
5. Distribution Maps ofthe British Flora. Nature 173: 1079. 1954 
6. The Distribution Maps Scheme. Proc. Bot. Soc. Brit. Is. 1: 121-130. 1954 
7. Sur quelques plantes recoltes dans le Nord-Ouest de la France. Le Monde des Plantes 1954: 303-314.1954 
8. Notes on the Flora of Cambridgeshire (with F. Perring & P.D. Sell). Proc. B.S.B.I. 1: 471-481. 1955 
9. A Reconsideration of Silene caelata C. Reid. (with C M Lambert). New Phytol. 55: 133-135. 1955 
10. Selinum carvifolia (L.) L. in Britain. Proc. B.S.B.I. 2: 119-122. 1956 
11. Distribution Maps of Plants ~ A historical survey. In 'Progress in the Study of the British Flora' ed. J.E. Lousley. pp. 

89-96.1957 
12. Botanical Classification. Aslib. Proc. 14: 231-233.1962 
13. Atlas of the British Flora (short description of the project) Countryside 19: 8. 1962 
14. The Nomenclature ofAlchemilla minor auct. Brit. (with M.E. Bradshaw & P.D. Sell). Watsonia 5: 259-261. 1963 
15. Botanical Nomenclature, Punched Cards and Machines - a Comment. Taxon 12: 249-250. 1963 
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16. Abstracting and Indexing Data. Webbia 18: 19-22. 1963 
17. Eleocharis austriaca Hayek. - a species new to the British Isles. Watsonia 5: 329-335. 1963 
18. Flora Europaea Notulae: Silene (with AO. Chater). Feddes Repert. 69: 44-57. 1964 
19. Principles of Taxonomy. In 'Developments in Industrial Microbiology' 5: 169-172. 1964 
20. Introduction to General Discussion on 'Phenetic and Phylogenetic Classification'. Syst. Assn. Publication No. 6: 

157-164. 1964 
21. Improvement versus Stability in Botanical Classification. T=on 14: 6-10. 1965 
22. The Scientific Importance of Upper Teesdale (with H. Godwin). Proc. B.S.B.L 6: 348-351. 1967 
23. Identification of British Eleocharis. Proc. B.S.B.! 6: 384-386. 1967 
24. Notes on Slovakian Plants (with P.D. Sell). Acta PR.N. Univ. Comen. Botanica 14: 13-19.1968 
25. Cambridgeshire Ferns - Ecclesiastic and Ferroviatic. Nature in Cambridgeshire. 12: 22-25. 1969 
26. Report on Index to European Taxonomic Literature. V. Simposiso de Flora Europaea, Sevilla: 11-13. 1969 
27. Studies in Potentilla anserina L. (with D.J. Ockendon). Watsonia. 8: 135-144. 1970 
28. Dwarf Variants ofAlchemilla L. Fragm. Flor. Geobot. 16: 91-98. 1970 
29. Studies in Potentilla L. Ill. Variation in British P. tabernaemontani Aschers. and P. crantzii (Cr.) Beck ex Fritsch 

(with G.L. Smith & V.Z. Bozman). New Phytol. 70: 607-618. 1971 
30. Index to Rare Endemic Vascular Plants of Europe in 'VI Symposium of Flora Europaea'. Boissiera. 19: 87-89. 1971 
31. Flora Europaea Notulae: Veronica (with D.A Webb). Bot. Journ. Linn. Soc. 65: 266-269.1972 
32. A Contribution to the Study of the Flora and Vegetation of the Budva area, Montenegro (with P. Adam & H.J.B. 

Birks). Glas. Repub. Zavoda Zast. Prir. Muz. Titograd. 4: 41-72.1972 
33. Alchemilla (in gardens) in 'Plants: Wild and Cultivated', ed P.S. Green: 48-50. 1973 
34. The Role of Botanic Gardens in Conservation. Journ. R.H.S. 98: 311-315. 1973 
35. The Rediscovery of Senecio paludosus L. in Britain. Watsonia 10: 49-54. 1974 
36. Some British Chromosome Counts in the Compositae subfamily Cichonoideae. (with J.M. Edmonds & P.D. Sell). 

Watsonia 10: 159-161. 1974 
37. Traditional Methods of Biological Identification. (Historical Introduction). In Systematics Association Special Vol. 7. 

-Biological Identification with Computers ed. RJ. Pankhurst. Academic Press, pp. 3-8.1975 
38. The Role of European Botanic Gardens in the Conservation of Rare and Threatened Plant Species. Gartnerisch -

Botanischer Brief Hamburg. 51: 2-22 et al. 1977 
39. Conservation of the European Flora: Aldrovanda vesiculosa L. - a documented case history ofa threatened species. 

In 'Systematic Botany, Plant Utilisation and Biosphere' ed. L Hedberg, 76-82. 1979 
40. Aims and Methods in Mapping. In 'Mapping the Flora of the Balkan Peninsula', ed. S. Kozuharov, 83-94. 1981 
41. Varieties of Viola odorata L. in Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. (with AC Leslie & CM. Pannell). Watsonia 14: 73-74. 1982 
42. The Rediscovery of the Fen Violet, Viola persicifolia Schreber, at Wicken Fen Cambridgeshire (with T.A Rowell & 

RJ. Harvey). Watsonia 14: 183-184. 1982 
43. The occurrence ofLemna minuscula Herter, in the British Isles (with AC. Leslie). Watsonia 14: 243-248.1983 
44. The Relation between the British and the European Floras. New Phytol. 98: 3-13. 1984 
45. The Role of Botanic Gardens in Plant Conservation in South-east Asia in 'Conservation of Tropical Plant Resources, 

pp. 230-235. 1984 
46. The problems of wild plant conservation. Publ. Natuurhist. Gen. Limburg. 35: 56-59. 1985 
47. The Future of 'Flora Europaea'. Veroff. Geobot. Inst. ETH. Stiftung Rubel, Zurich. 87: 91-99.1986 
48. Alchemilla: a challenge to Biosystematists. Acta Univ. Ups. Symb. Bot. Ups. 27: 193-198. 1986 
49. Flora Europaea: the Background to the Revision of volume L (with J.R Akeroyd). Bot. Journ. Linn. Soc. 95: 223-226. 1987 
50. Alchemillagracilis Opiz, a species new to the British flora. Watsonia. 17: 133-138. 1988 
51. Flora Europaea: Notulae Systematicae. Taxonomic Notes on Silene L. (with J.R Akeroyd). Bot. Journ. Linn. Soc. 97: 

338-342. 1988 
52. The purposes of systematic botany. Symb. Bot. Ups. 28(3): 13-20. 1988 
53. Experimental and orthodox taxonomic categories and the deme terminology. PI. Syst. Evol. 167: 35-41. 1989 
54. Obituary of J.S.L. Gilmour and Two Early papers on Classification (by J.S.L.G. with Foreword by S.M.W.) and List 

of Publications ofJ.S.L.G. byW.T. Steam. PI. Syst. Evol. 167: 931-112.1989 
55. Flora Europaea: Notulae Systematicae. Ser. 2, 3. Silene vulgaris (Moench) Garcke & S. uniflora Roth (with A.O. 

Chater). Bot. Journ. Linn. Soc. 103: 213-216. 1990 
56. Professor Maria Skalinska: an Appreciation from England. Polish Bot. Stud. 2: 17-18. 1991 
57. W.T. Steam: the Complete Naturalist. BHot. Journ. Linn. Soc. 109: 437-442. 1992 
58. Herbaria in the 21 st Century: why should they survive? Webbia 48: 673-682. 1993 
59. Four Dwarf Caucasian Alchemillas for the Rock Garden. New Plantsman 2(3): 185-189. 1995 
60. Optimizing the use of herbarium resources. (with D. Hedberg). T=on 45: 93-94. 1996 
61. Conservation of wild plants in botanic gardens: some case-histories. PlantNet Newsletter 6: 19-22. 1997 
62. Goethe as Botanist. Plant Talk 19 (Oct. 1999): 48. 1999 

JON ATKINS, Su=erfield Books, Main Street, Cumbria, CAl7 4AX 



Book Notes 59 

BOOK NOTES 

Those that will not be reviewed in Watsonia are marked with an asterisk (*). Unattnbuted comments in 
square brackets are mine. 
*Chequer. P. Roper. [Pp. 36]. Sage Press, Rye. 2004. Softback. £4.99. ISBN 0-9542297-5-4. 

[One of the Collector's series of Trees, little booklets covering botanical, economic, sociological 
and folklore issues. Other titles include Ash, Box, Holly and about 8 others.] 

Flora Hibemica: the wild flowers, plants and trees of Ireland. J. Pilcher & V. Hall. Pp. iv-x + 203. 
The Collins Press, Wilton, Cork. 2004. Paperback. £19.99. ISBN 1-903464-51-x. 

Nouvelle flore de la Belgique, du Grand-Duche de Luxembourg, du Nord de la France et des regions 
voisines (pteridophytes et spermatophytes). Fifth edition. J. Lambinon, L. Delvosalle & J. Duvi­
gneaud. Pp. cxxx + 1167. Jardin botanique national de Belgique, Meise. 2004. Hardback. 48 euros. 
ISBN 90-72619-58-7. 

*The poisoned weed: plants toxic to skin. D.G. Crosby. Pp. xi + 266. Oxford University Press, New 
York. 2004. Hardback. £40.00. ISBN 0-19-515548-3. 
[An American book, insufficiently relevant to Watsonia for review, but containing much technical 
information on chemicals, reactions, adverse effects and treatment. 

If any member would like the copy sent to us (free on payment of postage) , please contact me.] 
An illustrated guide to British Upland Vegetation. A.M. Averis, A.B.G. Averis, H.J.B. Birks, D. Hors­

field, D.B.A. Thompson & M.J.M. Yeo. Pp. 454. Joint Nature Conservancy Committee, Peterbor­
ough. 2004. Softback. £25.00. ISBN 1-86107-553-7. 

Sussex Wild Flowers. Mary Briggs. Pp. v +214. Sussex Wildlife Trust. 2004. £10, (inc p&p, see 
below). ISBN 1-898388-17-2. 
Available from Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, W. Sussex, BN5 9SD. 

Atlas of British and Irish Brambles. A. Newton & R.D. Randall. Pp. xxx + 98. Botanical Society of the 
British Isles, London. 2004. £12. ISBN 0-901158-31-3. 

Dorset Rare Plant Register - an account of the rare, scarce and declining plants of Dorset. Bryan 
Edwards & David Pearman. Pp. xviii + 106, with 6 pages of colour photos. Dorset Environmental 
Records Centre, Dorchester, in conjunction with the BSB1. 2004. £8. ISBN 0-9511394-5-2. 

Watsonia Cumulative Index, Volumes 1 to 20, 1949 -1995. Prepared by C.R. Boon. Pp viii + 246. 
Botanical Society of the British Isles, London. 2004. £ 1l. ISSN 0043-1532. 

Interactive Flora of the British Isles - a digital encyclopedia on DVD-ROM. Prof C.A. Stace and 
editors Dr R.van der Meijden and Dr 1. de Kort. ET! Biodiversity Centre, University of Amsterdam, 
Amsterdam. 2004. £32, inc!. p&p and VAT. ISBN 90-75000-69-3. 

*Catalogue of Botanical Prints and Drawings at the National Museums & Galleries of Wales. Edited 
by M.H. Lazarus and H.S. Pardoe. 319pp. Coloured illus. Portraits, etc. Large paperback (4to). 
National Museum of Wales 2003. £45. ISBN. 0 7200 0525 6. 

*Naturalists and Society, the culture of Natural History in Britain, 1700 - 1900. D.E. Alien. Pp xiv + 
298. Ashgate publishing, Aldershot. 200l. £55. ISBN 0-86078-863-6. 
[I have done David Alien a disservice! This was sent for review in 2001, and listed here in Book 
Notes. I couldn't find a reviewer, and it was lost in my shelves here. I found it last week when 
searching for something else, and took it on a train trip and realised what I had missed. It com­
prises 21 essays, all but two previously published in a wide variety of journals and symposium 
volumes - 12 in all. They are all reproduced in their original fonts, which is slightly off-putting, but 
comprise a really interesting and eclectic selection. Titles range from 'Medical education and the 
rise and spread of the botanical field class', 'Shells, collecting and the Victorians', 'Changing atti­
tudes to nature conservation: the botanical perspective' to 'C.C. Babington, Cambridge botany and 
the taxonomy of British flowering plants'. Well worth a browse, and I am very pleased to have it, 
though I feel the price is far too steep.] 
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*A Guide to the Flowering Plants and Ferns of Iceland (2nd ed. 1998) Hordur Kristinsson 
[Chris Boon writes on a flora I had not seen. 'I was initially disappointed in this book because it 
was arranged by colour and not by 'normal' botanical order. In fact the author admits in the intro­
duction that, for the more experienced user, plants of the same genus may be spread throughout the 
book! As an aid to such people there is an index to families BUT the English family name is used 
rather than the Latin one - I did not like this as I can never remember the family names, but the list 
is not too long. Having got over this hurdle I actually found the book very good to use. The col­
our photographs are excellent and, for every species illustrated, there is a black and white drawing 
of a characteristic part of the plant, e.g. seed, leaf, etc. There is a good distnbution map for all spe­
cies as well. The descriptions are excellent and quite botanical; a good habitat description; mention 
of similar species that might cause confusion; flowering times. Also the Icelandic name if you could 
pronounce it! The cost in UK is rather high at £45, but as a holiday in Iceland is somewhat expen­
sive, this is a small percentage of the overall cost - that was my excuse anyway. However the book 
was available in Iceland for about 4400 Ikr that is about £35'.] 

DAVID PEARMAN, Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall TR3 6RA; Tel: 01872 863388 

VICE-COUNTY CENSUS CA TALOGUE OF THE VASCULAR PLANTS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN - ERRATA 

The following is a list of Errata so far noticed in the printed Vice-County Census Catalogue (Stace et 
al. 2003). The list results mostly from inputting errors and brings the printed version into line with the 
data held in the BSBI Database (Leicester). It is in no way intended to be an update; updating the 
VCCC will be carried out via Plant Records in Watsonia. 

Page 17 -HelleborusJoetidus. Delete v.c. 26 alien 
Page 21 - Ranunculus jicaria. Delete v.c. 102 
Page 26 -Papaver rhoeas. Convert v.c. 75 to post-1969 
Page 29 - Fumaria densijlora. Convert v.c. 39 to post-1969 
Page 33 - Quercus petraea. Delete v.c. 26 alien 
Page 53 - Persicaria campanulata. Delete v.c. 36 casual 
Page 53 - Persicaria wallichii. Delete v.c. 36 casual 
Page 55 - Fagopyrum esculentum. Delete v.c. 36 casual 
Page 64 - Elatine he:x:andra. Convert v.c. 103 to post-1969 
Page 64 - Hypericum androsaemum. Delete v.c. 26 alien 
Page 89 - Lepidium heterophyllum. Delete v.c. 26 alien 
Page 104 - Sedum Jorsterianum. Delete v.c. 36 alien 
Page 104 - Sedum anglicum. Delete v.c. 62 alien 
Page 158 - Lathyrus sylvestris. Delete v.c. 26 alien 
Page 168 - Lythrum hyssopifolia. Convert v.c. 30 to post-1969 
Page 177 - Mercurialis annua. Convert v.c. 69 to post-1969 
Page 190 - Scandix pecten-veneris. Convert v.c. 21 to post-1969 
Page 190 - Scandix pecten-veneris. Convert v.c. 40 to post-l 969 
Page 204 - Lithospermum arvense. Convert v.c. 39 to post-l 969 
Page 209 - Verbena officinalis. Convert v.c. 70 to post-1969 
Page 216 - Mentha pulegium. Delete v.c. 16 alien 
Page 225 -Linaria repens. Convert v.c. 8 to post-l 969 
Page 245 - Lonicera xylosteum. Convert v.c. 30 to post-1969 
Page 255 - Lactuca virosa. Delete v.c. 36 alien 
Page 283 - Hieracium angustatum. For 65 read 69 70 (native, pre 1970) 
Page 297 - Chrysanthemum segetum. Convert v.c. 21 to post-1969 
Page 325 - Care:x: hirta. Convert v.c. 103 to post-1969 
Page 377 -Dactylorhiza x venusta. Convert v.c. 103 to post-l 969 

CLIVE STACE, Cringlee, Claybrooke Road, Ullesthorpe, Leicestershire LE17 5AB 
Email: stace@ullesthorpe.fsworld.co.uk 
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OBITUARY NOTES 

With regret we report the death ofDr S.R.J. Woodell in April this year. Joining BSBI in 1954, Stan 
had been a member for just 50 years. He was BSBI Referee for Primulaceae from 1980 until this year, 
and he served on BSBI Conservation Committee for many years. During the 1970s Stan also worked 
on the biological conservation and management of Viola persicifolia, particularly at Woodwalton Fen 
and assisted by BSBI member Rachel Hamilton. There will be an obituary ofDr Woodell in Watsonia. 

I am grateful to Arthur Chater who sent a copy of The Times Obituary of Francis Partridge, who 
died in February 2004, at the age of 103. In later life her pUblications included her autobiography, a 
biography of Julia Strachey, and her own Diaries which were considered notable achievements. The 
Times Obituary descnbes Frances Partridge as an 'expert botanist' and records that in 1942 she was 
commissioned by Allen Lane to produce a 22-Volume British Flora which was to be illustrated. After 7 
years work the contract was cancelled. Does any member recall any details of this proposed, but 
aborted Flora? 

MARY BRIGGS, Hon. Obituaries Editor, 9 Arun Prospect, West Sussex, RH20 1AL 

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS - 2004 

Reports of Field Meetings (with the exception of Reports of Irish Meetings written by Alan Hill) are 
edited by, and should be sent to: Dr Alan Showier, 12 Wedgwood Drive, Hughenden Valley, High 
Wycombe, Bucks, HP14 4PA, Tel.: 01494562082. Potential authors of reports should note that they 
should not be much longer than 500 words (half a page of News) for a one day meeting and 1000 
words (1 page of News) for a weekend. 

GREAT ORME, LLANDUDNO, CAERNS. (v.c. 49) 17th
• April 

In the midst of an otherwise lengthy cold spell, this meeting was blessed with fine sunny weather, and 
we began by examining a patch of Erodium moschatum (Musk Stork's-bill), flowering obligingly on the 
green which was our meeting place. Following a short walk, we arrived at the limestone quarry waste­
tips which support the largest population of Homungia petraea (Hutchinsia) on the Great Onne. Here 
members also found other early spring annuals such as Cerastium diffusum (Sea Mouse-ear) and 
Stellaria pallida (Lesser Chickweed) and some people remarked that it was good to see Cochlearia 
danica (Danish Scurvygrass) in a native site as opposed to a busy roadside! Much interest was shown 
in two rare hawkweeds, Hieracium cambricum and H. britanniciforme, even though they were only in 
bud. 

Moving down to the cliffs at Ty Gwyn, we were pleased to find a third one, Hieracium pseudoleyi, 
in full flower and lower down the cliffs than usual, enabling examination by those who wished. 

We continucd down to a craggy outcrop above Happy Valley where Minuartia vema (Spring 
Sandwort) studded the grassland and a few early flowers of Helianthemum oelandicum subsp. incanum 
(Hoary Rock-rose) had just opened. Tiny eyebrights brought the usual question 'which one is it?' and 
the answer, Euphrasia confusa, was provided by Sam Thomas. 

After lunch, the party descended down a winding path to search for Veronica agrestis (Green Field­
speedwell), Sisymbrium orientale (Eastern Rocket), Brassica oleracea var. oleracea (Wild Cabbage) 
and a large variety of Catapodium rigidum (Fern-grass) with panicle branches spreading in 3 dimen­
sions, recognized in Stace as var. majus. On a grassy bank, members admired the striking blue flowers 
of a well-naturalized patch of Anchusa azurea (Garden Anchusa) and, returning up the path, a Morel 
fungus was of interest to many. Passing a small colony of Ranunculus auricomus (Goldilocks Butter­
cup), we climbed up to the iron-age hill-fort of Pen y Dinas, where we were able to compare a very few 
plants of Cerastium semidecandrum (Small Mouse-ear) with the much more abundant Cerastium 
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pumilum (Dwarf Mouse-ear), with its bigger, showier flowers and less-scarious bracts. This nationally­
scarce plant has benefited from the recent clearance of invasive species such as alien Cotoneasters & 
Arbutus unedo (Strawberry-tree) from two sites on the Great Orme. There was much Myosotis 
ramosissima (Early Forget-me-not) in the open dry grassland and under trees we saw Viola reichenba­
chiana (Early Dog-violet) and Adoxa moschatellina (Moschatel). The brilliant yellow flowers of 
Potentilla neumanniana (Spring Cinquefoil) caught our eye, and were pleasing to see as it had not been 
in flower two days earlier. 

Passing through the woods at Haulfre, we saw the enlarging leaves of Viola odorata (Sweet Vio­
let), inspected Veronica polita (Grey Field-speedwell) to see how it differed from the Vagrestis seen 
earlier, and looked in vain for seeds on Valerianella carinata (Keeled-fruited Cornsalad) which was 
however only just in flower. By the time we emerged out onto the open hillside again, the weather had 
deteriorated and it had become windy and much colder. Other species benefiting from scrub clearance 
here were Viola hirta (Hairy Violet) and Arabis hirsuta (Hairy Rock-cress), and we looked at some 
ancient gnarled Juniper bushes and wondered just how old they might be. At this point, the meeting 
officially ended, but several participants decided to stay for the final optional walk to see non-flowering 
rosettes of Hyoscyamus niger (Henbane). This has been recorded for over 100 years on the Great 
Orme but, of course, only appears in years following ground disturbance and several years may pass in­
between sightings. The present colony of 10 plants germinated last autumn, was promptly demolished 
by some of the herd of resident feral goats (apparently with no ill-effects) but recovered and is about to 
flower this su=er. 

The number of participants on this meeting far exceeded my expectations and I would like to offer 
my apologies to the members I had to turn down. I would especially like to thank John Benson & Ted 
Phenna, both of whom helped to ensure that everyone saw most of the plants on the species list distnb­
uted at the start of the meeting. 

WENDY MCCARTHY 

GORS MAEN LLWYD AND LLYN BRENIG, DENBIGHSHIRE (v.c. 50) 19th June 

Gors Maen Llwyd is a 600 acre nature reserve of the North Wales Wildlife Trust managed with a 
minimum of interference and lightly sheep-grazed. It is heather moorland with flushes, streams and the 
lake shore, Llyn Brenig was created in the 1960's as a reservoir to top up the River Dee in times of 
drought. 

13 of us met and looked over a grassy mound, possibly a burial site. We found Viola lutea (Moun­
tain Pansy) and Conopodium majus (pignut). Following the stream we found Eleogiton fluitans 
(Floating Club-rush), Myriophyllum altemiflorum (Alternate Water-milfoil) and Callitriche hamulata 
(Intermediate Water-starwort). On the banks were Oreopteris limbosperma (Lemon-scented Fern), 
with Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler-fern), D. carthusiana (Narrow Buckler-fern) and their hybrid, 
D. x deweveri. In an adjacent flush were Eleocharis quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush), Pingui­
cula vulgaris (Common Butterwort), Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew) and Triglochin 
palustre (Marsh Arrowgrass). The sheep prefer short grass to rushes, leaving swathes of Juncus effusus 
(Soft-rush), J. inflexus (Hard-rush) and their hybrid J. x kem-reichgeltii, also J. bulbosus (Bulbous Rush) 
and J. acutiflorus (Sharp-flowered Rush). The uncommon Galium uliginosum (Fen Bedstraw) was also 
found. 

During the day we identified 17 sedges, including Carex dioica (Dioecious), C. echinata (Star), and 
their hybrid C. x gaudiniana, C. hostiana (Tawny), C. viridula subsp. oedocarpa (Yellow-sedge) and 
their hybrid, C. x fulva. A new record was C. paniculata (Greater Tussock-sedge) and we were 
surprised to find only one clump of C. binervis (Green-nbbed Sedge) but many plants of Luzula pilosa 
(Hairy Wood-rush). This may be a remnant of ancient woodland as it is said that early man lived on 
this site until all the wood was cut down, and then moved to the valleys to find fueL There is the 
remnant of a hill fort here. 
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After lunch we looked at the bare lake-shore. Littorella uniflora (Shoreweed), strands of Carex 
rostrata (Bottle Sedge) in the bay and a fragment of Ranunculus peltatus (Pond Water-crowfoot) were 
noted and there were strands of Nitella sp. (a stonewort) in deeper water. On our return we found 
Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry), Eriophorum vaginatum (Hare's-tail Cottongrass), E. angustifolium 
(Common Cottongrass) and more Triglochin palustre. 

At the end of the afternoon we looked at a fenced (sheep-less) strip where Lycopodium clavatum 
(Stag's-horn Clubmoss) is established. Several willows have seeded, including Salbe caprea (Goat 
Willow), S. aurita (Bared Willow), S. cinerea (Grey Willow) and hybrids. We had a pleasant day of 
easy walking and interesting plants. We also saw two Adders! 

JEAN A. GREEN 

ETTINGTON, WARW1CKSHlRE (v.c. 38) 20th June 

Twelve people attended on a day with cloud, and sunny periods. The first port of call was the roadside 
cuttings at Ettington, where a scattered colony of Ophrys apifera (Bee Orchid) was found, including 
some tall specimens. I was worried about finding var. bicolor still in flower, due to recent hot periods, 
but thanks to a tip offwe found one plant with one floret still intact. Also found on the cuttings were 
Anacamptis pyramidata (Pyramidal Orchid) and Carex hirta (Hairy Sedge). 

On the roundabout itself were Malva moschata (Musk Mallow), Filipendula vulgaris (Dropwort) 
and (where I have not seen it before) a good colony of Ophioglossum vulgatum (Adder's-tongue Fern). 
Nearby, on a lay-by at Pillerton Priors, we had a colony of 12 plants of Salvia pratensis (Meadow 
Clary), all of which had been mown off except one, directly under a road sign, which had finished 
flowering. People are just too tidy! At Weston Mill, near Cherington, we met a good friend, Paul 
Mariot, who kindly showed us Aconitum napellus (Monkshood) on a river embankment. Sadly, it had 
passed its best but Paul pointed us to a bigger population in a copse Y, mile away along the riverside. 
Here we found the Monkshood in full flower but all the plants were well hidden by Galium aparine 
(Goosegrass) which was smothering them. However, Paul cuts the rubbish away from one clump of 
Monkshood each year to give it a chance and this was the first plant we were shown by the bridge. 
Well done to Paul! Ranunculus arvensis (Corn Buttercup) occurs close by, but the crop in the field in 
2004 was wheat so there was no Corn Buttercup this year because of herbicides. Last year I saw many 
plants, when the crop was beans. Paul told us herbicides cannot be used on a bean crop, which in turn 
gives our arable weeds a chance, for once! 

After lunch we went down the Fosse Way to Stretton on Fosse. On the nearby verge we had 7 
plants of Ophrys apifera var. trollii (Wasp Orchid) in full flower. I hope to cut the verge, with help 
from other botanists, later this year as elm suckers are appearing on the verge in places. By the time we 
reached Combrook there were 6 members left. An added bonus and a pleasant surprise was a plant of 
Euphorbia platyphyllos (Broad-leaved Spurge) in a farm gateway. I have seen this species only a few 
times in Somerset. Further along the cornfield edge, species that showed up included Euphorbia exigua 
(Dwarf Spurge) in good numbers and a few plants of Viola arvensis (Field Pansy). A nearby hedgerow 
verge had again a few plants of Ophrys apifera (Bee Orchid) and also Dactylorhiza fochsii (Common 
Spotted-orchid). The next cornfield was set-aside but had been sprayed, but six seedlings and young 
plants of Althaea hirsuta (Rough Marsh-mallow) were found unsprayed. Since the herbicide had 
cleared the ground of other common weeds, the mallow could have a chance to flower this year. This is 
what happened in 2001, when I found 100 seedlings and plants. The Rough Marsh-mallow has been 
known here at this site since around 1998. 

The last stop of the day was Moreton Morrell, where a farm ditch produced a number of Scrophu­
laria umbrosa (Green Figwort) in bud. One small plant was reported here in 1993 but thanks to the 
farmer, who cleared one ofhis ditches out, I found over 30 plants in 2002. The ditch clearing must have 
opened up the seed bank and it was good to see the figwort still there. 

I must thank everyone who came along to my first BSBI meeting and I hope to lead more in the future. 

BRIANLANEY 
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BOWLAND, LANCASIllRE (v.c. 64) 26th 
- 27th June 

Eight members attended part or all of this meeting aimed at exploring a relatively little known area of 
England. 

The first morning was spent exploring part of Gisburn Forest and the draw down zone of Stocks 
Reservoir built in the 920s. The forest was planted with conifers (mostly Picea abies (Norway Spruce) 
and P. sitchensis (Sitka Spruce)) in the 1930s and until recently the estate was kept private. However, 
access roads have been developed, often paved with limestone chippings and way-marked routes 
introduced for the public to enjoy the forest. The party followed these tracks and enjoyed the abun­
dance of Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid) and puzzled over the numerous willow 
species and hybrids. The highlight was examining a flush that had remained unplanted and that sup­
ported Carex hostiana (Tawny Sedge), C. pulicaris (Flea Sedge), C. viridula subsp. oedocarpa 
(Y ellow Sedge). Pamassia palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus), Pedicularis sylvatica (Lousewort), Pingui­
cula vulgaris (Common Butterwort), Primula farinosa (Bird's-eye Primrose) and Salix repens 
(Creeping Willow). At Stocks Reservoir the group was able to see the characteristic draw down zone 
flora of Juncus filiforrnis (Thread Rush), Littorella uniflora (Shoreweed), Lythrum portula (Water­
purslane), Persicaria minor (Small Water-pepper) with an abundance of Potentilla anserina 
(Si 1 verweed). Limosella aquatica (Mudwort) was not seen possibly because it appears in late summer. 

In the afternoon the rain that had started in the morning turned heavier but this did not deter the 
party from exploring the little known but surprisingly diverse flora of an upland tetrad to the north of 
Slaidburn (SD/75E). 100 species were added to the known flora making a total of 164 species for the 
tetrad, which is a good total for the area. 

The second day was spent exploring the upper reaches of the Brennand River valley. The first stop 
was to explore a marsh where Equisetum variegatum (Variegated Horsetail) was found a few years ago 
(not seen by the party) and where more recently Equisetum Xfont-queri was discovered (seen by the 
group) in a mixed population with one of its parents, E. palustre (Marsh Horsetail). Surprisingly Carex 
arenaria (Sand Sedge), a new vice county record, was found by the side of a nearby track that crossed 
the marsh. 

Most of the day was devoted to exploring habitats bordering the Brennand River above Brennand 
House. There are few records from this area and as the walk became physically more demanding, 
especially above the Brennand Intake it was hoped that relic woodland and base rich flushes would 
relieve the tedium of an acid, heavily sheep grazed upland landscape. However the habitats continued 
to reflect the acid substrate. Nevertheless Myosotis stolonifera (Pale Forget-me-not) was found, as 
was M secunda (Creeping Forget-me-not) prompting a discussion as to whether or not some material 
apparently intermediate between the two species and often sterile was the hybrid between them. Some 
impoverished oak woodland at over 300m was found but most trees, some very old, were Quercus x 
rosacea. At the highest level one tree proved to be Q. robur (Pedunculate Oak) prompting another 
discussion as to what had happened to Q. petraea (Sessile Oak), supposedly the common oak of the 
uplands. A Calluna - Eriophorum bog dominated the moor itself and here members were pleased to 
see an abundance of Andromeda polifolia (Bog-rosemary). Despite a poor forecast there was only one 
shower - just to make certain the party was soaked on both days. 

The meeting achieved most of its objectives but there are many parts of the Brennand and Whiten­
dale valleys that remain unexplored. 

Thanks are due to United Utilities and tenants for allowing access and to take cars up the Dunsop 
valley to explore the Brennand River. My thanks too to Phyl Abbott, vice county recorder, for encour­
agement and record keeping. 

ERIC GREENWOOD 
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KlNvER, STAFFORDSHIRE (V.C. 39) 10th
_11th July 

A total of twenty-five members attended this, the sixth annual meeting organised to supplement re­
cording for a future new Flora of Staffordshire. Six of these botanists are also engaged in the 
Worcestershire Flora Project and they concentrated their efforts on those areas which, although in V.c. 
39, are now in administrative Worcestershire. 

On the Saturday, the twenty-one participants divided into seven groups. Carex acuta (Slender 
Tufted-sedge) was a good find by Seckley Wood near the River Severn, south of Arley. In nearby 
Hawkbatch Oenanthe fistulosa (Tubular Water-dropwort) was locally frequent in a boggy hollow, 
together with a sizeable patch of Potamogeton polygonifolius (Bog Pondweed). Seven plants of 
Datura stramonium (Thorn-apple) were on the edge of a Beet field with nearly a hundred in tractor 
wheel-ruts on the edge of a potato crop, both at Compton. Leontodon saxatilis (Lesser Hawkbit) was 
abundant at Shatterford Wild-life Sanctuary and Zannichellia palustris (Homed Pondweed) grew in the 
canal at Stourton Bridge. Rosa sherardii x R. canina was not far from Highgate Common where there 
was a good deal of Carex pi/ulifera (pill Sedge), including forma longebracteata (with distant spikes 
and bracts exceeding the inflorescence). 

On Sunday, there was a slight increase in personnel and adjustments were made in order to form 
nine groups. Filago vulgaris (Common Cudweed) is eighty-sixth equal in the table oftaxa showing the 
greatest relative decrease in The New Atlas of The British & Irish Flora. However, in Staffi, there has 
been an increase, since the 1972 County Flora, from four to seventeen tetrads. One of the latter 
includes Jesson's Plantation where it occurred on a forestry ride. Fi/ago minima ( Small Cudweed) has 
also exlnbited a large national decline but has increased, in the vice county, from two to twenty-five 
tetrads, including four during this weekend. Large quantities were by the transmitter mast in the same 
plantation and on a roadside near HaUpenny Green. The previous confirmed record for Bromus 
commutatus (Meadow Brome) was from Burton-upon-Trent in 1930, but it was spotted both in a field 
west of Copley Farm, near Pattingham and also towering above a wheat crop at Four Ashes 12km to 
the south. Barbarea intermedia (Medium-flowered Winter-cress) was on the edge of this crop, with 
Sinapis alba (White Mustard) on a roadside, a few hundred metres away. In S088M there was a single 
plant of Cardamine impatiens (Narrow-leaved Bittercress) between The Hyde and Hyde Bridge and a 
patch of Epi/obium brunnescens (New Zealand Willowherb) at the side of a forestry ride. Hirschfeldia 
incana (Hoary Mustard) was abundant on waste ground by a track at Whittington, with Cerastium 
semidecandrum (Little Mouse-ear) nearby and at Upper Aston. 

Squares on the Worcestershire border yielded Cirsium eriophorum (Woolly Thistle), Scrophularia 
umbrosa (Green Figwort) and Rosa tomentosa (Harsh Downy-rose) in S078K, North of Arley, with 
Rosa canina x R. obtusifolia both there and in S078L. The Scrophularia has only ever been seen, and 
then very rarely, in this extreme south-western corner of the county. Pilosella officinarum x P. 
aurantiaca (p. x stolonifera), a new V.C. record, was on a wall in S078Q, Arley, with Viscum album 
(Mistletoe) at two separate sites, nearby. The Stonewort, Chara contraria, was identified from the 
reservoir east ofBrittles, on the edge of Arley Wood where, in the steep West Dingle, grew a stand of 
mixed age Tilia platyphyllos (Large-leaved Lime). 

Some uncommon taxa were found several times during the weekend. Lepidium ruderale (Narrow­
leaved Pepperwort) is a frequent roadside weed in the Black Country and outliers were noted near to 
Stourton, Whittington and Cookley. Plantago coronopus (Buck's-horn Plantain) is mainly seen near to 
Cannock Chase, but was also at Whittington and Stourton. Arctium lappa (Greater Burdock), surpris­
ingly, turned up in S077U, S078Q and S088M, S & T. Several of those present expressed pleasure at 
finding good quantities of Chrysanthemum segetum (Corn Marigold) in S088S, T and V and in S089E. 
Some members, driving home along the A458, north-east of the meeting point, stopped near to the 
junction with the A449 to investigate three Oenothera plants. They proved to be 0. glazioviana 
(Large-flowered Evening-primrose), O. stricta (Small-flowered Evening-primrose) and 0. biennis x O. 
cambrica, the last being new for the V.C. In all, 4254 tetrad records were made of which 2545 were 
additions to the 1995-2008 Flora Project. 

JOHN HAWKSFORD 
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PICOS DE EUROPA, NORTIIERN SPAIN, 31 st May - 9th June 

Fourteen members flew to Bilbao to join the two leaders, Lynne Farrell and Teresa Farino. Teresa has 
lived in the Picos de Europa since 1986, and is a relative expert in comparison to Lynne, who had only 
visited the Picos once before, but had been charmed by its scenery and natural history. Once the group 
had congregated, following a sumptuous lunch for some in a cider-house in Loin, we set off in two 
large-mimbuses, which Teresa was used to driving but presented a steep learning curve for Lynne. 
After about 3 hours we reached the first of our two family-run hotels, this one in the delightful village 
ofEspinama, where - despite the late hour - we managed to do justice to the magnificent local cuisine. 

1 June: Our first excursion was on foot directly from the hotel along a footpath bordered by rich 
verges. Progress was fairly slow owing to the many new and familiar plants found, including Silene 
nutans (Nottingham Catchfly), Valeriana pyrenaica (Pyrenean Valerian), Draba muralis (Wall Whit­
lowgrass) and Geranium purpureum (Little Robin). Climbing gently onwards towards Fuente De, we 
came to richer and highly colourful meadows with abundant Rhinanthus, mainly R. serotinus subsp. 
asturicus (Greater Yellow-rattle), the pink form of Anthyllis vulneraria (Kidney Vetch), Geranium 
sanguineum (Bloody Crane's-bill) and Echium vulgare (Viper's Bugloss) the banks covered with the 
Picos endemic greenweed Genista legionensis. 

The scenery up to the nearby peaks - some more than 2,000 metres - was wonderful and so was 
the show of Ophrys tenthredinifera (Sawfly Orchid), growing with O. sphegodes (Early Spider-orchid), 
O. fusca (Dull Orchid),and Aceras anthropophorum (Man Orchid). In the nearby woodland were tall 
stems of Lilium martagon (Martagon Lily) still in bud. 

After lunch we explored a wet meadow, treading carefully so as not to damage the hay crop. More 
orchids were found such as the yellow form of Dactylorhiza sambucina (Elder-flowered Orchid), 
Orchis mascula (Early-purple Orchid), and Orchis ustulata (Burnt Orchid), Serapias lingua (Tongue 
Orchid) together with Trollius europaeus (Globeflower), Asphodelus albus (White Asphodel), Poten­
tilla rupestris (Rock Cinquefoil) and Dianthus deltoides (Maiden Pink). In the flushes were Parnassia 
palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus), Pedicularis verticillata (Whorled Lousewort), Anagallis tenella (Bog 
Pimpernel), Eriophorum latifolium (Broad-leaved Cottongrass), Cardamine raphanifolia (Greater 
Cuckooflower) and Hypericum undulatum (Wavy St John's-wort). 

Along a shady path we found Dactylorhiza markusii (Sicilian Orchid) and D. insularis (Barton's 
Orchid), which are very similar in appearance at first acquaintance. Neotinea nidus-avis (Bird's-nest 
Orchid) and Paris quadrifolia (Herb-Paris) were seen in the beech-wood while we listened in vain for 
Black Woodpeckers. The downwards track led us through slopes of the blooming yellow bushes of the 
Genista hispanica subsp. occidentalis (Spanish Gorse), where we chased a myriad butterflies and tried 
to photograph the singing Field Crickets. 

2 June: After a.quick examination ofthe moth trap, whose tenants included a fabulous 'rusty' tiger 
moth called Hyphoraia dejeani and the Small Ranunculus, extinct in Britain since 1939, the second day 
saw us heading down the Deva valley. A quick stop in the market town ofPotes turned up Campanula 
erinus (Annual Bellflower) and Phagnalon rupestre on a wall, from which we headed north through the 
2km deep La Herrnida Gorge, where no direct sunlight fails for 5 months of the year. 

Walking up the side gorge of the River Urd6n, we gazed at the near-vertical rock-gardens where 
Erigeron karvinskianus (Mexican Fleabane) and Antirrhinum braun-blanquetii (Iberian Snapdragon) 
were growing with the Picos endemics Linaria faucicola and Petrocoptis pyrenaica subsp. glaucifolia 
(Blue-leaved Petrocoptis). Several yellow crucifers - Erysimum duriaei, Biscutella valentina subsp. 
valentina var. laevigata (Buckler Mustard) and Coincya monensis subsp. cheiranthos (Wallflower 
Cabbage) - grew with the lilac-flowered Globularia nudicaulis (Leafless-ste=ed Globularia) and the 
pink Linum viscosum (Sticky Flax). Shrubs included Prunus mahaleb (St Lucie's Cherry), Jasminum 
fruticans (Wild Jasmine) and Cistus salvifolius (Sage-leaved Cistus). Adiantum capillus-veneris 
(Maidenhair Fern) grew in drifts on the rocks but the most impressive fern by far was the rare Wood-
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wardia radicans, its 2m. :fronds 'pouring' down a shady cliff opposite. We lunched and spent the 
afternoon on sunny, shaly slopes near Tudes, south of Potes. There was a strong Mediterranean 
element with Lavandula stoechas (French Lavender), Thymus mastichina (Round-headed Thyme) and 
Bituminaria bituminosa (Pitch Trefoil), plus Bupleurum baldense (Small Hare's-ear), Eryngium 
campestre (Field Eryngo), Ononis reclinata (Small Restharrow), Petrorhagia prolifera (Proliferous 
Pink), and Tuberaria guttata (Spotted Rock-rose), the latter 5 being rare in Britain, but the last being 
newly-discovered on the island of Coll! In the village of Tudes we found Juglans regia (Walnut) 
groves and a splendid old Quercus ilex subsp. ballota (Western Hohn Oak) and dipped into the water 
trough to find and photograph Marbled and Palmate Newts, whilst trying not to go in head-firstl 

3 June: After a chilly night there were few moths in the trap, the most spectacular being a Fox 
Moth. However, the weather soon brightened and we had fine views of the peaks and the Isard (Pyre­
nean Chamois) as we emerged :from the upper cable car station above Fuente De. The ground was 
littered with Ranunculus amplexicaule (Amplexicau1e Buttercup), the local endemic Anemone 
pavoniana, sheets of tiny daffodils Narcissus asturiensis and blue splashes of Gentiana verna (Spring 
Gentian) and G. angustifolia (pyrenean Trumpet Gentian). Alpine Choughs wheeled overhead and we 
had good views of Alpine Accentor and Snow Finch. On our way across to a clear alpine pool, home 
to Alpine Newts and Midwife Toads, we saw the beautiful lemon-yellow of Saxifraga fe/ineri, the 
generic name referring not only to the plant breaking stone but also medicinally having been used for 
the dissolving of 'stones'. Mary Clare Sheahan descnbed the enonnous, mating Common Toads in the 
second pool as 'turning out spawn like ticker-tapel' 

As the season was late, there were not sheets of flowers but the occasional, colourful splash of 
Gagea lutea (Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem), Pulsatilla vernalis (Spring Pasqueflower) and Saxifraga 
oppositifolia (purple Saxifrage). After lunch we explored the scree-fans in the adjacent pasture, which 
turned up Aquilegia vulgaris (Columbine), Linaria alpina subsp.filicaulis (a Picos endemic subspecies 
of Alpine Toadflax), Reseda glauca (Pyrenean Mignonette), Vicia pyrenaica (pyrenean Vetch) and 
Botrychium lunaria (Moonwort), and all topped off with a wonderful blue haze of Echium vulgare. 
Back at the hotel we celebrated with a birthday cake for Mark Howarth. 

4 June: Our first stop was a roadside meadow near Frama, where west-facing, shaly cliflS revealed 
Dorycnium pentaphyllum, Thymus mastichina, and Cistus salviifolius. Unfortunately the meadow 
itself had just been cut, so that a litter of tall Himantoglossum hircinum (Lizard Orchid) was strewn 
across the ground. An unusual, bright scarlet fungus - Clatters archeri - was also a victim. Arthur 
Copping had meanwhile been combing the verge for grasses and found a new species for the Picos: Poa 
angustifolia (Narrow-leaved Meadow-grass). Further on we were shown the local endemic Echium 
cantabricum, which is restricted to the area around the Piedrasluengas pass - our main destination for 
the day - where we explored a Carboniferous limestone gorge, extensive wet meadows by the river, 
isolated rock outcrops, sloping, sub-alpine grasslands and beech-wood hangers. 

Ranunculus aconitifolius (Aconite-leaved Buttercup), Narcissus pseudonarcissus subsp. nobilis 
(Wild Daffodil), Geum rivale (Water Avens) and Geranium sylvaticum (Wood Crane's-bill) were 
scattered in the wetter places, while Ranunculus gouanii (Gouan's Buttercup), Meum athamanticum 
(Spignel), Potentilla montana and the Iberian endemic Viola bubanii (Violet Mountain Pansy) were in 
flower on the upper drier grasslands. In the woodland, Polygonatum verticillatum (Whorled Solo­
mon's-seal), Lilium martagon and Actaea spicata (Baneberry) were located after a search. On the sun­
baked rocks Thlaspi perfoliatum (Perfoliate Penny-cress), Arabis scabra (Bristol Rock-cress), Trinia 
glauca (Honewort) and Allium sphaerocephalon (Round-headed Leek) made us feel that we might be 
in the Avon Gorgel 

5 June: We transferred :from Espinama to Posada de Valde6n further west via a circuitous, but sce­
nically and botanically interesting route, travelling up the Valle de Cereceda where we saw a tall 'heath' 
composed of Halimium lasianthum subsp. alyssoides, Pterospartum tridentatum and Erica australis 
(Spanish Heath) and E. umbellata, before visiting the splendid wet meadows near San Gloria which 
hosted Nigritella nigra (Vanilla Orchid), Viola cornuta (Homed Pansy), and Pedicularis mixta. The 
surrounding scrub was composed primarily of Genista obtusiramea, while sunny banks turned up 
Phalacrocarpum oppositifolium, both Iberian endemics. 



68 Reports of Overseas Field Meetings - 2004 

Lunch was at the water-meadows of the Arroyo de Mostajaj, where Tozzia alpina (Tozzia) and 
Tulipa sylvestris subsp. australis (Wild Tulip) were highlights. The large tussocks of Festuca panicu­
lata subsp. spadicea impressed Arthur, while a dry knoll had Arnoseris minima (Lamb's Succory), 
which most failed to recognise as it is now extinct in Britain! Here too were Ranunculus nigrescens, 
Linaria elegans and the seed capsules of Narcissus triandrus, also new species for the trip. 

The drivers dropped off their passengers at the charming, traditional hill village of Santa Marina de 
Valde6n for a short walk down to our second hotel in Posada de Valde6n, between the floriferous 
banks of the single-track winding road. The banks had Campanula rapunculus (Rampion Bellflower), 
Linum narbonense (Beautiful Flax), Herniaria hirsuta (Hairy Rupturewort), and several Orobanche 
spp. (Broomrapes). Luckily, the drivers just missed the after-work rush up the valley in the opposite 
direction! 

6 June: We explored the Arroyo de Cable valley, south west ofPosada, on the northern slopes of 
the Cordillera Cantabrica, cadging a lift in a 4WD-taxi on the way up. The valley extended from beech 
forest up to idyllic, summer-grazed pastures, surrounded by a backdrop of impressive crags with 
lingering snow patches. The underlying geology is Devonian shales mixed with conglomerates and is 
acid, hosting Pulsatilla alpina subsp. cantabrica and Orchis pgllens, (Pale-flowered Orchid) in the 
drier meadows, Veratrum album (White False Helleborine) and Swertia perennis (Marsh Felwort) in 
the wet flushes, and Cryptogramma crispa (Parsley Fern) and Saxifraga spathularis (St Patrick's 
Cabbage) on the rocks. 

As we climbed further up through a blue haze of Scilla vema (Spring Squill), dry heath replaced the 
grassland and we found Luzula nutans, Erica arborea (Tree Heath), Rosa pendulina (Alpine Rose), 
Geranium cinereum subsp. subargenteum (Ashy Crane's-bill), Pinguicula grandiflora (Large-flowered 
Butterwort) and Homogyne alpina (Alpine Colt's-foot), plus the endemic, white-flowered crucifer 
Teesdaliopsis conferta on loose shale. 

At the head of the valley at 1600m was a basin mire with Sphagnum species and clear pools. 
Nearby were Fritillaria pyrenaica (Pyrenean Snakeshead), Narcissus bulbocodium (Hoop-petticoat 
Daffodil) and Erythronium dens-canis (Dog's-tooth-violet), which were much worshipped by the keen 
photographers. There were, for us British botanists, some unusual combinations of plants: Calluna 
vulgaris (Heather), growing with Helleborus viridis (Green Hellebore) and Daphne laureola (Spurge 
Laurel). A memorable sight of about 40 Isard, conspicuous on the snowy crags, caught our attention 
on our way back down to a late lunch under the shade of a large Sorbus aria (Common Whitebeam). 

The lower, stony slopes were completely lit up with the warm yellow of the sweet-scented, blos­
soming Genista hispanica subsp. occidentalis. Just before boarding the buses, we located a new 
colony of the scarce Chequered Skipper butterfly, a fresh specimen of the Tau Emperor moth, and a 
spectacular, pale yellow flowered spike of Pedicularis foliosa (Leafy Lousewort). 

7 June: After finding a magnificent female Emperor Moth on the bulb of the moth trap, we strolled 
along the local pathways from our hotel up to the wonderful meadows en route to the next village of 
Cordifiianes. A Red-backed Shrike and a Camberwell Beauty were spotted, while Bonelli's Warbler 
and Iberian Chiffchaffheard singing. Butterflies abounded in the meadows with yet another Chequered 
Skipper, Black-veined White, Mazarine, Turquoise and Short-tailed Blues and Scarce Swallowtail 
among the most notable. Various Serapias spp. were admired, including S. vomeracea, located by Phyl 
Abbot, while Coeloglossum viride (Frog Orchid) was found in scattered patches, plus Phyteuma 
orbiculare (Round-headed Rampion) and the leaves of Iris latifolia (English Iris). 

After lunch outside the local pub, where we kept retreating into the limited area of shade because of 
the rising temperatures we crossed over the River Cares to the Mirador, where we saw the start ofthe 
gorge in the distance. Centaurea calcitrapa (Red Star-thistle) was seen on the bare areas, and 
Teucrium pyrenaicum (pyrenean Germander) was seen in flower for the first time. The startling, large 
whitish-pink flowers of Linum suffruticosum subsp. salsoloides (pyrenean Flax) caught everyone's eye, 
along with Polygonatum odoratum (Angular Solomon's Seal). Rock outcrops were festooned with 
stonecrops including Sedum brevifolium (Short-leaved Stonecrop) and the Iberian endemic S. arenar­
ium, also hosting Hypericum linariifolium (Toadflax-leaved St John's-wort). We just had time to see 
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Crepis albida subsp. asturica (pyrenean Hawk's-beard) before the looming dark clouds brought us the 
first rain ofthe trip, as we hurried the last few metres back to the hotel. 

8 June: The sun rose and touched the crags surrounding the valley on our last :full day in the Picos, 
but it was the Transit of Venus which really caught our imagination. We set up the telescope in the 
hotel car-park and were delighted as we saw the image projected onto a sheet of white paper. Mark 
Howarth was the principal astronomer, ably assisted by Jean Kendrew explaining the physics. We 
photographed the event and the image first at 0915 and then several more times along our journey until 
the last view was obtained at 1315. The Guardian reported that in 1882 Robert Ball wrote 'The next 
people will see it (the transit) is when the flowers are in bloom in June 2004'. This was certainly true 
for us as a group: the flowers were also superb. 

En route southwards to 'The Plains of Castile', we stopped briefly in the beech cloud-forest, where 
lichens 'dripped' off the moisture-laden trees. Here grew Scilla lilio-hyacinthus (Pyrenean Squill) with 
Euphorbia hybema subsp. hybema (Irish Spurge), Cardamine raphanifolia, Polygonatum 
verticillatum, Paris quadrifolia, and Pyrola minor (Co=on Wintergreen). Further on, into the flat 
lands, we saw storks nesting on the bell towers of nearly every village church. 

We reached the open limestone areas near Cistierna where there were many pretties, including 
Aphyllanthes monspeliensis (Blue Aphyllanthes), Bellardia trixago (Bellardia), Catananche caerulea 
(Blue Cupidone), Anagallis monelli (Shrubby Pimpernel), three species of flax - the blue Linum 
narbonense, the pinkish-white L. sujJruticosum subsp. apressum (White Flax), and the yellow 
L. strictum (Upright Flax) - and masses of Himantoglossum hircinum at last. Nightingales and 
Melodious Warblers serenaded us and Purple-shot Coppers and Swallowtails floated by. In an arable 
area across the road we found more British rarities in one field than most people had seen in Britain as 
a whole, with colour provided by Vicia pannonica (Hungarian Vetch), Althaea hirsuta (Rough Marsh­
mallow) and Anchusa azurea (Large Blue Alkanet). 

Another roadside stop near Mondreganes yielded a cereal field teeming with Papaver rhoeas 
(Co=on Poppy), Centaurea cyanus (Cornflower), Agrostemma githago (Corncockle) and Matricaria 
recutita (Scented Mayweed). Lunch by the river gave us chance to observe the Beautiful Demoiselle 
damselfly, Iberian Pool Frog, Viperine Snake, Palmate Newt, a red-and-black striped oil beetle 
(Berberomeloe majalis) and a praying mantis (Empusa pennata) nymph. Nearby we found Orchis 
coriophora (Bug Orchid) and Dactylorhiza elaia (Robust Marsh Orchid), in the verges of cereal fields 
where a Montague's Harrier quartered the ground. A plant new to Teresa, Myosurus minimus 
(Mousetail), although rather dried-up, was found by Mark Kitchen in a ditch here. 

On the return route we explored an area of gravel workings which now had many small ponds 
providing homes for frogs, toads and dragonflies, as well as suitable habitats for many butterflies and 
moths. The final stop of the day was at the viewpoint, or Mirador de Valde6n, to admire the 'puce­
coloured' flowers of the Iberian endemic toadflax Linaria triomithophora and, of course, the view 
down to the distant village that had been our welcome home for the last five days. 

June 9: An early start, a drive through the spectacular Desfiladero de los Beyos, and breakfast at 
the 'Blue cafe on our way back to Bilbao airport, signified the end of a very pleasant and rewarding 
BSBI field meeting in the Picos de Europa. We recorded ahnost 800 species of plant and added several 
new ones to Teresa's list, for example, the small, yellow-flowered member of the Scrophulariaceae 
which puzzled everyone in the meadow at Fuente De. It was collected by Graeme Kayand sent off to 
Eric Clement, who pronounced it to be Triphysaria pusilla (Orthocarpos pusillus), a western North 
American species. It is apparently the first record ofthis plant being established in the wild in Europe. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ALL MEMBERS OF TIIE PARTY PLUS TIIE TWO LEADERS. 
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Advertisement / Diary 

N.B. These dates are supplementary to those in the 2004 Calendar in BSBI Year Book 2004 and 
include dates ofthe BSBI's Pennanent Working Committees. 

2004 

Permanent Working Committees 
15 Sept Meetings Committee, London '200ct Executive Committee, London 
1-10 Oct Database Subcommittee E[mail]-meeting 21 Oct Publications Committee, London 
13 Oct Records Committee, London 17 Nov Council Meeting, London 

20ct Counting Bristol Whitebearns day, Avon Gorge, Bristol (see p. 53) 
6 Nov Scottish AGM, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh 

26 April- 6 May 
18 -25 June 

EDITORS 

2005 
Excursion to the Czech Republic (see p. 54) 
Excursion to the Catalan Pyrenees (see p. 54) 

APOLOGY 

The General Editor Gwynn Ellis would like to apologise to anyone whose email or telephone message 
sent in July has remained unanswered. A catastrophic computer crash, which needed a new computer, 
wiped out many emails; and coincidentally, a malfunctioning answer phone resulted in many messages 
being garbled or completely unintelligible. All is hopefully working now, so please try again. 
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