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B.S.B.I. BLACK POPLAR SURVEY 

The exhibit was prepared for the Society's Oak Symposium in September 1973. It 
showed the confirmed records of trees growing 'wild' in river-valley habitats in Britain 
or of trees planted by ponds, etc., probably taken from nearby 'wild' trees. The scheme 
has had some useful publicity in a few local papers, but the response from members 
has been disappointing. Since September, 25 fresh localities have been recorded invol
ving 37 individual trees in mature condition or in various states of decay or mutilation, 
and adding eight 10 km grid-squares. 

Very few healthy young trees have been noted, and a scheme has been launched to 
propagate from trees of both sexes of 'wild' origin in order to restock suitable country 
habitats. 

E. MILNE-REDHEAD 

BRITISH CHAROPHYT A (STONEWOR TS) 

The exhibit was intended to arouse interest in these plants and encourage correct 
handling and preservation. Information was given on basic structure, ecology and the 
available literature. It is hoped that a mapping scheme will be undertaken in the near 
future in conjunction with the Biological Records Centre. 

It was emphasised that the drying of charophytes for herbarium material should be 
discouraged and that specimens should be identified fresh (or preserved in 2 % formalin) 
whenever possible. For further information on the collection and identification of 
stoneworts please contact the author at the Department of Botany, British Museum 
(Natural History), CromweIl Road, London S.W.7. 

J. A. MOORE 

TREE PLANTING YEAR 1973 

During 1973 the Government, through the Department of Environment, sponsored a 
campaign to encourage the planting of trees in large numbers, not only as a commercial 
enterprise but in gardens, towns, streets, open spaces, and in the country. The object 
was to make an immediate impact on the environment and to make people more 'tree 
conscious'. 1973 was therefore designated Tree Planting Year and in support of this 
campaign the British Post Office issued on 28th February a special 9p stamp depicting 
one of the British oaks, Quercus robur. On display were a collection of leaflets, magazine 
articles, gifts, newspaper cuttings, philatelic and herbarium material relating to 
TreePlanting Year. 

Y. L. MOSCATI 

A KEY TO BRITISH RUBI 

A key to 400 microspecies of Rubus was presented. This key covers 118 characters and 
is in the form of a pack of punched cards. Such a key (polyclave) can be used with any 
choice of characters and these characters can be used in any order, thus avoiding some 
of the disadvantages of a conventional key. The polyclave is manufactured by the use of 
a computer but is used entirely in the hand. It can be easily and cheaply revised and 
reproduced. The descriptions of the plants were obtained from the monograph Hand
book a/the Rubi a/Great Britain and Ireland by W. C. R. Watson (1958), plus observa
tions on herbarium material. Additional cards convert the general key into a key for a 
smaller area, such as a vice-county. Copies are available on request, together with 
reports explaining the use ·of the key in detail. 

R. J. PANKHURST 
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MISTLETOE DISTRIBUTION 

A map showing the distribution of mistletoe (Viscum album) by tetrads in England and 
Wales was exhibited. It shows that knowledge of the major distribution area, which 
extends from Somerset to Shropshire, is now almost complete, but that there are gaps 
in southern Gloucestershire and on the Shropshire-Herefordshire border. 

Maps on the distribution of mistletoe on its eight most important hosts, viz. Apple, 
Lime, Hawthorn, Black Italian Poplar (Populus x canadensis), False Acacia, Field 
Maple, Crab Apple and Crack Willow (Salixjragilis), were also included. The limits 
of distribution in Somerset and the relative importance of local climate and of the 
presence or absence of orchards were discussed. 

F. H. PERRING 

FLORA OF KENT - TETRAD MAPPING SCHEME 

Nearly 150,000 records have been collected together since this scheme started in 1971. 
A map showed the number of plants so far recorded from each tetrad in the county. 
Fourteen selected species-maps were also shown to illustrate different types of distribu
tion. Of special interest was Veronicajiliformis, first recorded in Kent in 1950, but now 
with 188 localities distributed throughout the county. 

E. G. PmLP 

ASPLENIUM CUNEIFOLIUM IN SCOTLAND - A 

NEGLECTED BRITISH FERN 

Since 1862 it has been recognised that an Asplenium closely related to A. adiantum
nigrum sensu stricto occurs on serpentine rocks in a number of Scottish localities, but 
this fern has received remarkably little attention from modern botanists. Recently, two 
plants from Glendaruel, Argyll, V.c . 98, and one from Glen Lochay, Mid Perth, 
v.c. 88, have proved to be diploid with a chromosome number of n = 36; A . adiantum
nigrum sensu stricto is tetraploid with n = 72. Morphologically similar, but as yet 
cytologically unexamined, plants in a number of other Scottish serpentine areas are 
considered to belong to the same taxon, Asplenium cuneifolium Viv., a 'serpentine fern' 
of scattered distribution on the Continent. 

The exhibit consisted of herbarium specimens from a number of Scottish localities, 
a map showing the probable distribution of A . cuneifolium in Scotland, drawings of 
the chromosomes at meiosis and pinnule characters of the cytologically-determined 
plants. 

R. H. ROBERTS & A. McG. STIRLING 

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF BRITISH ORCHIDS 

The exhibit consisted of photographs of British orchids taken during the past two years. 
A number of species with a northern distribution were shown, e.g. Listera cordata and 
Corallorhiza trifida; the rarer taxa included Liparis loeselii var. ovata. 

G.RODWAY 

SOME FLOWERING TREES FROM PAKISTAN 

This exhibit was an attempt to show the variety of flowering trees to be found in Lahore, 
a city in the Punjab plains of western Pakistan. Here, summer temperatures reach 
daily maxima in excess of 100° F from the end of April until early October. During the 
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brief spring, the streets of Lahore are a riot of colour as the trees produce flowers. The 
most common are probably the lemon-yellow Indian Laburnum (Cassiajistula), and 
the bright red Indian Coral Tree (Erythrina indica). Many of the trees are of course 
native to Asia, e.g. the Fig (Pterospermum acerifolium) and the Mango . (Mangifera 
indica), but others are introductions, e.g. the Bottlebrush Tree (Callistemon lanceolatus), 
from Australia, and the Tulip Tree (Spathodea sp.), from tropical Africa. 

The exhibit was illustrated by paintings which were the work of Sandra Blaylock 
Seifert, who was once resident in Lahore. 

K. Y. J. RUSHWORTH 

A NEGLECTED BRITISH IVY 

Hedera helix var. hibernica Kirchn. (Irish Ivy) is surely too abundant in Britain to be 
simply a garden escape, and is distinct enough from H. helix L. var. helix (Common Ivy) 
in its gross morphology to be easily recognised. Var. helix is diploid (2n = 48) and var. 
hibernica tetraploid (2n = 96). Studies of 19th century authors reveal another possible 
native, H. callariensis Willd. (Canary Ivy). In 1933 Chevalier visited the Channel Isles 
and found, as well as Common Ivy and Canary Ivy, possible hybrids between the two, 
which Schneider named H . helix var. hibernica. Some 20th century authors suggest that 
the Irish Ivy is a geographical and not a horticultural variation of the Common Ivy. 

Living branches of both climbing and flowering shoots of H. helix var. helix and var. 
hibernica were exhibited, with drawings ofthe stellate hairs from these and H . canarien-
sis. 

A. RUTHERFORD 

A FERN NEW TO SCOTLAND - POLYSTICHUM X 

ILLYRICUM IN WEST SUTHERLAND 

Polyslichum x illyricum (Borbas) Rahne, the hybrid between P. aculeatum and P. 
lonchitis, has recently been found growing with the parents in limestone scree near 
Inchnadamph, W. Sutherland, v.c. 108. This represents only its second locality in the 
British Isles, the other record being from Leitrim, v.c. R29 (see Watsonia, 9 : 432 
(1972)). 

Specimens collected in the summer and autumn of 1973 were shown to illustrate the 
degree of variability in frond-morphology of the hybrid. Specimens of both parent 
species from the same site were shown for comparison. 

ASPERULA OCCIDENTALIS IN BRITAIN 

For a full report of this species see Short Notes, pp. 170-171. 

A. McG. STIRLING 

T. G. TUTIN & A. O. CHATER 

A NATURAL HYBRID IN CENTAURIUM 

Centaurium erythraea (2n = 40) and Cenlaurium littorale (2n = 40) are usually spatially 
and ecologically isolated, but on parts of the coasts of Lancashire and North Wales, 
where man has interfered with the natural vegetation, the two species grow together in 
mixed populations. There is some overlap in the flowering periods of the two species 
and casual transfer of pollen by non-discriminating insects (probably thrips) has 
resulted in the pollination of C. erythraea by C.littorale. 
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The FI tetraploid hybrids (2n = 40) are sterile, but backcrossing of unreduced 
FI hybrid · gametes to normal, reduced gametes of C littorale results in hexaploid 
hybrids (2n = 60). These are isolated from both parents by the difference in chromo
some number, but on selling produce vigorous, fully fertile, hybrid plants. Thus hy
bridization has resulted in the formation of a new biological entity by abrupt speciation. 

R. UBSDELL 

VERONICA SPICATA IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

The Spiked Speedwell, Veronica spicata, is one of the famous Continental rarities of the 
East Anglian flora, recorded first by John Ray more than 300 years ago 'in great 
plenty' on a part of Newmarket Heath. In recent years its survival on the Heath has 
been in some doubt. It is pleasant to record that in 1973 two small patches of this 
beautiful native species have been located on the Heath, and measures have been taken 
for its protection. 

The exhibit showed specimens from the Cambridge University Herbarium collected 
in July 1823, and photographs taken by Mr William Palmer 150 years later of the plant 
in flower. 

The following also exhibited: 

G. BECKETT & E. J. CLEMENT. Field Meeting in Jugoslavia. 
M. BRIGGs. The Sussex oak. 

S. M. WALTERS 

COMMITTEE FOR THE STUDY OF THE SCOTTISH FLORA. Inverness-shire Survey 1973. 
T. M. DAVIES, M. S. DAVIEs & R . W. SNAYDON. The ecological genetics of Anthoxan

thum odoratum. 
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY, BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY). Recent accessions to 

the Botany Library. 
A. N. GIBBY. Postage stamps of botanical interest. 
F. N. HEpPER. The plants of Ham riverside lands, Richmond. 
J . MUNGALL & B. STRATTON. Cyanide - a natural pesticide. 
NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDENS, GLASNEVIN. Some interesting plants. 
P. Q'HARA. British wild flowers and butterflies. 
W. T. STEARN. The European rhubarb - on the way to extinction? 

In the lecture hall the following members gave short talks illustrated by colour-slides: 

H. J. B. BIRKS. Plants of the Faroe Islands. 
J . E. LOUSLEY. New appearances of some rare British plants in 1973. 
J. L. MASON. Wild flowers on military land. 
G. RODWAY. British orchids. 
A. G. SIDE & E. G. PmLP. Kent - still a botanist's paradise, 
F. M. TA YLER. Armeria maritima in Durham. 


