






JAMES ROBERTSON AND BUTE BOTANY 67

FIGURE 1. Map of the Isle of Bute. Place names underlined are those as written in the Remarks. Where
different, modem spellings are shown in brackets. Freshwater lochs are shown in black.
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TABLE 1. SPECIES NOW ABSENT FROM BUTE
Manuscript binomials are followed by theitmodem equivalents in brackets. A: No records since Robertson; B:
No records since Ballantyne (1911); C: No records since Lee (1933); some of Lee's records may refer to the
19th century.
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1. Weeds and garden escapes.
Aethusa cynapium (A. cynapium L.) Fool's Parsley
Agrostema githago (A. githago L.) Corncockle
Agrostis spicaventi (Apera spica-venti (L.) Beauv.) Silky Apera
Anthemis nobilis (Chamaemelum nobile (L. )All.) Chamomile
Brassica campestris (B. rapa L. ssp. sylvestris (L.) Janchen) Wild Turnip
Bromus secalinus (B. secalinus L.) Rye Brome
Cheiranthus cheiri (C. cheiri L.) Wallflower

xCuscuta Europaea (C. europaea L.) Large Dodder
xHelleborus viridis (H. viridis L.) Green Hellebore
[Lolium] temulentum (L. temulentum L.) Darnel
Scleranthus annuus (S. annuus L.) Knawel
[Trifolium] agrarium (*T. campestre Schreb.) Hop Trefoil

2. Plants of unimproved pasture, wetlands, heaths, rough ground and the coast.
Aira setacea (Deschampsia setacea (Huds.) Hack.) Bog Hair-grass

x[Arundo] calamagrostis (Calamagrostis canescens (Weber) Roth) Purple Smallreed
[Carex] inflata (tC. vesicaria L.) Bladder Sedge
Carex pilulifera (C. pilulifera L.) Pill-headed Sedge
[Cerastium] Semidecandrum (C. semidecandrum L.) Little Mouse-ear Chickweed
Filago germanica (F. vulgaris Lam.) Common Cudweed
Fumaria claviculata (Corydalis claviculata (L.) DC.) White Climbing Fumitory
[Lycopodium] selago (Huperzia selago) Fir Clubmoss

xOphioglossum vulgat. (0. vulgatum L.) Adder's Tongue
[Orchis] pyramidalis (Anacamptis pyramidalis (L.) Rich.) Pyramidal Orchid
Orobus tuberosus (Lathyrus montanus Bernh.) Bitter Vetch

xPoa loliacea (Desmazeria marina (L.) Druce) Darnel Poa
xPolygonum viviparum (P. viviparum L.) Alpine Bistort
x[Satyrium] albidum (Pseudorchis albida (L.) A. & O. Love) Small White Orchid
xSatyrium viride (Coeloglossum viride (L.) Hartman) Frog Orchid
Saxifraga granulata (S. granulata L.) Meadow Saxifrage

xVaccinium vitis-idaea (V. vitis-idaea L.) Cowberry
[Vicia] lathjroides (V. lathyroides L.) Spring Vetch
[Vicia] sylvatica (V. sylvatica L.) Wood Vetch

A
A
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3. Aquatic plants
Myriophyllum spicat (M. spicatum L.) Spiked Water-milfoil
[Potamogeton] lucens (P. lucens L.) Shining Pondweed
Sparganium natans (S. minimum Walbr.) Small Bur-reed
Zostera marina (Z. marina L.) Eel-grass

4. Certainly or probably misidentified plants. (Not recorded since Robertson's visit),
xAcrostichum ilvense ('Woodsia alpina (Bolton) S. F. Gray) Alpine Woodsia
Bunium bulbocastanum (B. bulbocastanum L.) Great Pignut
[Carex] distans (C. distans L.) Distant Sedge
[Carex] divisa (C. divisa L.) Divided Sedge
[Equisetum]jluviatile ('E. telmateia Ehrh.) Great Horsetail
Juncus oculus (J. oculus L.) Sharp Rush
[Potamogeton] compressum (P. compressus L.) Grass-wrack Pondweed

xPotentilla argentea (P. argentea L.) Hoary Cinquefoil
xSedum sexangulare (S. sexangulare L.) Insipid Stonecrop
Sium latifolium (S. latifolium L.) Water Parsnip
Thymus serpyllum (T. serpyllum L.) Thyme
Ulmus campestris (U. procera Salisb.) English Elm

'See Dandy in Stearn (1973). tSee Jermy et al. 1982.
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SPECIES MISSING FROM THE LIST 

There are some noteworthy absentees from the list. By these are meant distinct species, recognized 
in the mid-18th century, which in all likelihood were just as common then as now. Allium ursinum 
L., Drosera rotundifolia L., Hydrocotyle vulgaris L., Hypochaeris radicata L. and Rumex 
obtusifolius L. are five which spring to mind. Though 30 taxa of grasses are listed, Robertson 
seemingly missed Brachypodium sylvaticum (Hudson) Beauv., Deschampsia cespitosa (L.) 
Beauv., Phalaris arundinacea L. and Poa trivialis L. All these species were in Hope's herbarium. 
However, Festuca rubra, though a Linnaean species and discussed by Hudson, is not in the 
Catalogue and so perhaps was not known to, or misunderstood by, Robertson and Hope and this 
omission can be explained. It is especially surprising that the common, conspicuous Deschampsia 
cespitosa is missing from the list. Could the rare Deschampsia setacea, discussed above, be a 
thoughtless transcriber's error for D. cespitosa, unchecked by Hope? See Plate 1. Another striking 
absentee is the sedge Carex nigra (L.) Reichard, which is conspicuous on Bute. Then known as 
Carex cespitosa L., this species can scarcely have escaped notice by Robertson who recorded no 
less than 17 sedges; the modem list totals only 23. However, none of the names used by Robertson 
can be applied to C. nigra. It is hard to account for some of these omissions except to say that 
nobody can find everything especially on a short visit or, perhaps, some species though recognized 
or even collected never found their way on to the list finally sent to Lord Bute. 

CONCLUSION 

In the letter, Hope praises the list as "numerous" considering the brevity of Robertson's visit. 
Even had Robertson stayed much longer on the island this is a claim with which one can readily 
agree. Robertson and Hope compiled a list of 380 species of vascular plants. It is clear that this 
represents a very substantial part of the flora that there was to find. 

The disappearances of species recorded in 1768 and now extinct on Bute can for the most part be 
readily explained. The many changes in agricultural practices, such as the efficient cleaning of 
seeds, improvement in grassland management, drainage, fire and reclaiming of marginal land, may 
well have been the major agents. The misidentified species represent only a few percent of the total 
380 vascular plants and are readily understandable with regard to the state of knowledge in the mid 
18th century. The likely sources of these mistaken records are widespread species familiar in the 
west of Scotland. 

The list in its length and detail and even in the annotations, sparse though they are, 
demonstrates the assiduousness, efficiency and perceptiveness of the partnership of Robertson and 
Hope. Like Hope, Robertson published very little and in consequence has suffered the undeserved 
fate of being little known to British field botanists. 
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