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and Sarah Blackstone were buried at Harefield (10), and in her will
Sarah bequeathed to John the sum of £€30 (12).

Early in 1744 Blackstone was corresponding with Mr Halfhide, ‘“ an
eminent apothecary and curious botanist of Cambridge ’’ (21), Thomas
Knowlton, gardener to the Earl of Burlington at Londesborough, Yorks.
(21), and Mr Thornbeck, a surgeon of Ingleton, Yorks. (16). He had also
become acquainted with Ambrose Dawson (16), Physician to St George’s
Hospital, London, and a keen amateur botanist. Dawson was a York-
shireman by birth and it was probably with him that Blackstone visited
the north of England, collecting Dianthus plumarius L. on Fountains
Abbey walls, Polygonatum officinale (L.) All. near Settle, and Sedum
villosum L., Antennaria dioica L. and Pyrola rotundifolia 1.. at Ingle-
boro’ (21). During the summer his wife presented him with a daughter,
Maria, who died in infancy (19). His father-in-law, Richard Abbott,
died in July 1745 (2), bequeathing to his daughter Mary the sum of
£500 (12).

The Specimen Botanicum quo Plantarum plurium rariorum Anglice
indigenarum loci natales illustrantur was published in 1746. This small
work of Blackstone’s was regarded by Pulteney as ‘“ a valuable addition
to the third edition of Ray’s Synopsis,”” and was the last book to be
published in England on the indigenous botany, before the system of
Linnaeus gained the ascendancy over that of Ray. The volume was.
arranged in the same manner as the Fasciculus, but contained the locali-
ties of 366 species of the more rare and local British plants. A number
of Harefield plants given in the Fasciculus were repeated, but there were
numerous records from all parts of Britain. Apart from Blackstone,
records were contributed by Watson, Dawson, Wilmer, Thornbeck,
Nicholls, Miller, John Hill, Samue! Hurlock (hanged for armed robbery
at ’]‘xburn in 1447 (20)) and many others.

Blackstone had by this time acquired some plopelty at Harefield (10)
and in 1747 was again botanizing in his favourite locality, collecting
among other plants Juncellus omnium minimus capitulis KEquiseti [ Kleo-
charis acicularis Sm.] on Uxbridge Moor (7). During the summer
months of 1748 he made excursions into Northampton and Buckingham-
shire (21), and in October contributed a letter to the Gentleman’s Maga-
zine dealing with a cure for cattle distemper by means of Jesuit’s Bark.
He mentions cures which had been effected at Enfield and Southgate.
In September of this year hls wife presented him with a second daughter,
Sophia (19).

About 1752 Blackstone’s health again began to fall and he died at
Harefield on 11th March 1753 (19). He was buried in the churchyard
near to his father and mother on the 18th (10). In his will he bequeathed
to John Abbott, his wife’s brother, ‘“ my largest punch bowl and silver
ladle together with my seal engraved with a man at work,”” to his brother
Francis ‘“ my Cornolian Seal with 2 heads engraved in silver, the silver
can engraved with my grandfather’s coat of arms and my mortuary
penknife.” The rest of his estate he left to his wife. His personal books
were apparently sold, some of them coming into the possession of Dr
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Thomas Birch, Secretary of the Royal Society, 1752-65, and eventually
finding their way into the British Museum when Birch’s library was
presented. Among the books in the museum is a copy of Ray’s Synopsis
in which Blackstone has marked the plants contained in his herbarium.
It bears the inscription ‘‘ Plantae quib. in hoc libro haec nota (x) prae-
fixa est, in horto sicco nostro asservatur. J. Blackstone, 1736, 1/12."

His name was perpetuated by Hudson in the genus Blackstonia, and
a number of his plants are preserved in the Sloane Herbarium, but a
specimen of Dentaria is the only plant localized. This small collection,
numbering less than 50 plants, was for many years recognized as Herb.
Blackstone. This, however, was disproved in 1947 by the discovery of
three large volumes of Blackstone’s plants at Ripon Museum, Yorks.
The circumstances leading up to the discovery of the collection are of
interest and I am indebted to Messrs A. H. G. Alston and A. J. Wilmott
of the British Museum (Natural History) for the following details. A
number of the sheets on which the plants are mounted are endorsed
““H.L.”, this had been misinterpreted at Ripon as ‘“ Herb. Linnaeus ',
but Mr Alston writes that it probably refers to Herb. Lister (i.e. Martin
Lister, 1638-1712). Specimen sheets were sent to the Linnean Society for
their scrutiny, and Blackstone’s handwriting and initials were identified
by Messrs S. Savage, of the Linnean Society, and Alston. The collection
which is in fairly good condition has now been transferred to the British
Museum (Natural History). It contains many British and exotic plants
mostly named in pre-Linnean nomenclature, though unfortunately only
about 50 sheets are localized. The collection also contains a set of Sir
John Hill’s (1716-75) cryptogams. Most of the sheets are labelled in
Blackstone’s hand-writing, but some have been added by others, and a
few are dated as late as 1800.

Mary Blackstone died in December 1801, aged 78, and was buried
near John in Harefield Churchyard (10). Sophia married Hector, son
of the Rev. David Davis, in 1780. She died in December 1827, and was
buried at St Mary’s, Islington (19). Among John’s better known rela-
tives may be mentioned his cousin, Sir William Blackstone (1723-80),
Judge of the King’s Bench.

I am indebted to Messrs A. H. G. Alston and J. E. Lousley for much
helpful advice while compiling this paper.
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