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be auqll ainted with their difference, but I intend to coll ect a parcel be­
fore I go from hence, tho' T purpose to be at Oxford on Friday next." 
He then reveals that hi s mother is ill , giving a morbid account of her 
disorders, but concllldes on a more cheerful note: "I hope, Sir, that. 
tho' absent, I still haye part of �~ �'�o �u�r� favour, for had my relations been 
willing to have fix ' d llIe in business, T would not have left London, but 
as soon as Xmas is over, I am determined to get into business some way, 
for J believe my heal t h is establi shed." 

T n 1738 Blackstone was admitted into the �S�o�c�i �e �t�~ �'� of A pot heeari es of 
London, and by September was estahlished as an apothecary in Fleet 
Street , " at the Griffin near Sali sbury Court, in the Parish of St Brides" 
(1), and heing kept busy in hi s new profession apparently had li ttle or 
no time for �b�o�t�a�n�~ �' �.� About 1739 he married a widow named Webh (19, 
20) , nnd despite mar.itnl and husiness affairs found time to make at least 
one excursion into K ent, coll ecting a number of maritime plants includ­
ing Trifu/ i 111f/ '/J/(J1 '-i tim1Wl B.uds. at Sheerness (21). 

The meetings held by tIl e Society 01' A pothecari es brought BJackstolle 
into close touch with many of hi s fellow mell1b('rs. These inolmled Joseph 
Mil ler of Bishopsgate, who was elect ed a Warden of the Company ill 
1737 and Master in 17:19; l saac Ita lid of St James's, Hay Market; Robert 
Ni cholls of Tothill Street, Weti tminst er , who was elected a Wardpn ill 
1739 andl\faster in 1741; John Field of Newgate Street, John Wi lmer of 
Bi shopsgate Street, and 'Will iall1 �'�V�a�t �~ �o�n� of Ald ersgat e Street (1) . 
MiJlor , Rand and Nicholls were all keen botanists anu considerably older 
tha n Bl ackstone ltnd no dou bt ell c'ouraged the �~ �' �O�t�l�l�l�g� apothecary ill hi s 
stndies, but 'Vatson was three years hi s .iunior, and appears to have 
been his dosest friend and companion. Both Miller and Rand were 
closely associated with the A pothecari es Garden at Chelsea, and it was 
probabl.v from them that nlackstone obtained many of the exotic plants 
which are preserved in his herbarium. 

About 1740 B1n('kstoll e suffcrpt! a blow by thp death of �h�i �~� wif p; this 
was fur t her aggranl ted by a Sl lllllp in trade, possibl y due to keen ('OJH­

petition from ri vals ns lllany other apothecaries traded ill th(' di stric·t. 
By September his financial difficulti es had become so gl'ea.t that he �w�a �~� 

obliged to appe:11 to Sloane for help. In �h�i �~� l etter he says " Trade ·is 
very dull and money very hard to get at , so t hat i f �~ �' �O�l�l� think lI1y work 
deserves any encouragement shollld be grateful to �~�'�O�l�l� for it no\\', and 
shall ever be proud of doing fllrth er servi (;e whell you command." 
" Thpther the baronet compli ed with this rathpr dil'c'ct reC]uest is 1I 0t 
known. 

In 1741 he accepted John Vernon of M alpas, Chesllir e, as hi s up­
prentiee (1[5) , and his business appears to have been in a more flouri sh­
ing state. During 1742, 13laekstone married Mary, the onl." daughter d 
Richard Abbott, Painter-Stainer and Citizen of London (19) . TIle mar­
riage took place at St Saviours, Ne"'gate Street, 'London (19). During 
�1�7 �4�~� B1ackstone suffered f llrth er losses �b�~ �'� the death of his grandfather, 
FrallC'is Ashby, in May (20), and hi s mother in .Junp (12). Both Ashhy 
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and Sarah Blackstone were buried a t Harefield (10), and in her will 
Sarah bequeathed to J olln the SlIm of £~30 (12). 

Early in 1744 Blackstone was corresponding with Mr Halfhide, " an 
eminent apothecary and curious botanist of Cambridge" (21), Thomas 
Kllowlton, gardener to the Earl of Uurlington at Londesborough, Yorks. 
(21), and Mr Thornbeck, a surgeon of Ingleton, Yorks. (16). He had also 
become acquainted with Ambrose Dawson (16), Physician to St George's 
Hospital, London, and a keen amateur botanist. Dawson was a York­
shireman by birth and it was probably with him that Blackstone visited 
the north of England, collecting Dinnthns pLumw7'1l1s L. 011 Fountains 
Abbey walls, Po~ygon(!turn offic'inole (L.) All. near Settle, and Sedl~1n 
'GilloSllln L., Antennill' ill dio'ico J". and PY7'O/o. 'I'Ot'll'ndijoLill L , at lngle­
boro' (21). During the snmmer his wife presented him with a daughter, 
Maria, who died in infancy (19). His father-in-law, Richard Abbott, 
died in July 1745 (2), bequeathing to his daughter Mary the sum of 
£ .')00 (12). 

The Specimen J30tnnicllm qu,o Plllntcu"u,/I1, plul'ivlII,l'f/'/"ioT'U'In,Anqli,o.e 
i l/ diqe'no~"u'/JI lo("i natoles ilI1lSiT0l1tll7' was published in 1746. This small 
work of Blackstone 's was r egal'derl by Pu lteney as " a valuable add ition 
to the third ed ition of Hay's S!Jllops is," and was the last book to be 
published in England on the, indigenous botany, before the syst em of 
Linnaeus gained the ascendancy over that of Ray. T'he volume was . 
a]']'anged in th e same manner as the Fo.s,.icu~us, but contained th e locali­
ties of 366 species of the more rare and local British plants . A number 
of Harefield plants given in the FascicuLus were r epeated, hut there were 
numerous records from a ll parts of Britain. Apart from Blackstone, 
"ecords were contributed by Watson, ])awson, 'Vilmer, Thornbeck, 
Nieholls, Miller, John Hill, Samu('l Hurloek (hanged for armed robbery 
at Tyburn in 1747 (20» and many others. 

BIackstone had by this time acquired some property at Harefield (10) 
and in 1747 was again botanizing in his favourite locality, collecti ng 
among other plants .]unceUu.s omni tL7J1. rnini'1n111) t,opi,tui-is Nqu,iseti [JV/eo­
charis acicula,ris Sm.] on Uxhridge Moor (7). During the summer 
months of 1748 he made, excursions into Northampton and Buckingham­
shire (21), and in October contributed a letter to the Gentlemwn/ s Ma,ga­
zine dealing with a cure for cattle distemper by means of Jesuit's Bark. 
He mentions cures which had been effected at Enfield and Southgate. 
In September of this year his wife presented him with a second daughter, 
Sophia (19). 

Ahout 1752 BIackstone's health again began to fail and he died at 
Harefield on 11th March 1753 (19). He was huried in the churchyard 
near to, his father and mother on the 18th (10). In his will he bequeathed 
to John Abbott, his wife's brother, "my la,rgest punch bowl and silver 
ladle together with my sea! engraved with a man at work," to his hrother 
Francis " my C'ornolian Seal with 2 heads engraved in silver, the- silver 
ca n engraved with ' my grandfather's coat of arms and my mortuary 
penknife." The rest of his estate he left to his wife. His personal hooks 
were apparently sold, . some of them coming into the possession of Dr 
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Thomas Birch , Secret a ry of the Royal Society, 1'752'-65, a nd eventually 
finding their way into the British Museum when Birch 's libra ry was 
presented. Among the books in the museum is a copy of Ray's Synopsis 
in which Blackstone has marked the plants contained in his herbariulll. 
It bea rs the inscription " Pla ntae quib. in hoc libro haec nota (x) prae­
fixa est, in hOl·to s icco nostro asselTatur. J. Blackstone, 1736, 1 / 12." 

His na me was perpetuated by Hudson in the genus Blac l.-stonia , and 
a number of his plants a re preserved in the Sloane Herbarium, but a 
specimen of Derltw'ia is the only pl ant localized. Thi s small collect ion, 
Ilumbering less tha n 50 plants, was for ma ny j'ears r ecognized as H erb. 
nlaekstone . This, however, was disproved in 1947 by the discover." of 
three large volumes of Blackstone's plants at Ripon Museum, Yorks. 
The e ircul11st ances leading up t o the discovery of the collection are (, f 
interest andl am indebted t o Messrs A. H . G. Al ston a nd A. J . Wilmott 
of the British Muse um (Natu ral H istory) for the following det a ils . A 
number of the sheets on which the plants a re mounted a re endorsed 
" H . !..", t hi s had been mis inte rpret ed at Bipon as " H erb . . Linn ae us", 
but Mr Alston writes that it probably refers to H erb. Liste r (i .e. Ma rti n 
List er , 1638-1712) . Spec imen sheet s were sent to the Linnean Soc· iety for 
their scrutiny, a nd Blackstone's ha ndwrit in g a nd initials were identified 
by Messrs S . Savage, of the Linnean Society, a nd Al st on . The collecti on 
which is in fairly good condition has now been tra nsferred to the Briti sh 
Museum (Natural Hist ory). It cont ains ma ny Briti sh a nd exoti c pla nts 
mostly named in pre-Linnean nomenclature, th ough unfortunat ely olll y 
a bout 50 sheets a re localized . The collection a lso conta ins a set of S ir 
John Hill's (1716-75) I'r yptogams. Most of the sheet s a re labelled ill 
Blackstone's hand-writin g, but some have been added by others, a nd a 
few a re da ted as late as 1800. 

Ma r,)' Blackstone died in December 1801, aged 78, and was hurif'cl 
n ear John in H a refield Churchyard (10) . Sophi a married H ector , SOil 

of the R ev. Davic1 Davis, in 1780. S he di ed in December 1827, a nd was 
buried a t St Mary's, Islington (19). Among J ohn's better known rela­
tives may be ment ioned his co usin , Sir William Blackstone (1723-80), 
Judge of the King's Bench . 

1 am indebted to Messl's A. H . G. Al ston and J. E . J~o u slc'y for IllIl C'b 
helpful advice whil e compiling t his paper . 
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