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NOTES ON THE FLORA OF KENSINGTON GARDENS AND 
HYDE PARK 

By DOUGLAS H. KENT. 

T II 1871 a complete and accurate account of the Flora of Kensing
ton Gardens and Hyde Park was puhlished (J . JJot., 9, 227-238) by 
.J. B. Leicester Warren , and no less tha n 190 species were recorded; 
25 of these were taken from literature, the rest having actually been 
seen by Wanen. Four years later (J . Bot. , 13, 336) he recorded a 
further 18 plants from Kensington Gardens. 

During the three-quarters of a century which have elapsed the area 
has seen many changes, two great wars have left their mark, army 
camps and car parks hav ing been constructed and later abandoned, 
and varions small enclosnres turned over to the cultivation of crops. 
It is only to be expected, therefore, that the greatest decline in the 
flora m nst occu r in native speCIes, and many of Warren's most interest
ing plants are no doubt extinct. An increase, however, is to be found 
among the naturalised a liens and weeds of cultivation, American plants 
bei ng well represented by Ep'ilobiu'l11 adenocaulon., ETigero'IV canadensis, 
Jl at7'iccLTia 7I1atTicoTioides and Golinsoaa paTvif/,o7'a, and European ones 
by Senecio squalid1/s and VeTonica persica. 

The aquatic vegetation of the Serpentine appears to have almost 
surrendered to the combined efforts of anglers, bathers and boaters, 
hut the various ponds still provide a nll111ber of interesting plants. 

The following l ists of plants ,ye re observed during the course of 
a hout a score of vis its made between the Spring of 1947 and the Autumn 
of 1949 and is by no means a complete account of the wild vegetation 
of the a rea. The geographical situation of Kensington Gardens and 
Hyde Park makes them an excellent locality for the propagation of 
achenti"e species, and in consequence much of the vegetation is con
tinually fluctuating from year to year . 

The following ahbreviations have been used :-H.-Hyde P a rk, and 
K .-Kensington Gardens. 

In conclusion , I should like to offer my grateful thanks to Mr J. E 
Dandy for his kindness in identifying a species of Potamogeton. 

6 / 2. 
6 / 3. 
6 / 33. 

35 / 2. 
35 / 4. 

39 / 4. 

1,9/6. 

Ranunculus 7'epens L . K., on the west s·id e of the Serpe'ntine. 
R. acr!s L . K, by allotments nortl1-east of the Round Pond. 
R. Ficarta L . Rare, near KenSington Palace. 
R07"ippa sylvestris (L .) Besser. H. , near the Bowling Green , 19~7 . 
R. islandica (Oeder) Borba.s. K, on shingle of a drained lily pond at 

the head of the Serpentine, 1948. 
'Cal'du'I11ine fl.ex uosa With. K., abundant over a small area of turf 

close to I{ensington Palace, 19~9. 

Sisymln"ium offl,cinale (L. ) Scop. Common as a ttowel··lleLl weed and on 
disturbed ground. 



54 / 14. 

5!1/ 16. 

59 / 1. 
60 / 1. 

60 / 2. 
96/2. 

98 / 3. 

98 / 4. 

100 / 5. 
101 / 3. 

102 / 1. 

103 / 11. 

127 / 9. 

142 / 1. 

153 / 7. 

154 / 2. 

154 / 3. 

155 / 2b. 

155 / 15. 
155/ 16. 

155/21. 
164 / 1. 

176 / 3. 
176 / 8. 
176/ 13. 

178 / 6. 

185 / -. 

189/ 7 . 
191/ 1. 

194 / -. 

"120 / 1. 

220 / 3. 
220 / 4. 
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E'/"!J simll11i ,·heinllll/wi.tles 1.. 1\ .. 011 !lle 1I"0,t \)~ll l' "f Ill e Sel'pentine, 
and near the .\rmy Lahoratol'i es , 1947. 

B1'ossicn Kaber (DC.) Wheeler'. Common on tiistul' l1ed grounu. 
B. juncen Coss. H .. a few plants in a t1oweJ' 1100 near tile Ranger ' s 

Lodge, 19.7. 
Cnpse lln BUl'sa-paSIOl'is (L.) l\IIedik. Almndant everywher'e. 
COl'onopus d.idymus (L.) &n. lL , on a cinder h eap n eal' tile Army 

Lahoratories , 1947. 
C. procumbens Gilih. H. , on tmf near the Alexandra Gale. 
Silene Cucuba Zus Wihel. R. , I'IY allolments nortll-P3st of the Round 

Pond, a nd on the east. hank of the Serpentin e. 
MeZrl11d.l'ium album (Mill.) Garcke. I\" a few plant s on a llotments 

north-east of the Round Pond, 1947 . 
M. dioicum (L.) Co ss & Germ. H. , a few plants in a ftower hed near 

the Ranger's Lodge. 
Cel'(LStium vuZgatum L. E., on turf south-ea.st of E:ensington Palace. 
SI.eZZwia medin Vill. Common as a tI0\\'el'-11ed weed, anr1 on disturbed 

groun d. 
Al'enOl'in l/" inelTia L. H. , among tall grass neal' Prince of Wales Gate, 

1947. 
Sagt,w lJTOCumbens L. l\ . , IJel.ween the pav ing stones in front of the 

Alher't Memorial , a nd in similar situations hy th e Lily Ponds 
close 10 (he Bayswater Road. 

Gel'anium d.issectum L. I{ ., allotments nm'th-pa st of the Round Pond, 
1948. 

AceI' pseud.o-Pla/anus L. Many seed lings in tt ower Il eds, among rough 
grass and on waste ground . 

. llerltcago Zupulina L. H., a s in gle plant on 1111'1 soull1-rast of Kensing
ton Palace, 1947 . 

.1lelHo/us aWn Desr. H. , a s ingle large p lant in an enclosure near 
Alhert Gat.e , 19107. 

M. ({1 'v llnsis Wallr. H., a few plant.s in an enclosure close to I{nights
bridge Barracks, 1947. 

1'l'ifoiium pl'(Ltense L. var. sa.l tvum Schreb. Common in en closures 
and among rough gr'ass as a relic of cultivation. 

T. Ityb,.td.um L. le , on turf c lose to Palace G~te. 
T. ?'epens L. Abundant on turf, etc. 
T. dubium Sibth. H. , on turf near I{nigl1tshridge. 
Robinia Pseudo-Acacin L. K. , a solitary large seeclling in a flower 

1Jeu close lO Palace Avenue, 191.7. 
Vicia Cl'acca L. H ., in a ftow er bed close to the Poli ce Station, 19!.7 . 
V. sepium L. H., in a fl ower bed n ear tile Ranger's Lodge, 1948. 
V. angustifoZin (L.) Reichard. H. , in an enclosure clooe to Broad Walk 

and Marble Arch, 1947. 
L al.hyrus p1'Olensis L. H ., in an enclosure n ear Albert Gate, 1948. 

Rubus sp. 1\. , several small bushes in tile enclosure on the east bank 
of the Serpenti ne. 

Pol en tilla rep tans L. Common as a ttowpl'-bed weed. 
Agl'imonia EU1}nl,o,.in L. H., three plants among rough grass hetween 

Alexandra and Prince 01 Wales Gates. 
Rosa. sp. le, several hushes in the enclosure on the east IJank of t.he 

Serpentin e; it is unfortunately not poss.ihle to gain aclmittance 
t o the enclosure in order to ascertain the speCies, which viewed 
from a distan ce appear to lIe eith el' R. wnina L. or R. dume
tOl'um Thuill. 

Clwmnene1' !on anguslifO!i1.l1n (L.) Scop. Common on disturbed ground. 
Epilol}ium hi1'Su /um L. H. , eHst IJanl, of th e Sp r'pentine. 
E. llarvi/l.ol 'um Schreb. H. , a few plants on ,listurbed gTound near 

Hyd e Park ComeI'. ·10!'7. 
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220 / 7. 
220 / 7(2}. 

220/8. 

220 / 10. 
225 / 1. 
26L / 1. 

263 / l. 

266 / 1. 

277 / 1. 

277 / '1. 

295 / 11. 

306 / 1. 

314 / 1. 
3'10 / 3. 

354 / 1. 

365/ I. 
370 / 13. 

371 /1. 
371 / 2. 
371 / 3. 
378 / 3. 

379 / 1. 
3S3 / 7. 
383 / 7XS. 
383 / S. 
383 / 10. 
393 / 3. 

396 / 2. 

396 / 8. 
4!:1 / 1. 

421 / '1. 

4'1-2 / 2. 
423 / 1. 
425 / 2. 

427 / 2. 

427 / 3. 
427 / 4. 
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I:'. obs,cuTl17n Scllre lJ. Gommon as a flower-bed wepel. 
E. aclenocaulon Hausslm. 1\ ., a few plants in a flower beel south of 

I(ensington Palace, 1947. 
E. rosell1n S'chreb. H., a single plant in a flower bed near AlI ',er t 

Gate, 1947. 
E. montanll1n L. F"equent as a tlowel'-IJecl weed. 
Ci r caea lutettana L. Common as a flower-bed weed. 
Anthliscus sylvestris (L.) Horrm. H., a few plants in a flower heel 

near Alexandra Gate. 
Foe11iculum vUlgare Mill. H. , a solltal'Y large plant in an enclosUl'e 

near I{nightsbriqge, 1949. 
Ae tlwsa CynalJium L. le , in a sheubbery close to I\ensington Palace, 

1947. 
He:racleum Mantegazzianum Somm. & Lev. K and H. , originally 

planted on the banks of the Serpentine, hut numerous self sown 
plants are now apparent. 

H. Splwndylium L. K , a single plant in the grounds of the Army 
Lalloratories, 1947. 

Galium Aparine L. K, in an enc losure south-east of Kensington 
Palace. 

DilJSaCVS full.onum L. K, a colony of ahout three dozen plants in tll e 
enclosure on the east banl, of the Serpentine. 

Bellis pcrennis L. Abundant on turf, etc. 
El'igeTon canadensis L. Gommon as a weecl of flower beds, and in 

distuJ'hed ground. 
Gal'insoga pa1'v'ifto1'a Gav. E., on allotments west of the Broad ',"ay , 

1947. H., Rotten Row, 19/,7. 
G. cil'iata (Raf.) Blake. H., a few plants in an enclosure near Enight.s

bridge, 1949. 
Achillea Millefolium L. Common on turf and disturbed grounll. 
Chrysantliemum Pa1'theni1l1n (L.) Bernh. H., on disturbed ground 

near Tl1e Dell , 1947. 
Mat'l'icaria inodoTCL L. Gommon on disturbed ground. 
M. Chamomilla L. Common on disturbed ground. 
M. matricw';,oicles (Less.) Port.er. Frequent on disturbed g-round. 
A1'temisia vulgaris L. H. , a few plants in an enclosure near Marbl e 

Arch. 
Tussila!Jo Fw'fara L. Comll1on OIl (listurbeel g'l'OUlIIl. 
SeneCio silualirlus L. Frequent on clistuellecl !(,round. 
x S. londinens'i,s Lousley. H. , Rotten Row, 19/,n. 
S . viscosus L. I-I., Rott en Row. 
S. vulgaris L. Common on disturbed grouncL. 
Arcttwn minus (Hill) Bernh. IC, fL single plant close to tl1e Arm,

Laboratories, 1947. 
Ct'J'Sium vulgaTe (Savi) Ten. E ., on tile east bank of tIle Serpentine. 

Ho, in an enclosure close to Serpent'i ne Road. 
C. arvense (L.) Scop. Frequent on Ilroken ground. 
Lapsana communis L. Common as n flowel'-bed w ert! , and in dis 

turlle d gr·ound. 
Hypochaeris 1'adica/a. L. H. , on rough ground near Alexandra Gate. 

1947. 
Leontodon aulUmnalis L, Ji:. , rm turf close to the Lido. 
Ta1'OxaCUm vulgaTe Schranlc Common on tm'L 
Lactuca Serl'tola L. IL , a solitary large plant in an enclosure nea r 

J(ensington Palace, 1948. 
Sonchus arven lis L. I{o, a few plant.s on allnt nl Pnts \I'cst of the Broad 

Way, "[947. 
S. aspel' HiLl. Ji:., on allotments nortLl-east of the Rounel Pond, 194,. 
S. oleracellS L. Very common as a weed of flower 11eLls. a nd on broken 

grounJ. 
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-I28 / 2b. 
511 / 2. 

5 l7 / 1. 

517 / 2. 

517 / 10. 

543 / ". 

543 / 18. 

577 / 3. 

58S/8. 
5S8 / 10. 
600/ 1. 

600 / 8. 

600 / 12. 
606 / 5. 
615 / 2. 

615 / 6. 
615 / 7. 

615 / 14. 

618 / 1. 

618 / 3. 

618 / 6. 
618 / 16. 

6'07 / 1. 
63. / 2. 
642 / -. 

646 / 1. 

718 / 4. 

71S/ 5. 

,19 / 6. 

73"; / 17. 

• 37 / 25. 
737 / 28. 

739 / 1. 

753 / 9. 

753 / 53. 

770 / 1. 
777 / 1g. 

Tl'agopogon minor Mill . H., shruhlleries near Alexandra Gate. 
Calystegia sylvestrl s (Willd.) R. & S. Ti:., elimbing railings near I~en

sington Palace, 1947. 
Solanum Dulcamara L. K, on allotments north-east of the Round 

Pond. 
S. nigT1.Lm L. Frequent as a weed of ftower beds, also on disturbed 

ground. 
S. tuberosum L . li:. , a single plant under a tree, almost in the centre 

of til e gardens and far from allotments. 
VeTonica Chamaec/l'Ys L. H. , in an enclosure near Prince of Wales 

Gate, 1947. 
V. lJe1'Sica Poir. le , in an enclosure c]oS€ to Blacl, Lion Gate, 1947. 

Stac/IYs sy lval ica L. K., a large patcIl on the west bank of t11e Ser-
pentine, close to tl1 8 road. 

Planlago lanceo/ala L. Te , on tile east bank of the Serpentine. 
P . majoT L. Abundant on the turf. 
Chenopodium l'UbTum L. K , 11Y t11e Lily Ponels at the head of tile 

Serpentine, 1949. 
C. album L. Common as a weeel of flower beds and on disturlJed 

ground. 
C. (lc·ifolium Sm. K , in a ftower bed ,Yest of the Round Pond, 1947. 
All'tplex hastala L. 1\., on allotments west of the Broad Way. 
Polygonum Convolvulus L. Common as a weed of ftower beds. 
P. lapalhifolium L . H., a few plants in Rotten Row, 1947. 
P. Pel'sicCI'Iia L. Frequent on elisturlJeel ground, and as a ftower IJed 

weed. 
P. avieulare L. (sensu lato). Common on tile turf, ::l.l1d in disturbed 

ground. 
Rumex HydTolapalhum Huds. K, on the west shore of the Sel·pen-

tine; po·ssibly planted for ornamental purposes. 
R. elispus L. K, in an encl<JsUJ'e south of the Round Pond. 
R. obtustfoliu.s L. Common on distUl·bed ground. 
R . .4eetoseUa L. H. , rare, in an enclosure close to Serpentine R<Jall, 

19"7. 
Urttca dioica L. Ii:., und er a wall close by Palace Avenue, 1947. 
U. w'el1S L. 1\., a few plants in a shrubbery in Peter Pan's Dell, 1947. 
Betula sp. H., enclosure near Park Lane, 1948 , a solitary small seecl-

ling. 
Que1'Cus Robur L. Seedlings are not uncommon in ftower beds anll 

disturbed ground. 
Juncus effusus L. li:. , close to the allotments north-east of the Round 

Pond. 
J, infl,exus L. K , on shingle of a dl'aineel Lily Pond close to Bays

water Road, 1947. 
Luzula campestris (L.) DC. 1\., on turf near the west side of the 

Serpentine. 
Polamogeton crispus L. le, ftoating in the Round Pond , 1947; Lily 

Ponds at the head of the Serpentine, 1949. 
P. 1JusiUuS L. 1\., Round Pond, 1947, det. J. E. Dandy . 
P. pecltnatus L. K, abundant in Lily Ponds at the head of the Ser

pentine, 19"9. 
Zannichetlia paluS!1'is L. Ii:. , Lily Ponds at the head of the Serpen

tine, 1949. 
Cal'ex htl' la L. H., a few plants among rough grass close to I{nights

hridge, 1949. 
C. ovalis Good, K, close to the allotments north-east of tbe Round 

Pond, 1947. 
Alopeeurus pratensts L. -Common on the turf. 
Phleum nodosum L. H., in an enclosure close to Serpentine Road, 191,7. 
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780 / 2(2)IJ. 

780 / 3. 
780 / 6. 
791 / 1. 

792 / 2. 

794 / 7. 

795 / 1. 

808 / 2. 
819 / 1. 
824 / 2. 
824 / 6. 
824 / 7 

824 / 14. 
827 / 3. 
827 / 19. 
827 / 19(2). 
828/1. 

829 / 1. 
829 / 4. 
830 / 4. 
831 / 1. 

835 / 1. 

835 / 2. 

WATSONIA , I, PT. V , 1950. 

AgrostiS giganlea Roth var. (ItS))" /" (i\Iil"11X. ) Pllilips,ln. (nmmon on 
disturbed ground , 1947. 

A. tenuis Sibtll. Ahundant on the turf. 
A. canina L. K , on turf north-east of the Round Pond. 
Deschampsia. caespilosa (L.) Beauv. J\. , a s ing'le lal'ge tussoc], clnsp 

to til e Army LaI)Oratol'i es, H)40 . 
Holcus lanatus L. H. , among r ough grnss n ear Hyde Park Corner, 

1948. 
Avena sativa L. 1\. , in an enclosure close to Black Lion Gate . 1947 : 

on allotments nortJl-east of the Round Ponel , and allotments west 
of tile Broad Way, 1947. 

A1'1'llenatherum elattus (L.) J. & C. 1're51. K ., close IIY allotments nOl'll l-
cast of the Uound Pon-:l. 

Cynosu1"1l.s cl·tstatus L. H ., on tllrf near ]\Diglltsbl' idge, 1949. 
Dactylts glomel'ata L. Common on disturbed ground, and on tile turf. 
Poa pmtensi s L. H., on turf near Lancaster Gate, 1947. 
P . trivialis L. K , n ear J( ensington Palace, 1948. 
P. nemoratts L. H. , a few plants among rough grass close to I'nigh ts· 

bridge, 1947. 
P . • 1nnlta L. Common on the turf , anel on disturbed gl'OllDCI. 
Bromus sterilis L. Common on bl'oken ground. 
B. hOl'deaceus L. sec. Holmll . Common on disturbed ground. 
B. leptdus Holmb. K, enclosure n ear Queen's Way, 1948 
Bmchypodium SylVaticum (Huds.) R. & S. H. , in an enclosure close 

to Serpentine Road, 1947. 
Lolium pennne L. Abundant on the turf, and in disturbed ground . 
L . multif/.01'Um Lam. Frequent on broken gl'ouncl. 
AgTopYl'on repen s (L.) Beauv. Abundant on the t urf. 
Secale cereale L. K , a few plants in an enclosure near Black Lion 

Gate; a relic of cultivation. 
HOTdeum nodosum L. le, in an enclosure south-east of ri:ensing'LOH 

Palace, 1947. 
H. mUTinum L. Abundant on disturbed ground. 


