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A CONTRIBUTIO N TO THE FLORA OF HUNTINGDONSH I RE 

By J . G. DONY. 

Huntingclonshire· has been much neglected by botanists. The nearest 
approach to a published County Flora is the list given by G. C. Druce. 
(1926A, Victo7'ia COWTLty Hist01·y of H1mtingdo'l1shi1·e , 1). In the same 
year Druce (1926B) published in the B .E.C . 192j Rep01't, 949, a list of 
the plants of the county not included in 'l'opogmphical Botany and 
(19260) included a list of comparative records in the mora of Buching
hamshi1'e, * It is perhaps fortunate that these accounts preceded by a 
H'ry short time the CO'lllital FloHt (Druce, 19i12) and one may preSllme 
that the Huntingdonsbire records giyen in this work were to the best 
of DrllC'e ' s lmowledge complete. 

Druce made very few visits to the eounty and, with the exception 
of W. W . Newboll ld , A. Fryer, '~V. R. Lintoll and E. 'V. Hunnybull, 
few competent botanists have paid more than " flying visits." 

A search of the B.E.C. Reports since 1926 has revealed no records of 
note for the county, except that of a number of Epilouia recorded from 
Monks' Wood by S. A. Taylor in 1939-40. 

In making comparative lists for my proposed Bedfordshire Flora it 
was evident to me that there were a number of species awaiting record 
in Huntingdonshire and it was for this purpose that an excursion 
,,'as organised by the Botanical Society during 1948 (see Yea)" Book , 
1950). I made three preliminary visits to explore the ground to be 
co,·ered durillg the excursion. The first, on 9th of May, was with D . A. 
Da ,·ies and H. B. SOllstel' , when a number of gravel pits in the neigh
bom·hood of Hartford and Buckden were visited. On 5th June, again 
with Davies and Souster, the country between Holme and 'Wood Walton 
Fen ,,"as explored and a return made to Holme by crossing Connington 
Dump. The third visit was made on 14th of August with Souster when 
we visited Ramsey and a number of streams and drains in the north-east 
of the county. vVe returned again to Connington Dump where we were 
joined by J. E. H . Blackie . In the meantime a very fruitful yisit ,nl:; 

made to Holme Fen by R. A. Bonifaee and F. Rose on 22nd May, whieit 
was later visited by the Cambridge Natural History Society on 6th 
June, when a full list of plants was made. R . C. L. Bm·ges , J . E , 
Lonsley and D. McOlintock visited several Huntingdonsbire localitie~ 

on 27th June. A number of records have also been sent to' me by O. D . 
Pigott, J, E. H. Blackie and J. L . Gilbert. After the ex(,ursion I made 
only one ,· isit to the cou nty; this was on 9th Octohe r, when a Hnnting
donshi re Flora and Fauna Soc iety was formed-one would like to feel 
that the inte rest showll by our society eontrihntecl to the desire to form 

*13,- an unfortunate misprint the HuntingdoI)shire records ~l1 'e nl!l'ibut ed tl) 
" Hants," in tIl e compa l'alivc county li sts in thi s 1I'0 rl" 
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n local society. On this oc<:asion Da"ies and I paid a short but pro
dllctiYe "isit to the raihYaY sidings at Huntingclon. 

These visits have confirmed the general impression that, apart from 
vVood Walton and Holme Fens and Monks' ". ood, already well known 
and worked by naturalists, the county is of no special hotanical interest. 
It has little variety of soils; boulder clay deposits, reclaimed fen lands, 
river gravels and alluvial deposits account for almost all. The aquatic 
flora is interesting but affords little variety. At the sams time it is 
obvious that a great deal of botanical work needs to be done in the 
county even in localities apparently well worked. It is fortunate that 
S . M. WaIters, Botany School, Cambridge, is not only the recorder for 
Huntingdonshire for our own society but that he has consented to be
come recorder for botany for the newly-formed local society. He will 
be pleased to receive any records and to' know of any members who lllay 
find time to visit this much neglected county. 

D nring 1948 a list of species found in the county '''as made. Oopies 
of this list have been sent to the Department of Botany, British Museum 
(::\ atllral History) and S . ::\1. \Yalters. The list gi \'en here contains new 
county records, species which had not been recorded for upwards of 60 
years and species previously recorded for only one or two stations. r 
have been in doubt as to what to exclude from the last category as it 
,yould haye considerably lengthened the list to include all. 

* K ew Oounty Records of species listed in C0111 ital FloTa. 
t ::\ ot nati,'s in Huntingdonshire. 

11 The first record of a species not in Oomital Flo1'(1. 
§ .-\n addition to an annotated copy of Comital Flora . 

Ex(: . after a record indicates that it was made during the period of the 
Society's Excursion. 

_-\ll re(:ords refer to 1948 unless otherwise stated. 

6/10 RANliNCULliS SARDOUS Crantz; gravel pit, St Ives, R. P. 
LIBBEY, Exc. 

§*tl3 / :3 DEJ.PHINIUU GAYANmI Wilmo.tt; gravel pit, St Ives, B. 
'WELCH, Exc.; Hartforc1, Exc. 

Il t21/1 P.\PAVER SOUNIFERnI L . ; gravel pit, Connington Dump, 
J. E. WOODHEAD, and A. H. G .• \LSTON, Exc. 

:3.5/1(2) ::\AsTuRTImI :)I!CROPHYLLUlII (Boenl1.) Rchb . ; Hartford, 
A. H . G. ALSTON and A . J. WIL~IOTT, Exc. 

Ilt35 / 5 RORIPPA AUSTRIACA (Cr.) Bess; Stibbington, J. 1,. 
GILBERT, c1et. A. J . \YIUIOTT. 

54/14b SINAPIS ARVEil\"SIS L. var. ORIENTALIS L.; near Holme Fen; 
Monks' 'Wood, A. J . 'iYIUlOTT, Exc . ; Connington 
Dump, A. H. G. ALS'fOil\" , Exc. 

§*t55/l DIPLOTAXIS TENUIFOLIA (L .) DC.; Connington Dump, D. 
A. DAVIES, J. G. Do:;\,y and H. B. SOUSTER. 

t60j1 CORONOPUS DIDYMUS (L.) Sm.; Connington Dump, L. W. 
FROST, Exc. 
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89/l POLYGAJJA SERPYLLIFOLIA Hose; Wood Walton Fen, J. G. 

t 95/ 1 

Ilt96 / 16 

11103 / 7(2) 

§ tl08 / 2 

§*127/8 

§* t133 /2 

§ *tl86 /l 

138 /1 

§*l:'51 / 2 

§*tl53 / 5 

§*t153/6 

Ilt15S/26 

§ tl54 / 4 

§*155 / 11 
155/22 

160 /4h 

Iltl6.5/l 

DONY, Exc.; the only previous record is from Holme 
Fen, 1884, A. Fryer (Druce , 1926A). 

SAPONARIA OFFICINALIS L.; Conn ington Dump, R. P . 
LIBBE,Y, E ,xc. 

SILE~E DICHOTOMA Ehrh . ; Connington Dump, L. W. 
FROST' and R. P. LIBDEY, Exc. 

SAGINA FILICAULIS Jord.; St Ives, R. P. LIBBEY, Exe.; 
Huntingdon, J. G. DONY. 

CLAYTONIA P.EJRFOLIATA Willd.; Stangate Hill , J. E. H. 
BLACKIE. Recorded in Druce (1926A) from Yaxley 
on the authority of Mrs Bird. 

GERANIUM COLUlIfBINUM L.; Stibbington, 1939, J. L. 
GILBERT. 

IMPATIENS CAPENS[S Meerburgh; Huntingdon, A. H. G . 
ALS'I'ON, Exe. ; seen at a number of places on the Ouse 
and apparently spreading as it has in Bedfordshire 
in recent years. 

ILECX AQUIFOLIUlIl: L.; two bushes in a hedge on Akonbury 
Hill, probably planted, J. E. H. BJJACKIE. 

RHAMNUS FRANGULA J .. . ; Holme Fen, J. G. DONY, Exc. ; 
last recorded c. 1846 by 'V. VV. Newhould (Druce , 
1926A). 

ONo;r..'1:s REPENS L.; Stibbington, 1939, J. L. GILBFiRT ; 
Connington Dump, J. E. H. BLACKIE, J. G. DONY 
and H. B. SOUSTER. 

MEDIOAGO ARABICA (L.) Huds.; railway siding, Hunting
don, D. A. DAVIES and J. G. DONY. 

M . lIHNIMA (L.) Bartal. var. RECTA (Desf.) Burnat; rail
way siding, Huntillgdoll, D. A . DAVIES and J . G. 
DONY. 

M. PRAECOX DC.; railway siding, HUlltingdon, D. A. 
DAVIES and J. G. DONY. 

MELILOTUS INDICA (L .) All.; railway siding, Huntingdon, 
D. A . DAVIES and J. G. DONY. Previously recorded 
from Buckden by E. W. Hunnybun, 1902 (Druce, 
1926A). 

TRIFOLIUM STRIATUM TL; Stibbington, 1938, J. L. GILBERT. 
TRIFOLIUM FILIFORllfl'l L.; outside Monks' Wood, B. C . M. 

MORGAN and A. J. "TIJ.:~roTT, Exc.; previously re
c'Drded from Holme Fen in 1884 by A . Fryer, a re
cord which Druce (1926A) thought needed confirma
tion . 

LOTUS ULIGINOSUS Schkuhr vat'. GLABER Breb.; nea r 
Monks' Wood; Hartford , A. J. VVILMOTT, Exc. 

COLUTE"\ AllJ30RE'SCF;NS L .; Connington Dump , D. A. 
D.wIEs , J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER. 
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§*tl7B/l 

§* tl78/9 

189/R 

220 / 5 

220/7 

t220/7(2) 

§ t22:3 jl 

§* t22·'3/2 

Il t279/l 

IIt289jl 

§*t:302/ 1 

§*333 / 4 
Il t 354/ 1 

§*t383/7 

§*t383 / 8 

§ *t395 13(2) 

II t395/8 

§*t425/l 
§*t425 / 2 

WATSOI\L\. I, P·T. V, 19·50. 

T,ATHYR llS L .. \TH·OLI1:S ]~.; r a ilwa.v embankmeut betwee n 
Buckden and Hunt.ingdon, J. G. DONY, Exc. 

L .. \PHACA :L.; roadside, Great Gransden, C. D. PIGOTT. 

PO'l'EX'l'ILLA PROCUlIIBEKS Sibth.; Holme Feu, H. A . BOKI
FACE alld F. RO~E. 

ErIJ.OBlUM TETnAGONUM T ... ; gravel-pit , St I"es; Warboy 's 
Wood, J. G. DONY, Exc., det. G. M. ASH. 

E. OBSCURUlII Schreb. ; Ho11l1e F en ; '''ood Walton F e n , 
J. G . DONY, Exc ., det . G. M. ASH. There app ea rs 
to be some doubt as to th e yaliclity of previous r e
cords fo\' this and ,,~. t etruy on,·llm. 

E . ADEKOCA1:LON Hausskn.; Monks' W{)od, A. J. WIL:llOTT, 
Exc . ; Wood " -ulton Fen, J. G . DONY and D. P. 
Y01:NG. Exc. , det. G. M. ASH. Previously r ecorded 
from Monks' Wood, S. A. Taylor, R.E.C. 1939-40 
R ep., 279. 

OENOTHERA BIENI\IS J ... ; Connington Dump , L. 'V. FRosT 
a lld n. P. LIBBEY, Exc.; preyiously recorded from 
Yaxley by R. J. nix (Drllce, 1926A). 

n. LAlIfARCKIA:KA Ser.; Connington Dump, A. H . G. 
ALSTON and B. WELCH, Exc. 

CORlAXDRUM SATIVUlII L.; Connington Dump, R . P . LIB
BEY, Exc. 

SYlIfPHORICARPOS RIV ULARIS Sllkscl.; Bm' ill ' s Wood , n. C. 
L. BURGES, J. E,. LOUSLEY and D. McCLIKTocK. R e
ported from Stibbington, etc., by J . L. GILBERT and 
}Ionks' 'Yood by J . E. H. BLACKIE. 

KENTRANTHUS RUBER (L.) DC.; Connington Dump; R am
sey, J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUS'l'ER; Buckden, C. L. 
COLLENETTE, Exc. 

INTJLA CONYZA DC.; Stihhington, 1942, J . L. Gilbert. 
GALINSOGA PARVIFLORA Ca,' .; Connington Dump; L. 'Y . 

FROST, Exc. 
SENECIO SQUALIDUS L.; Woodston, 1947, .J. L. GU.BERT. 

Hartford, D. A. DAVIEs, J. G. DONY and H. B. 
SOUSTER; seen a lso at Connington, St Tves a nd Buck
den . 

S. VISCOSUS L. ; Stibbington, 1947 . J. L. Gn.BERT; Con
nillgton Dump, D. A. DAVIES , J. G. DONY and H. B. 
SOUSTER; Ha,rtford, B. WELCH, E .xc. 

C.UlDUUS TENUIFLORUS Curt. ; Connington Dnmp, D. A. 
DAVIES, J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER. 

C. LEIOPHYLLUS Petrov.; Connington Dump, VI,!. H. 
DAVIES , J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER. 

LACTUCA VIROSA J.J.; Stibbington, 1947, J. L . GILBERT. 
L. SERRIOLA L . ; Huntingdon, D . A. DAVIES , J. G. DONY 

and H. B. SOUSTIlR; seen at a number of places. 
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§*425/4 

428/2 

478 / 4 

506 /9 

t509/1 
Il t511/2 

§ t :521 /l 

.527 / 8 

532 / 3 

;):12/:3 xl 

§541/l 

543 / 5 

569 / 1 

581 / 4 

Il t588/11 

II t596/1 

t600 / 4 

L. :MUR.U.IS (L.) .F'resen .. ; Huntingdol1, J. E . H . BLACKIE. 

TRACOPOCON T'RATENi'!IS L.; Stibbington, J . L . GlT.BElIT; 
Conllington Dump, J. E . H . BJACKIE, J. G. DONY 
and H. B. SOUSTElt. .-\s in Bedfordshire, '1'. lII,inor 
Mill. is the ('omlllOll Goatsbeard. 

CENTAURIU1I1 PULCHELLUlII (Sw.) E. H. L. Krause; Monks' 
Wood , B. C. M . ::\iORCAN, Exc. 

MYOSOTls COLLINA Hoffm.; railway embankment, north 
of Huntingdon, D . A. DAVIES, J. G. DONY and H. B. 
SOUSTER. Only one previous record, Bluntisham, W. 
W. Newbould (Druce, 1926A). 

ECHn;)1 VULGARE L.; Connington Dump, Exc. 
CALYSTEGIA SYLVESTRIS ("'illd.) Roem. &; S<.:hult.; Con

nington Dump, A. H. G. ALSTON, Exc . 
A'fROPA BELLA-DO"NA J ... ; stream under railway bank near 

Connington Dump, L. W. FROST, Exc. 1?reviously 
recorded from Elton Churchyard, J. F. Pierce and 
Farcet, Mrs Bird (Druce, 1926A). 

VE'RBASCUM NIGRU~1 L.; Connington Dump, B. 'VELCH, 
Exc . Only one previous record, Stibbington, 1925, 
G. C. Druce (1926A). 

LINAlUA REPENS (L.) Mill.; Oonuington Dump, J. E. H. 
BLACKIEl, J. G. DONY a nd H . B. SOUST'ER; previously 
recorded from St Neob, 1908 (Druce, 1926A). 

L. H.EPEXS x VULGARIS; ('OllllillgtOIl Dump, A. H. G. 
ALSTON and J. E. "\VOODHE,~D , Exc. 

DIGITALIS PURPUREA L.; Holme Fen, Cambridge Nat. 
Hist. Soc. Excursion; ::\lonks ' ';Vood, G. H. DAY , 
Exc.; gravel-pit, Hartford, B. WEJ,CH, Exc. The 
only previous record from 'Washingley Wood, l\1rs 
Bird, was doubted by Druce (1926A). 

VERONICA 1I1ONTANA L . ; :\1onks' 'Wood, 1\1rs FJELLSTEDT, 
Exc. The only previous record Qf this species is an 
ulllocalised one by W . W . Newbould (Druce 1926A). 

NEPETA CATARIA L.; near Huntingdon, J . G. DONY, Exc. ; 
near Holme Fen, Exc.; last recorcl, Bramptol1, 1901 , 
E. W . Hunl1ybul1 (Druce, 1926A). 

LAlIIIUlIl HYBRIDUlIl Vill.; Stibbington, J. L. GILBERT, det. 
A. J. WILMOTT. 

PLANTAGO PSYLLIUlII L. ; Connington Dump, J. E. H. 
BLACKIE, J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER. 

~4.MARANTHUS CAUDATUS L.; cart-track near Wood "\Valton, 
J. G. DONY, Exc. 

CHENOPODIUM HYBRIDUM L.; Stibbington, J. L. GILBERT; 
gravel-pit, St Ives, B. 'WELCH, Exc. The only pre
yio·us record for the county was from St Ives by A. 
Fryer in 1884 (Druce, 192(H). 
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t 600/14 C. VULVAIUA L.: Conningtol1 D ump, A. H. G. AT,STON , 
J . E. WOODHBA» and B . WELCH, Exc. 

Ilt615 {32 POLYGONUM Cl:SPIDATU1I1 Sieb. & Zucc.; Conningtoll 
Dump, D. A. DAVIEs, J. G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER. 

§t632{2 MERCUlUALIS ANNUA L.; COl1nington Dump, B. WELCH, 
Exc.; previously recorded from Yaxley by Mrs Bird 
(Druce, 1926A) . 

719 / 5 LUZULA PALLESCENS (Wahlenb.) Bess.; Holme Fen, Cam-
bridge Nat. Hist. Soc . Excursion, confirming a record 
made by Dr A. S. WATT from withered fruit ing 
material in December 1947; Denton Fen, R. A. BoYI
FACE and F. ROSE ; an interesting extension of the 
range of this species which was previously kno,wn 
only from Wood Walton Fen. 

722 /1 SPARGANIUlII NEGLECTU1I1 Beeby; Monks' Wood, A. J. 
WILMOTT, Exc.; Hartford, B. '\VET,CH, Exc. 

*737 / 23 POTAlIlOGETON BEIWHTOT"DII Fieb.; Hartford, J. G. DONY, 
Exc. ,· det. J. E. DANDY and G. TAYLoR. The first 
record for the county; previous specimens seen by 
Dandy and Taylor were P. P'ttsilLus L. 

11824{ 2b POA ANCl:STIFOLIA L.; railway embankment between 
Buckden and Huntingdon, J . G. DONY, Exc., det. 
C. E. Hl:BBARD. 

82.5/2x!i GLYCElUA FLUITANS (L .) R . Br. X G. PI,WATA Fr.; War
boys, C. D . PICOTT; previously recorded from Oak
ley Dyke, Druce (1926A). 

t 826/1S VULPIA ~1YURO'S (L.) Gmel.; Connington Dump, J . E. H. 
BLACKIE, J . G. DONY and H. B. SOUSTER; not re
corded since 1883. 

II t828 / 3 BRACHYPODIU1I1 DISTACHYON (L .) Beauv.; railway siding, 
Huntingdon, D . A. DAVIES and J. G. DONY, det . 
C. E. HUBBARD. 

849 / 1 BLECHN{;M SPICANT (L.) Roth; Holme Fen, J . G. DONY, 
Exc . ; last seen at Holme Fen in 1883 by A. Fryer , 
only other record 'Vhittlesey Mere, 1860, F . P aley 
(Drnce , 1926A). 

8;30 ,' 1 PHYLLITIS SCOLOPENDRIU1I1 (L.) Newm.; Stibbington, 
1938, J. L. GILBEUT; raih"ay bridge , hetween Buck
den and Huntingdon, J . G. DONY, Exc . ; previous 
records, Somersham, 'V. VV. Newbon ld; Elton , G. C. 
Druce (1926A). 

§*t851 / 5 ASPLE!'nr:~1 ADIANTUM-NIGRUM L.; old wall, St Ives, J. G. 

§*853 / 1 

DONY, Exe . ; found also on church wall, St Ives, C. 
D. PICOTT. 

ATHYllIUlIf FILIX-FElIlINA (L.) Roth; Holme F ell , Cam
bridge Nat.. Hist. Soc. Excursion. 
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§854/3 1;'OLYSTICHUM ACULEATU)! (L.) Roth; Stibbington Church 
wall , 0 native, J. L. GILDEUT ; re('orded from Whit
tlesey Mere, 1860, J. Paley ( Drupe, 1926.-\) . 

[[856 / 1(2) DRYOPTERIS BORRER! Newm. ; Holm e Fell , R .. -\ . BONIFA CE 
a nd F. ROSE. 

856/3 DRYOPTERIS SPINULOSA Ci\Hill .) Watt; Holllle F e n , n. A. 
BONIFACE and F. RoSE , Soc. Excurs ion. La st seen at 
Holme Fen in 1886 ny . .\ . Fl'yer (Dl'LlCe, 1926.40). 


