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TABLE 3. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SUFFOLK LUNGWORT (PULMONARIA OBSCURA)
POPULATION, APRIL 1994

No. flowering No. clumps with

Location No. clumps Total area (m?) stems seedlings Morphs
Burgate Wood 12 7 20 4 pin+thrum
Stubbing’s Wood 4 5 & 2 pin-+thrum
Gittin Wood 11 6 c. 470 ] pin+thrum
Totals 27 18 c. 567 11

lungwort taxa none of which is referable to P. obscura, but Miller & Martyn (1807) included
“Pulmonaria non maculosa folio L. Sp. Pl p. 135 (1753)” which is synonymous with P. obscura.
However, this publication is a dictionary for gardeners and botanists and includes many taxa which
were not cultivated. Present-day horticultural accounts of the genus Pulmonaria exclude P. obscura
(e.g. Stuart 1990; Bloom 1994; Griffiths 1994) or, when mentioned, state that it is not cultivated
(e.g. Mathew 1982). P. obscura appeared in The plant finder for the first time in 1992 (Philip 1992).
Monksilver Nursery, Cambridgeshire, which stocked this material, had obtained it from a wild,
foreign population.

Although Burgate Wood contains earthworks showing that part of the wood was settled, the
lungworts do not grow in this area (Rackham 1979). No other garden escapes are associated with the
lungwort except for Ribes rubrum L., a species dispersed widely by birds.

P. obscura is heterostylous with pin and thrum morphs. It is unusual to find both morphs in garden
populations because typically it is introduced to the garden as a division from a single monomorphic
clump. Therefore, further evidence against a garden origin for the Suffolk plants is the presence of
both morphs in all three populations.

5. “A species is more likely to be native if it reproduces by seed rather than solely by vegetative
means.” In April 1985, Pigott (pers. comm.) recorded seedlings around adult plants in Burgate
Wood and, in April 1994, seedlings were recorded around adult plants in all three woods.

CURRENT POPULATION AND CONSERVATION

In April 1994, the three known P. obscura populations were surveyed to estimate the number of
clumps in each (clumps were defined as groups of plants separated by more than 1 m from other
groups), the area they occupied, the number of flowering stems, the number of clumps with
associated seedlings, and the presence of pin and thrum morphs. The results are presented in Table
3. All the lungwort colonies reported by Rackham (1979) in Burgate Wood are extant and had a
similar total area to that reported by him. All the known plants in Stubbing’s Wood grow on two
recently created, wide, periodically mown, woodland rides, a habitat which will probably prove
unsuitable for this species in the long term.

Although no quantitative data are available, the comments of Ashfield (1862) and Simpson
(1982) suggest that during the last century and at the start of this century, P. obscura was more
abundant in Burgate Wood and Stubbing’s Wood than at present. Its decline is probably related to
the decline and cessation of coppicing during the twentieth century. Currently, Stubbing’s Wood
and Gittin Wood are not coppiced, but recently, coppicing of Burgate Wood has recommenced. Itis
recommended that the effect of coppicing on the lungwort population of Burgate Wood is
monitored and if favourable, this management should be applied to the other sites.

Burgate Wood, Stubbing’s Wood and Gittin Wood are within 1 km of each other. Burgate Wood
is a site of special scientific interest but the other two sites have no legal protection although they are
on the register of county wildlife sites. P. obscura is to be included in the third edition of the British
red data book for vascular plants (Wigginton, in prep.).

There is no public access to Burgate Wood, Stubbing’s Wood or Gittin Wood and permission to
enter must be obtained from the owners before any visit. Plants of P. obscura originating from
Burgate Wood can be seen in Cambridge University Botanic Garden.
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