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THE DISTRIBUTION OF BRAMBLES (RUBUS SPP.) IN NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND

Comprehensive knowledge about the occurrence of brambles (Rubus spp., Rosaceae) in Aberdeen-
shire and Kincardineshire has built up over the last ten years. Numerous species have been added to
the vice-county lists given in Edees & Newton (1988), and many species have been found to have
wider ranges than the maps in that work indicate. A full list of the species currently known in v.cc.
91-93is given in Table 1, together with the number of hectads and part-hectads in which they occur
in each vice-county.

Rubus mucronulatus Boreau is by far the commonest bramble in all three vice-counties,
contributing 90-99% of the bramble occurrences in most hectads. R. mucronulatus extends higher
in altitude than any other species, reaching 275 m in Crathie in S. Aberdeen (v.c. 92) and 215 m in
Forgie in N. Aberdeen (v.c. 93). These quite low altitudinal limits mean that brambles are absent
from roughly half the total area comprised by v.cc. 91-93, and along many upland roads raspberries
are the sole Rubus species.

Other widespread brambles have altitudinal limits between 150 and 200 m, and many species are
confined to the coastal plain, growing no higher than 100 m. Current altitudinal limits for the
widespread species are, in ascending order: 155 m R. polyanthemus Lindeb., 165 m R. furvicolor
Focke, 175 m R. dasyphyllus (Rogers) E. S. Marshall. 185 m R. latifolius Bab., and 200 m R.
echinatoides (Rogers) Dallman and surprisingly R. ulmifolius Schott. However, this last is a disjunct
occurrence at Kennethmont less than a kilometre from the Aberdeen — Inverness railway.

Three species arc abundant over limited areas within north-east Scotland, R. furvicolor in the
Turriff — Fraserburgh district of v.c. 93 (Welch 1993), R. septentrionalis W. C. R. Watson south of
Fraserburgh, and R. echinatoides near Crimond (v.c. 93) and also in the lower Dee valley around
Banchory (v.c. 91) in hectads NO/6.9 and NO/7.9. In all but the last of these areas R. mucronulatus
is infrequent.

For Buchan (the north-eastern half of Aberdeenshire) Trail (1904) reported that R. furvicolor (=
melanoxylon) was common, but he considered R. mucronulatus was scarce throughout the area in
contrast to its abundance near Aberdeen. It would appear that R. mucronulatus has spread north in
the last 90 years, but has gained surprisingly little ground, considering its vigour, where R.
furvicolor, R. septentrionalis and R. echinatoides were already common. Other species now locally
frequent in Buchan are R. anisacanthos G. Braun around Old Deer, and R. dasyphyllus around
Clola.

The richest habitats for brambles in north-east Scotland are railways, particularly their stations
and goods yards. The Deeside line, abandoned in 1966, once carried frequent suburban services,
and in its first 14 km west of Aberdecn there were eight stations. This line has been developed into a
cycleway and the station areas are largely intact; eight species including unnamed taxa are currently
known at Milltimber (Ballantyne 1996) and two others grow at Cults nearby. Across the region R.
elegantispinosus (A. Schum.) H. E. Weber, R. errabundus W. C. R. Watson, R. leptothyrsos G.
Braun and R. ulmifolius have more of their occurrences along railways than might be expected on
chance, and very probably reached north-cast Scotland either by being planted by railwaymen in
their lineside allotments, or by passive carriage on trains. Similarly R. plicatus Weihe & Nees and R.
scissus W. C. R. Watson have an undue number of occurrences on banks by old roads e.g. R. scissus
on the old Aberdeen — Tarves road, and perhaps were spread by road traffic in the past. But these
species are typical of moorland and may well be relicts, the narrow strips along roads containing the
only surviving remnants of moorland in these places.

Five brambles are included in Table 1 which appear not to have been described or named (A.
Newton, pers. comm., 1996). Three of these grow by railways and have as yet only one or two



NOTES 379

TABLE 1. NUMBER OF HECTADS AND PART-HECTADS IN WHICH BRAMBLE SPECIES
(RUBUS SPP.) OCCUR IN VICE COUNTIES 91-93

91 92 93

SUBERECTI

R. fissus Lindley P 2 1

R. plicatus Weihe & Nees 1 3

R. scissus W. C. R. Watson 4 8 3t
SYLVATICI

R. errabundus W. C. R. Watson 1

R. leptothyrsos G. Braun ]
RHAMNIFOLII

R. elegantispinosus (A. Schum.) H. E. Weber 1 2 I*

R. lindebergii Mucller 1

R. nemoralis Mueller " I

R. polyanthemus Lindeb. 3 2

R. rhombifolius Weihe ex Boenn. 1

R. septentrionalis W. C. R. Watson 2% 12
DISCOLORES

R. procerus Mueller ex Boulay 4 2% 2

R. ulmifolius Schott 2 5
VESTITI

R. vestitus Weihe in Bluff & Fingerh. 1¥ 2%
MUCRONATI

R. furvicolor Focke 2 23

R. mucronulatus Boreau 16 21 2

Unnamed' |

Unnamed” 1
MICANTES

R. raduloides (Rogers) Sudre in Gandoger 1*
ANISACANTHI

R. anisacanthos G. Braun 5*

R. infestus Weihe ex Braun 1 2%
RADULI

R. echinatoides (Rogers) Dallman 13 11 5

R. radula Weihe ex Boenn. 5* 1" 2

Unnamed® 1
HYSTERICES

R. dasyphyllus (Rogers) E. S. Marshall 4% 12*
CORYLIFOLII

R. latifolius Bab. 12 10 14

R. pictorum Edcees 3* 1*

R. tuberculatus Bab. 2* 2% 1*

Unnamed” 2
Unnamed” 1
Number of species (named) 16 13 24
Number of species (including unnamed) I8 15 25

“Not recorded for vice-county in Edees & Newton (1988).

"Probably a hybrid of R. mucronulatus and R. latifolius.

2 With large ternate leaves and white flowers.

*Similar to R. largificus but with very short stamens.

' With strong heterocanth prickles and pinkish flowers.

*With weak prickles and white flowers.

Based largely on records made by the author since 1982, but including also some records of Alan Newton
published in Edees & Newton (1988) and a few recent records of George Ballantyne in v.c. 92.
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localities, and a fourth is a single large patch, being apparently a hybrid of R. mucronulatus and R.
latifolius (A. Newton, pers. comm., 1996), which fruits badly. Only the pink-flowered Corylifolian
allied to R. tuberculatus Bab., that grows around Peterhead in eight separate 1-km squares (Welch
1993), is sufficiently widespread to be a candidate for naming.

Many of the extra species now added to the vice-county lists have probably been present for many
years, unnoticed because searching was previously minimal. Most occur in neighbouring vice-
counties although R. vestitus Weihe in Bluff & Fingerh. and R. anisacanthos are apparently far
distant from other locations. The latter grows in large thickets in plantations on former heathland,
and extends for 200 m along one roadside in Buchan, so having the appearance of being long
resident.

The total list for north-east Scotland would seem to be virtually complete. Only four further
species grow in vice-counties adjacent to the region; of these just R. conjungens (Bab.) Rogers, R.
laciniatus Willd. and R. nessensis W. H. Hall are candidates for occurrence. The fourth species, R.
hebridensis Edees, is known only from one roadside near Dufftown (v.c. 94) at the surprising
altitude of 240 m, and is almost certainly a recent introduction which the mild winters of the 1990s
have permitted to survive. However, some additions to the lists for v.cc. 91 and 92 are still likely; it is
puzzling that R. furvicolor and R. septentrionalis can be so abundant in the far north yet are
unknown in Kincardineshire in apparently similar situations.
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