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officinarum and Hypochaeris radicata. Another colony by a caravan site has a similar number of 
plants but spread over a wider area; those on sandy heath have Erica cinerea, Calluna vulgaris and 
Lotus corniculatus as companion species. 

The single plant of Corynephorus canescens found at Toigal by Morar, West Inverness-shire 
(Trist 1992) was on low dunes of highly mobile white sand on the shore of the tidal R. Morar. It 
was outnumbered by its constant species which included a single plant each of Aira praecox, 
Rumex acetosella subsp. acetosella and Carex arenaria. A few paces away was a small dune with a 
solitary plant of Calluna vulgaris. This was once a thriving colony which may have been 
introduced to this site. It was first found by F. Townsend in 1895 and now only a single plant 
bears witness. 

The Jersey, Channel Islands, sites are all found in the south-west of the island on coastal dunes 
and where some of the colonies are extensive and would experience salt spray from high tide. The 
dunes at St Ouen are relatively flat compared with those of Les Quennevais which attain a little 
height where the sands are deep and are the largest systems on the island. These latter calcareous 
dunes of broken down shells are remarkably rich in species which include Bupleurum fruticosum, 
Hornungia petraea, Rosa pimpinellifolia and Viola kitaibeliana with large colonies of Corynephorus 
canescens. On the dunes at Les Quennevais and L 'Ouaisne, Lagurus ovatus and Poa bulbosa are 
frequent. 

THE INLAND SITES 

One of the Corynephorus canescens sites in W. Suffolk is on Lakenheath Airfield where there are 
two stations. One is extensive and spread over an area of c. 0·4 ha which overlaps the parishes of 
Lakenheath and Wangford. The other, in the parish of Lakenheath, is c. 0·2 ha. The former has a 
population exceeding 5000 plants and the latter c. 500 plants. The site was formerly part of 
Lakenheath and Wangford Warrens which lie to the west of the A1065 road. It had been sheep 
grazed from early medieval times to 1942 when it was requisitioned by the Ministry of Defence. It 
was also an extensive rabbit warren for 700 years and there is some evidence of former cultivation 
(Crompton 1975). This western part of Lakenheath Warren was occupied by a series of dunes up to 
1 km in width in the 1930s, with some dunes up to 6 m in height (Watt 1936). Following requisition, 
the dunes were destroyed and the entire area bulldozed flat and prepared for an airfield. The 
C. canescens recorded here is a relict of the find by Druce (1883, OXF) and the rediscovery by 
Crompton (1980). These airfield sites are mown twice monthly in the season and, in spite of this 
record of disturbance, a number of species survive. The large area contains Agrostis vinealis, Crepis 
capillaris, Campanula rotundifolia, Galium verum and Silene otites, while the smaller areas 
contribute Coronopus squamatus, Festuca ovina subsp. hirtula and a large colony of Thymus 
serpyllum. 

The other site in W. Suffolk is also in the adjoining parish ofWangford. It lies 2 km north-east of 
the Airfield sites and 60 years ago would have been part of the huge dune system on the warren. This 
site is fully described under conservation at Wangford Glebe. 

At Kinver Edge, which lies south-west of Kinver, Staffordshire, there are two sites of C. 
canescens which are c. 170 m apart and separated by an area of gorse, scrub oak and birch. The soil is 
a pebbly red sandstone with pH 6·7 which lies over Triassic Bunter Pebble Beds. The plants were 
found on a gentle slope of open semi-stable sand at 130 m. The constant species include seven 
mosses and three lichens with 24 higher plants which include Calluna vulgaris, Deschampsia 
cespitosa, Erica cinerea, Luzula campestris and Teucrium scorodonia. The site has been the 
property of the National Trust since 1917 and is c. 80 ha in extent. Although it is near to dwellings 
there is no encroaching urbanisation. The conservation of these two sites is related to passing 
walkers who are probably mainly responsible for sand compaction and so preventing accretion 
about the C. canescens. The population of c. 500 plants has remained fairly constant since 1977. The 
site is wardened and protective action is taken. 

The Worcester sites consist of five colonies separated along the Severn Valley Railway, south of 
Devil's Spittleful where three ofthe sites are on the track side with two small colonies and a third site 
reported in 1991 to have an " abundant colony". Devil's Spittleful is under the care of the local 
District Council as a Nature Reserve. Two other sites are found on the embankment where, in 1989, 
a field meeting recorded " several plants", and a "large local area" reported in 1995. Another is 
located on Burlish Top which is c. 500 m south of the railway, where it was reported " locally 
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common" in 1989. The sites are within an extensive area of sand covering an area 2 x 2 km and 
provide sandy tracks, heath and embankment habitats. The C. canescens plants spread along the rail 
track have originated from the adjacent sandy heath. 

It seems clear that these several small locations of C. canescens represent a relict of a one-time 
large open area of sand which over time has become fragmented and buried under the neighbouring 
towns. Si/ene conica, which is now largely confined to East Anglia, has survived on Hartlebury 
Common since its discovery in 1900 and this site is within a few kms of the Devil's Spittleful 
C. canescens locations. Teesdalia nudicaulis is still frequent, but Rosa pimpinellifolia and Erodium 
maritimum found on these sites in recent years are now extinct. Our plant is carefully monitored by 
the vice-county recorder. 

To give some interpretation of the present day inland and coastal habitats of C. canescens , we 
may consider the maritime sand habitats of the grass Elytrigia repens subsp. arenosa, which has a 
defined north-western European distribution which includes the east and south coasts of Britain 
(Trist 1995); it also occurs on heathland and sandy arable land in the Mainz area of Germany. On 
this extensive inland sand area many of the local taxa are also common to the sands of the 
W. Suffolk Breckland; both contain C. canescens and more than 20 other grasses (Hecker 1987). 
With the exception of those sites which are known or believed to be introductions, we may 
regard the W. Suffolk, Staffordshire and Worcestershire sites as relict areas which have resisted 
erosion. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF C. CANESCENS IN BRITAIN AND THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 

E. Suffolk, V.c . 25. Dune at rear of beach, Minsmere Haven. TM/479.674, 18 July 1992, P. J. O. 
Trist; beach near Benacre Broad , TM/534.841 , July 1995 , P. Lawson and Y. Leonard; the shore , 
Kessingland Beach , TMl535.857 , 7 June 1991 , P. J . O . Trist . 
W. Suffolk, V.c. 26. Fixed dunes , Wangford Glebe , Brandon , TLJ757.843 , 15 July 1994, P. J. O. Trist ; 
heathland west of main entrance to Lakenheath Airfield , TL1745 .809 and adjacent to runway, south 
of Wangford Farm buildings , TLI748.827-749.828, 18 July 1995, Y. Leonard and P. 1. O. Trist. 
E. Norfolk, v.c. 27. Coastal dunes, North Denes , Gt Yarmouth, TG/533.090 and uninterrupted on 
dunes north to the Lifeboat station, Caister-on-Sea, TG/528.118 and continuing north and through 
the Caister golf course to TG/527 .122 , 5 September 1995 , A. Bull; mobile dunes, Winterton-on
Sea, TG/502.190, 10 September 1992, P. J. O. Trist; north to Warren Farm, north-east of Horsey 
Corner, TG/460.247, 5 September 1995, A. Bull; grey dunes , Blakeney Point , TG/000.465-008.465 , 
4 September 1994, A . Bull. 
W. Norfolk, V. c. 28. Coastal dunes , Holme next the Sea, TF1705.445 , 13 June 1995 , G. Beckett and 
P. J. O. Trist. 
Worc., v.c. 37. Severn Valley Railway track adjacent to Devil 's Spittleful, south-east of Wyre 
Forest , near Kidderrninster: a . railway track side , Wribbenhall Junction , S0I798.749 , 6 August 
1991 , R. Maskew and W. A. Thompson ; b. railway trackside , SO/809.745-810.745 , 6 August 1991 , 
W. A. Thompson; c. railway embankment, SO/805 .746, 30 July 1989, Worcs . Flora meeting; 
d. railway track side , SO/826.750, 29 June 1995, R . Maskew and W. A. Thompson; e. railway 
embankment , SO/832.752 , 29 June 1995, R. Maskew and W. A . Thompson; sandy heath on Burlish 
Top, south-east of Droppingwells Farm , south-west of Kidderminster, SO/810.739-811.741, 30 July 
1989, Worcs. Flora meeting. 
Staffs. , v.c. 39. Sandy track side , Kinver Edge, south-west of Stourbridge, SO/834.827-834.825 , 
October 1995, B. R . Fowler. 
S. Lancs., v.c. 59. On sand boundary with Ainsdale and Southport golf links , SD/318.127, 28 June 
1994, V. Gordon. 
E. Lothian, v.c. 82. Sandy turf by the estuary at Hedderwick Hill Plantation, John Muir Country 
Park, west of Dunbar, NT/642 .789, 3 September 1995, H. Jackson and A. Silverside. 
Moray, v.c. 95. Disused gravel pit , south of Lossiemouth, NJ/23 1. 694, 24 July 1992, J. Edelsten and 
D. Law; caravan site on coast east of Lossiemouth , NJ/239.699 , 24 July 1992, J. Edlesten and 
D.Law. 
Westerness, v.c. 97. Mobile dunes , Toigal by the estuary of the R. Morar, near Arisaig , NMI 
674.922, 24 July 1991, A. Slack, E . Norman and P. J. O. Trist. 



DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS OF CORYNEPHORUS CANESCENS 47 

Channel Isles, v.c. 113. Jersey , coast dunes, Ouaisne, St Brelades Bay; coast dunes, La Pulente, St 
Ouen's Bay ; coast dunes, La Carriere, St Ouen's Bay; higher interior dunes, Les Quennevais. All 
sites reported June 1995, J. Banks. 

GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 

Britain to S. Baltic and to S. Portugal, N. Italy and across to Central Ukraine, local in the eastern 
part of its range. 
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