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THE FLORA OF BOMBED SITES IN CANTERBURY 

n~· DOlTGT.AS H. KENT. 

Canterbnry, the ecclesiastical capital of England, is situated on the 
River Stonr in East Kent, 62 miles south-east of London. Few Eng
lishto\\'ns can boast of greater antiquity, and there is good evidence 
that a Romano-British town existed on the site of the present City. 
The great cathedral was fonnded in 597 A. D., and the City was pro
bably almost entirely built up by the end of the 13th century. The 
area contained within the City walls is abont 143 acres, and it is pro
bable that, except for short periods whell rebnilding took place, many 
of the sites now levelled mnst have been covered with houses; churches 
and shops for nearly seven hundred years. 

Dnring the recent war Cante'rbury, owing to its geographical situa
tion, was in the front line and snffered severe damage from enemy action. 
Althongh " tip and run" raiders caused damage as early as the summer 
of 1940. the first serions air raid took place on the night of May 31, 
1942, as a reprisal for the Allied 1000 bomber raid on Oologne the pre
vions night. As a result of this attack and continuous raids during; 
the following week an area of approximately If) acres bounded by Bul'
gate Street, Butchery J,ane" At Margaret's Street, Watling Street, St 
George's Lane and Rurgate J,ane was largely de~'astated by fire. A 
daylight attack on 31st October 1943 Calmed further widespread damage 
in various other parts of the town. 

The bombed sites of Canterbury present, therefore, an interesting 
parallel with those of the City of London, the fiora of which has been 
de'llt with by J. K J~ousley (1944, B.E.C. 1941-2 Rep., 528-31; 1946, 
1943-44 Rep., 875-83). Whe,reas, however, the City of London is 
snl'ronnded hy the built-up area of the metropolis, Canterhury is, in 
contrast, apart from its small area of suburbs, surrounded hy orehal'ds, 
hop gardens, small holdings, fields, pastures, woods and downs Thus 
the chance of a plant heing introduced on to the Canterbury sites is 
probahly c~nsiderably greater than in London. Another important 
factor is that many more species existed in the open spaces of pre-war 
Cantel'bury than in the similar areas of the City of London. The 
walls of the City of Canterbury also maintained an interesting denizen 
flora" the most notable plants being Cheira,nthus Cheiri L., Sagi'IUL pro
cumbens L., Ken,tranthlls ruber (L.) DC., Linaria Cymbalaria (L.) Mill., 
Pa,rietnTia d,iffusa. Mert. & Koch and Fest1tCf!. rigida (L.) Kunth. 
Various churchyards, the cathedral precincts and Dane John, produced 
various other plants among which may he mentioned Sambucus ,,"igTa 
L., Erigeron canadensis L. and Buddleja Davidii Franch. The banks 
of the Stom and allotments to the north of the riYer also provided a I 
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lIumber of weeds, e.g. ('upsell(( HUTS((-pa.storis (1,.) Medik., .1chtlle/l 
MqllefvlilllJl. I,., A.rtelll(illiavlllgQ1'is I •. , Senecio Gulgal'i s L., etc. 

The reeords contained in this )lapel' were made during ll1allY "isits 
to Canterbury between the Spring of 1943 and the Summer of 1950, 
and although the area of the survey has been eonfined to the old City, 
i.e. within the walls, plants of special interest which ha\'e, occurred just 
outside the boundaries are included within square brackets. Although 
I believe the following list to he fairly (:oll1]llete it is possible that a 
number of plants may have eseaped lily notice awl that additional 
species will eontinue to arrive on tlle sites. 

In conclusion I should like to offer my SilWer€ thanks to Mr John 
Boyle, LL.B., Town Clerk of Canterbury, for statistical information 
relating to the City and to Mr C. E. Hubbard for assistance in naming 
l'el'tain species of Gramineae. 
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Clematis Vitalba L. Rare. Watllllg street, (Oravel Walk and near 
St George's Lane. 

llanunculus repens L. Apparently rare. Seen only in WatJing 
Street. 

H. ucris L. RaJ·e. St Oeorge's Street alld StuUl' Street. 
Delphinium Gayanum WillllOtL Near the west' Gate, Hl44; St 

Peter's Street, 1945. 
Papaver somniferum L. St George's Street, 1944-45, possibly de

liberately sown. 
P. Rhoeas L. Frequent. 
P. lateritium Koch. Not uncommon in BUI'gate Street and St Peter's 

Street. [Abundant on several sites in St (;eorge's Place from 
whence it has prnbably spread into the old city.] 

Cheltdonium majus L. Broad Street.] 
Cheiranthus Cheiri L. Rare. Spariugly natul'alised 011 brirk 

rubble in st George's Street. 
Aubrieta deltoidea DC. Near the West Gate, 1045, probably (lelill€j'

ately introduced; it has not perSisted. 
('ochlearia Armoracia L. Rare. Pound Laue. 
Sisymbrium altissimum L. Rare. Two plants on In'irk rubble, 

BUI'gate Lane, 1949. 
S. orientale L. Burgate Lane, almndallt. 
S. c(ficinale (L.) Scop. Frequent. 
S, AHiaria Scop. Rare. St «eorge's Street. 
Brassica Kaber (DC.) Wheeler. COllllllon. 
B. hirta Moench. Rare. St noorge's Street. 
B. juncea Coss. Rare. Lower Chantry Lane, 1950.] 
Diplotaxis tenuifolia (L.) DC'. Rare. St «eorge's Tel'I'acc and Hur

gate Lane. 
D. mum lis (L.) DC. val'. cu-ulescells lOtteL Vej'y ral'e. SI neol'gc'~ 

Lane, 1949. 
Capsella Burso-postoris (L.) Me<lik. Fl'equenL 
Coronopus didyrnus (L.) Sill. Rare. St Margaret's Street, 1944. 
C. procumbens <iilib. Rare. Burgate Street, 1948. 
Lepidium Draba L. Not common, tlIough locally abundant at tile 

junctio'1 of Watling' strept and Mal'lowe Avenue. [Common out
side the City as at Old Ruttington Lane, Union Street, BOI'ough. 
etc.] 

L. rudemle L. Burgate Lane, mie plant, 1950. 
L. sotivum L. Station Road West, a solitary plant, 1949.] 
[beris umbellata L. Near the Cattle Market, 1944. deliberately ~own. 
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Bun·tas ol'ien/a./is L. St (iPOl'ge's Stf'eet, a single large plant, IU/,9. 
l/eseda Luteola L. Near the West. Gate, 1944-47. 
Saponal'ia of/ll'illlllis L. Ral'e. Near BUl'gate Laut', lU!,\), 
Silene Cucuballls WiI,,,1 OpposHe St Paul's CllUl'ch.l 
Melandrium album (Mill.) (;arcke. Occasional. 
M. dtoicllm (L.) Coss, & Germ. Rare. St Geol'ge's Street. 
Cerasttum vulyatum L. Ff'equent. 
C. tomentosum L. Abundant aml well estahlislIeLl lIt'a!' tile Cattl.' 

Markd, 1946. 
Stellarta media VUI. Vel y conUhon, 
Arenarta serpullilolta L. Frequent 011 ,t"uy l'ul.JlJle jJl St Oeorge's 

Street and Burgate Lane; 
A. leptoctados (RchIJ.) Guss. Occasional 
Sa.gina procumbens L. Not uncommon IIJl stouy gl'Ouud. 
Hypericum pertoratum L. St George's Place.] 
Althaea rosea L. Occasional. 
Malva sylvestris L. Rare. BUl'g'ate Street. 
M. neglecta Wall!', Rare. Watling Street ami st Peter's Lane, 
Geranium pyrenaicum Burm. f, Several large patches near tlll, 

site of the Cathedral Library. [Monastery Street, in profusion.J 
Vilis vinifera L. St George's Terrace. 
V. hed.eracea L. Burgate Stl'eet and St Peter's Stl'eet. 
Aesculus Htppocaslu1l1l1n L. Havelock Street, a single large seed· 

ling, 1949.] 
Aeer Pseudo-platanus L. Abundant lhlOuglJout the city as seedlings 

. and saplings. 
Laburnum anagyroilles Medik. Seve..al seeLllings by St George's 

Church, 1949; a single seedling, Watling Street, 1949. 
M ed.icago saliva L, St George's Street. 
1\-1. arabiea (L.) Huds. St George's Place', Union Street and Broad 

Street.] . 
M, tupulina L, Occasional. 
Melilotus alba DesI'. Ral'e. Near the Cattle Mal'kct, 1944. 
Trifoltum IJ1'atl'nse L. Occasional. 
T. repens L. Frequent. 
T. dubtum Sibth. Rare, Watling Street. 
Lotus cornieulalus L. Rare. Sparingly on gl'ass-('ovel'ecl sites ill 

St George's Street and St George's Lane. 
Galeya of1leinalis L. A large patch nearly opposite the Baptist 

Church, 1946,] 
Vieia angusttf0lta (L.) ReichaI'd. St GeOl'ge's Street and Watling' 

Stre€t. 
Lathyrus latilolius L. St George's Terrace, 1944. Not there in 1947. 
Prunus sp. Cherry seedlings are frequent as the result of stones 

heing thrown on to the sites. 
Rubus sp. Rare. St George's Street and Burgate' Street. 
Geum urbanum L. Rare. St George's Street. 
Fragarta vesca L. St George's Place, 1949.] 
Potentillll replans L. Broad Street and Monastery Street.] 

Crataegus monogyna Jacq. St George's Street, a single seedling, 
1950. 

Sedum acre L. Stony l'uhhle, st Gem'ge's Street and Burgate StI'eet. 
Chamaenerton anyustitolium (L,) Scop. In Hie greatest al.Jundance 

throughout the City. 
Epilobiurn 1!irsulurn I.. Rare. Il'OIl Bat' Lane and Canterbury Lane, 
E. tetrag01l11m L, Gravel Lane. 
E. roseum SCIll'l'll. St Peter's Street, 1\)45, 
E. mon !Unum L, Common. 
Oenothera spp. Frequent. There appeal' to lJe several .listiJll't 

plants within the radius of the City. 
Conium maculatu.m L. Rare, Walling Stl'eet. 
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Smymill7n {)llwltl'll1n L. Ral'e. SeV81'al larg'" planls by St (i"()]'g,"s 
ClnlI'cll; Rose Lane; IJy tile West Gate. 

Sisoll Arno1llllrn L. Hal'c. Opposite St Geo:'ge's CllIll'('h, 194:). 
.. leyopodiurn Podagl'llria L. S~ George's Place and Havelock Strel't.] 
Scandix Pecten-veneTis L. R:ne. Walling StJ·eet. 
Allthriscus sylvestris (L.) Hoffm. Hare. St neorge's SIred. 
dethusa Cynapiurn L. Ran. I{notts Lane, H~O. 
Peucedallurn sativurn (L.) Bent. & Ho()k. Broad Street.] 
lIeracleurn Splwndyli1l1f1 L. O('casional. 
TOl'ilis Allthl'is('us (L.) C. C. ('mel. Hare. ~ear Ho,,' Lane, Hl;)O. 
Hedera Helix L. Occasional. 
Sarnbucus Iligra L. FleqUl'nt. 
-- var. lacini.ata L. Wl'st Oate S(H'eL] 
Galiurn verurn L. Hare. A small patch on a gl'<ISS-c()vcl'ed sill' Heal' 

St Georg,,'s SI1'eet. 
(;. Aparillc L. Abunliant. 
llentranthus ruber (L.) DC. In the g" eat est ahundance on broken 

walls am! brick rubble. 
Dipsucu, tultonurn L. Watlillg Stl eet and Poullll Lane. 
Solidago canadensis L. Occasi()nal. 
Bellis pel'ennis L. Rare. Mal'low~ Avenue. 
,{ster punicula tus Lam. Occasional. 
A. novi-belgil L. Occasional. 
Erigeron canalleusts L. Frl'quent. 
lIelianthus allllUUS L. Occasional 
Achillea Millefoliurn L. Fl'cquent. 
d. Ptarrnil;a L. St George's Street. 
.4nthernis Colula L. St George's Stl'eet alld Burgate Street. 
Chrysanthemurn Leucunthem11rn L. St (Jeorge's Place.] 
('. Parthenium (L.) Bl'l'llh. f. Iwrteme (SCilUl') Beck. Common. 
Jlatrical'ia inoLlom L. OccasionaL 
M. Charnomillu L. Occasional. 
.If. malricarioidc, (Less.) Porter. Fre(juent. 
.4l'ternisia l'ulgaris L. AIJundant. 
.4. VeTl%nan Lam. AIJout 15-20 small patciles all a grass-cove"ell 

site at tile Bor()u.gh "r Union street.] 
TussUago Furtam L. Frequent. 
Senecio ./acobaea L. Frequent. 
S. sl/ualidus L. A few plants on tile flool' of tile IJomiled st George's 

Church, H)44. In 1945 the plants increased in nUlllher and by 
1946 iJa(i spread to two other sites in St George's Street. By 
1948 the plant had formed c()ionies on about a dozen sites in the 
m'ea. It is now abundant and still sp,'('ading. 

S. vulgaris L. Frequent. 
Calendula offlcinaiis L. O('('asionaL 
Arcfium minus (L.) Bernil. Hare. Walling SHeet. 
Cirsiurn l'u/gare (Savi) Tell. Frequent. 
C. Ul'l'ellse (L.) Scop. Fl'l'(jllent. 
Lapsana comrnunis L. St I'etel"s Street. 
rrepis biel1nis L. St neol'ge's Place.] 
C. capil/aris (L.) Wall". Conlllliln. 
C. taraxacifolia Thuill. Abundant. 
Ilieraciurn Pilosella L. Hare. St lieorge's Stl'e<'t. 
Hypochoeris ratlicata L. Frequent 
Leontod'Jn hispillus L. St George's Placp.] 
Taraxacurn o/iicinale ·Weber. C(·1l11110n. 
Lactuca virosa L. st Gem'ge's Stl'eet. 
L. Serriola L. Frequent. 
Sonchus arvensis L. St Gcorge's Stl'eet alld St Petel"s Stl'eet. 
S. asper Hill. Near the West Gate, and King Street. 
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S. ()leruceu~ L. O('casiollal. 
Tmgopogoll minor Mill. St (,eol'ge's Stl"eet ami SI (ie<:H'ge'o Lane. 
Fmxinus excel~ior L. St George's Sh'eet, seedling's and saplings. 
Buddleja Duvidii Ft·anch. In the grealest abundance tlll'oughout 

the City. 
Anchusa sernpe-rvirell~ L. CRutel'bury Lane. 
Lithosperrnurn urvellse L. Hare. WatIing Stl'eet, 19',9. 
Echium vulgare L. Rat'e. Knotts Lane, three plants, 19',U. 
Culystegia sepium (L.) R.lll'. St (,enrge's Street. 
C, sylvestris (Willd.) Rocm. & i5chult, Watling Stn'ct, Hest Lane 

and Castle Row. 
Convolvulus arvensis L. Oceasional. 
Lycopersicon e~culentum Hill. St Gcorge's S1rel't. 
Solanum Dulcamara L. St George's Street, St John's Lallc a]],1 

Watlin~ street. 
S. nigrum L. Frequent. 
S. tuberosllm L. St Geol'ge's Strcet and BUl'gate street. 
Verbascurn phlornoide~ L. St Oeol'ge's Street. 
V. Thapsus L, Watling Street. 
Linaria vulgaris Mill, St Gemge'sStl'eet and st Geo,'g-e's Lane. 
L, 7J1lTpurea (1.,) Mill. Abundant on the site of tile Wllite Liou llll', 

St George's Street; Gravel Lane. 
L, Cymba.laria (L.) Mill. Frequent on bl'1ck ]·ullblc. 
Antirrhinum majus L. St George's Stl eet. 
Stach!Js sylv'ltica L. Rare. Rose Lane, 19f,O. 
Lamium a/bum L: Best Lane. 
L. purpureum L. St George's LaBe. 
Ballota nigra 1., St George's Street. 
Ajnga rep tans L. Rare, Grass-covered site, St GeOl'ge's S11'ee1. 
l'lantago lanceolata L. Canterbury Lane and Hose Lane. 
p, major L. Common, 
Chenopodium album L. Frequent. 
Beta maritima L. Pound Lane, 1950. 
A triplex patula L. Common. 
A. hastata L. Common. 
l'olygonlls Convolvulus L. 'Burgale Street and S(our Street. 
P. Persic,o'ia L. Occasional. 
P. llviculare L, Frequent. 
P. ('uspitla,t11m Sieb. & Zucc. Sf ('POl'gC'S Street and Iron Bar Lal"'. 
HumeJ' crisp1ls 1.. St George's Law'. 
R. CriSP1lS x o!>tllsilolills. B,'oad StJ'eet.] 
R, obtusi/,olius L, St Georg-e's Street. 
U. ('onglomeratlls Mu,'r. St Gem'ge's Pla('e'J 
H. Acetosel/.a L. Sf GeOl'ge's Street. 
EllphorlJiu Helioscopia. L, St Petel"s Street. 
Mercurw!is annua L. St George's Street and St (,eorge's TCITacc. 
Ilurrmlus Lupnl.us L. OppOSite St Paul's ChurCh.] 
Urtica dtoica L. FI'equent. 
U. urens L. Rare. Knolts Lane, 1950. 
Parietaria llirrusa Mert. & Koch. Frequent. 
Betula, 'p. St t1coI'ge's Street, ,eedlings and sapling's, 
Querens lIobul' L, st GPOl'ge's Street and Bm'gate StI'eet, seelllillgs. 
Salix fragilis L. St (ieOl'ge's Sh'ret, saplings. 
S. caprea L. Freque n t. 
S. atl'ocinerea Brat. Occasional. 
S(;iUa non-scripta IL.) Hoffmgg. & Link. Hal'e. St UCOl'ge's Lane. 
AlopeCllr'us praterlSis L. Rare. Walling Sfreet. 
Phleum nOdosllm L, Frequent 
Agrostts stolont(era L. var. stolonifera, Frequent, 
A, tenuis Sit>th. Common, 
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Holc'1s lanatus L. St George's Street, st George's Lane and Gravel 
Walk 

Trtsetum flavescens (L.) Beauv. Burgate Street. 
H elictotrtchOn pubescens (Huds.) Pilger. Rare. A single clump ill 

St George's Lane. 
H. pratense (L.) Pilger. Rare. St George's LalJe. 
Avena satina L. Occasional. 
Arrhenatherum elatms (L.) J. & C. Presl. St George's :,;tl'eet and 

Burgate Lane. 
Dactylts glomerata L. E'requent. 
Poa pratensis L. Common. 
P. angustitolia L. Common. 
P. trtvla/is L. Frequent. 
P. compressll L. St George's Lane. 
Festuca rtgida (L.) Kunth. On stony ground at The Fl'ial'S, st 

George's Lane, St John's Lane and Rose Lane. 
F. arun<itnacea Schreb. subvar . . stricttor (Hack.). Near st Paul's 

ChurCh, 1949, confirmed by C. E. Hubbard.) 
F. rubra L. Occasional. 
Vulpta bromoides (L.) S. F. Gray. Frequent. 
V. myuros (L.) C. C. GmeI. St John's Lane. 
Bromus sterilis L. Abundant. 
B. erectus Huds. St George's Place.] 
B. mollis L. Frequent. 
-- val'. leiostachyus Hartm. St George's Street, det. C. E. 

Hubbard. 
B. Thomtntt Hard. St George's Street, confirmed by C. E. Hullbard. 
Lolium perenne L. Frequent. 
L. multiflorum Lam. Occasional. 
Agropyron rep ens (L.) Beauv. Common. 
Secale cereale L. Canterbury Lane, 1950. 
Trittcum aestiVum L. Canterlmry Lane, 1950. 
Hordeum murinum L. Frequent. 
Ptertdium aquiltntlm (L.) Kuhn. Frequent. 
Dryopterts Ftltx·mas (L.) Schott. Rare. Watling Street. 


