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WARBURG MEMORIAL

FUND

TIIE Botanical Society of the British lsles and the Ilritish llryological Society havc
jointly establisheda Fund the purposeof which is to grant, once in cach two years, ir
'fhe
first award,of {50, rvas
travelling scholarsiripto a botanistunder thc ageof 2l years.
made in 1972.Preferencewill be given to candidatcsrvho intend to undertakca project
bctrveenlcavingschoolantl grring
involvingfield work in thc British Islcsor elscrvherc,
up to university.
Personswishing to be consideredfor this arvardshould rvritc to the addlcss givcn
belowwith the followinginformation:1. Full nameand addressof applicant;
2. Date of birth;
3. Educationand examinationrecord to datc;
4. Proposedfurther education;
5. Short details of project involving travel, including an cstimate of expenscsand
informationrelatingto candidate'sexpcricnccand other qualifications
for carrving
out the proposedwork;
6. Name and statusof two refereesto whom'frustees can refcr if ncccssarl..
Successfulapplicantswill be requestedto submit a rcport on thc work tho' havccalricd
out as a rcsult of the scholarship.
Applicationmust be lodgednot latcr than 31stN{av,1974,anclshoulclbe addrcssecl
to:
'Lhe
Secretaries,
Warburg Memorial Fund,
c/o BotanicalSocietyof the British Isles,
l)epartment of Botany,
British Museum (Natural History),
Cromwell Road,
LONDON. SW7 5BD.
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PRESIDENT'S INTRODUCTION
Our retiring President'seulogisticwelcometo his successorin the May News-letter
k:avesme with such a reputationto live up to that I hardly know what I should write.
Itut the first thing I want to say is easy enough - to expressmy thanks to David
McClintock for his able and enthusiasticguidanceto the Societyover the past two years.
I take over to find that his Presidencyhas left the B.S.B.L in a very healthystate,full of
ideas and vigour, and expandingagain in membership.(Welcome,incidentally,to our
2,000thmember,to whom Council lastweekunanimouslydecidedto ofler a free membership for her first year!) Not only are we growing, but we are also breakingnew ground;
the Oak Symposium,held at the University of Sussexin September,was an outstanding
success,and a really elTectiveadvertisementfor the Society, bringing together field
botanists,foresters,conservationists,
entomologistsand many othersfor a most stimulating exchangeof ideas.This brings me, naturally, to the areaof activity in which I feel
the B.S.B.I.'s contribution can be speciallyimportant, namely,in Europeanco-operation.
We shall be holding in Cambridgenext June a "European meeting", at which I hope to
be host to fifteen to tw€nty botanistsfrom almost as many different Europeancountries.
fhese visiting botanistswill be telling us of their studieson floristic problemsof common
interest, and we hope that for all of us this will be a valuableand enjoyableconference.
I hope that we can expand our- working together with Continental botanistsin joint
excursions,surveys,symposiaand in other ways.The time is ripe for such developments,
and we stand to gain as much as do our foreign colleaguesfrom the exchange.
A word now about internal matters. I am delighted to know that Cecil Prime is now
happily recovcredfrom his scriousillncssof the summer, an illnesswhich unfortunately
prevcntcd hirn from preparing this Nervs-letter.Cecil is advisednot to take on extra
work, and has understandablyhad to withdraw from the Editorship. We have been very
fortunate in persuadingKenneth Beckett, a horticultural journalist, to take over the
production: in this worh we l<norvhe rvill be ably assistedby his wife, Gillian, our
Mcetings Secretarl'.To both we offcr our very best wishesfor all future happiness!
I recently re-read my talk to the Society's 1970 Conferenceon The Flora of a
ChangingBritain, and rvasheartenedto find how well we seemedto be doing on many of
nry ten listed points of things I hoped the B.S.B.I. would do. Next week I am due to
adclress the Parliamentary All-Partv Conservation Committee about the Wild Plant
ProtectionBill due to be introducedinto the House of Lords this session.Much devoted
work hasgone into the preparationof this Bill (and its unsuccessful
predecessor
prepared
by the Wild Plant Protection Working Party), and tve ought to acknowledgeour thanks
to those B.S.B.I. memberswho have over the vearsselfleaslvdevotedthemselvesto this
'l'his just
cause.
is
one aspectof thc important rdle that our Societyis playing in the whole
complex and urgent field of nature conservation,and I am very proud to be associated
in this work. PerhapsI could finish with a plea to all B.S.B.I. memberstpleasedo your
utmost, when the time comes (and you will be notified) to publicise the Wild Plant
ProtectionBill, its aims and provisions, so that it has the maximum impact, and is finally
successfulin Parliament.

S. M. Welrnns
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SECRETARY'S REPORT
First a word about the production of the News-letter.During the changein Editor
Volume 2, No. 3 was not issued and it has been agreedby those concernedrvith the
publishing and distribution,that two largerissuesannuallyis at the moment more practicable than three smaller ones.
This brings me to a note on the changein the names on our Exhibition Meeting
application form in the last two years. Mrs. Lorna Fergusonwho has organisedthii
major meeting of the B.S.B.I. year verv successfullyfor 3 years,still supervisedall the
meetings arrangementsfor us in 7972, afthoughshe had by then left the British Museum
when young Ian Henry Fergusonjoined the family. ln 1973,arrangementswere taken
over by Michael Mullin, who during the yearjoined the staff at the British Museum as a
Scientific Officer in the Fern Section of the Botany Department. We should like to thank
all thosewhosework behind the scenescontributesto the successof this meeting,and in
particular to Mr. R. Rosswhosepermissiongivesus the use of the Botany Depirtment.
Also all thosewho work in the I)epartmentto whom "B.S.B.I. Exhibition l)ay" rneansir
great clearanceof all the bench surfaces!Dr. Norman Robsontoo has been our liaison
with the Museum officials and the caterersand has through the years negotiatedon our
behalf through various changesin meeting venues due to structural alterations of the
building etc. Finally, the other changednameon the 1973noticewas Miss Gillian'fuck,
now Mrs. Kenneth Beckett,and we sendcongratulationsto them (and alsoto Eric Greenwood, Editor of Watsoniaand his new wife Barbarawho werc married in July).
I should like to right a small but numcrically important typographicalcrror in tlre
last issue.There was a reference(page25) to 20,000copiesof our Codeof Conducthavinpl
been distributed. This should in fact have read 120,000and the extra 100,000,as you
can imagine, representsa great deal of handling and despatch by those rnembers who
have undertakenthe distribution for us. This would be a good opportunity to express
our gratitude to Mrs. Sheila Phillips who distributed the bulk of the Codesfor thc
original stock and to Dr. Keith Ferguson who has been, week by week for the past year,
sending off packets of these as they have been requested for conservation projects all
over the country.
We must also acknowledgeagain the generosityof thc World Wildlifc Fund which
has enabledus to distribute this useful leafletin quantity, and in particular thcir reccnt
grant for a reprint when the stock was exhausted.
You may haveseenin the pressthat mappingat l:25,000scalewasunder reviewby the
Ordnance Survey. A questionnairewas completedon behalf of the Societypointing out
that these2f in. maps are essentialfor the tetrad recordingwhich is the baseof most of
the surveys carried out by our members, so we are pleasedthat the Secretaryof State for
the Environment has decided that full national coverageat the 1:25,000scaleshould
continue to be published. There is no guaranteethat the format will remain the same,
but the scale,which is of the greatestimportance to us, has been reprieved.
I was pleasedto hear from one of the young correspondentswho had earlier written
asking for information for a school rvildlife project, that the school - Our Lady of thc
Assumption, Liverpool - had come joint second in the competition for which their
work was being prepared, and won d100 presentedby Lyons food. It was rather a
coincidencethat another school with B.S.B.I. help - Wells Primary School, Norfolk
with Gillian Tuck as their teacher,also rvon a Drizein that sameCompetition.
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Insidc the front cover of this issueis a notice of the Warburg Mcmorial Award due iu
'flrc
jointly by the Ilritish BryologicalSocietvand the B.S.B.L,
1974.
fund is administcrcd
and in 1972, Miss R. I(idman-Cox of the l)epartment of Botany, Llniversity of Bristol
vi'asarvardeda grant towards her expensesfor a survey in North Borneo, mainly for
bryophytes.N{iss Kidman-Cox sent an accountof her travels and a botanicalreport to
the Trustees,who expressedconcernat the rapid ecologicalchangeof most of the area
visited, and a note was sent to the appropriateconservationbodies.It is hopedthat members will encourageapplicationsfor this ycar's award.
'.fhe
Scottish Exhibition NIeeting,held tlris year at the Scottish National Zoological
Park, Edinburgh was again a successfulmeeting rvith exhibits filling all the spaceavailable, antl an illustrated lccture on Farocr by Alan C. Crundrvell of the University of
Glasgorv.A clozenor so of B.S.B.I. membersfrom south of the border travelled north
for the meetingand enjoyeda hospitablewelcomefrom the Scottishsocieties.After supper
slidcs of C.S.S.}'. Irield meetingswere shown. f)r. Margaret Bradshaw,being the only
member of the Expedition to Lapland who had managedto receiveher slidesback since
the August meeting,showcda very intcrestingscricsof plantssecnncarAbisko in Sweden,
'fhese
noting conrparisonswith the flora of Teesdale.
were followed by slides taken on
fielclmeetingsin Easterness
and Wcstcrnesscluringthc year.Thc similaritl' of someof the
scener_\'
of Faroer,Laplandand Scotlandrvasstriliingand many scenes
wcrevery bcautiftrl.
NIany Bnrccs
MEETINGS COMIIIITTEE REPORT
Iilon'r the point of vicw of the meetingsorganiscdby the committcc, 1973has been a
Thc first evelitu'asthe A.G.\{. held at Swirnsea
r,cr1'satisfactor]'ycar.
and followcdby a
scricsof very good paperson plants of spcciallocal interest,lvith a ficld meetingto the
Gower on the Sunday. Both werc ably organiscdby Dr. Q. O. N. Kay and those who
rnaclethe long journcy to South \\Iales were amply rervardedby the excellenccof the
week-end.
The rcmaining field mectingsof the year attractedan averagc:rttendanceof 20, with
'l'he
21 attending the overseasmceting to Jugoslaviain April.
Oak Symposiumwas also
highly successful,mcmbrrs being outnumbercdby non-mcmbers,v'hich saysmuch for
the prestigcand good advcrtisingofficesof the Society.
Non-members included representatives
of the Nature Conservancy,Forestry Commission,Collegesof Agriculture and Forestry,variousUniversity departments,Foresters
and Tree Surgeons.A report of the Sl,mposiumincluding the Field Excursionswill be
publishedin Watsonia.
I)uring 1974therewill be a full programmeof field meetings,but it is very much regrettcd that orving to unforeseencircumstancesthe meeting to Spain .lvill not aftcr all take
placeas planned.Other changessincethe last issueof thc News-lettcrincludethe dateof
A.G.NI. which has been put back a week to NIay 4th, and the Recorders'Conferencc
n'lriclrlrasbeen postponedto September19-21, 1975,at Attingham Park in Shropshire.
After my commentsaboutthe lack of lesponseto requestsfor ideasaboutfield meetings,
I did receivethree letters,all of which howevergavcdifferentviewsabout timing and the
best localitiesfor meetinps.The Committee has tried to provide as balanceda diet as
possiblefor 19741
Gnlrex BEcrett

fi

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT
I)uring the past year the committee has continued to representthe interestsof thc
B.S.B.I. in a wide rangeof conservationfields,but rve are very pleasedto announcetwo
major developments.
'lhe
first is the Wild Plant Protection Bill. This is to bc introduced in the House of
Lords under the sponsorshipof Lord Beaumontduring November, and there is every
possibility that it will reach the House of Commons by the new year. When it does,it
will be a great help to the Bill if as many membersas possiblewrite to their M.P.'s in
support of it. A more detailedappealis to be circulatedat the appropriatetime.
'fire
secondis the conservationDostersmentionedin the last Nervs-lctter.These are
now in print ancl will be publisheh shortly, Onc is approximatelyof f<rolscapsize and
bearsa simple conservationsloganagainsta colvslipphotograph,and the other is much
larger and carriesa detailedappealaccompanyingpaintingsof twenty of Britain's most
threatenedspecies.
One of eachwill be sentto everymember free of charge.Pleasedisplaythem if you can,
and possibly interest your local authoritiesin distributing them further afield.
Pmrn BnaNorrrrlr

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
It is encouragingto note not only that the Societyhas a number of new publications
in the pipe-line, but that some of our previous publicationsare still selling very rvell.
Our first Handbook, British Sedges,first published in 1968,was reprinted in 1972 and
continuesto find a constantdemand,over 600 copieshaving been sold in the last year.
Our Conference Report The Flora of a ChangingBritain, published in 1970, is sold out
and a reprint is being considered.These and many of our other publicationsare available
from our agent,whose new addressshould be noted by members: E. W. ClasseyLtd.,
Park Road, Faringdon,Berkshire,SN7 7DR.
The report of the 1972 B.S.B.I.-R.H.S. Conference,entitlcd Plants Wild and Cultioated,was published in May 7973,and if you do not have your copy write to Classey's
for it straight away.
At the time of writing thesenotes it is expectedthat the list of recommendedEnglish
plant nameswill be published for the Societyby Butterworth's late in 1973under the
title English Natnes of Plants. The report of the recent very successfulOak Symposium
should be published shortly with the title The Oah: its History and Natural lfistory
(Conference Report No. 14), and our second Handbook, British Willows and Pop[ars,
may be availablelater in 1974.The mammothvuorkeditedby Dr. Clive Stacesummarising
known information about British hybrids is now completedand in press.Severalothei
projects are under discussionand the Societyexpectsto maintain its regular output of
publicationsof interestto members'
R. K. Bnuuurrr
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ATTINGHAM

PARK, BOTANICAL COURSE

yegs botanicalcourses,both long and short, havebeena permanentfeature
. For s_everal
in the Summer Schools-held at the ShropshireAdult Collegeat Attingham Park. Now,
by kind permissionof the warden GeoffreyToms, an invitation has be6nextendedto all
B.S.B.I. membersto join in. In August 1972this invitation only resultedin two out of
the20 placesbeing fitled by our membersand no report seemedjustified: howeverthis
year twelve took part and a report is clearly calledfor.
. Th. party assembledat lunch tirne on Thursday, 9th August but unfortunately the
leadcr, by a misunderstandingfailed to appearuntil'6.0 p.m. Howeverafter a few fiantic
phone_callsthe oarticipantswere instructedto foragewidely in the extensivegrounds of
the 600 acre park so that there was plenty of materialfor discussionduring t[e evening
session.
The main aim of thesecoursesis to help the amateurto becomethoroughly familiar
w.iththe most,widespread
and common speiies:The stressis on how to iden'lifycommon
plants rather than whereto find the rarc. Attingham Park in particularand the Shropshire
landscapein generalprovide a wonderful rangeof habitats-forthis purpose.
Normally a lecture is givet each eveningon a particular family or genusor another
topic of interestto beginners.The ficld worli of the lollowing day is-relatddto that lecture.
This_year we had lectures on Ranunculaceae,
Caryophyllaieae'andGramineae,whilst a
small group of advancedbeginnerslookedat specimensof the genusRosawhich were in
a mature state for study,
.The.first day in-the field was-spenton Earls Hill Nature Reserve,near Pontesbury,
which is managedby the ShropshireConservationTrust. We followed the well marked
Nature trail acrossscreeslopeswith abundant Sedumforsteranumand then descended
through F"gkqt and roses(3 speciesobserved)to the HabberleyBrook which runs north
betweenEarls Hill to the west and OaksWood to the east.It rvasat this point where we
joined the strgam that we rverepleasedto seeon the oppositebank 3 trels of the largeleaved fime, Tilia platyphyllos,in what must surely bel native locality. Nearby wai a
patch of the upland enchanters-nightshade,
Circaeaintermedia.
The ascentto the top of Earls Hill of over 500 ft was then made and many of the older
m.embersof the party were cxcitedby their achievementin reachingthe top up somevery
sjiff slopes. However, the view from the Iron Age Fort was rewlrding-spinning as il
doesall the country betweenthe Wrekin and the Berwyn Mountains,ana hia thedrizzle
held off a little longer we could have seento the north, the sitesof the excursionon the
following day to Whixall and Wem Mosses.
These Mossesare raisedbogs in the heart of the North ShropshirePlain. Whixall is
an enormousarea which once coverednearly 1,200acres,but ii has been dug over for
peat for centuries.However,many speciesof acid conditionsremain and scrubLas developed on the old diggings and there is a rich ditch flora. Alder buckthorn, Frangula
alnus wasabundant, and one or two fine bushesof Salie pmtandrawere seen.After luich,
taken beside a very active stretch of the Shropshire-Union Canal, we examined an
abandonedbranch nearby. Amongst the many-attractive aquatic
speciesthe frogbit,
Hydrocharismorstts-ranae,
was prominent and in full flower.
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The last stop of the day rvasat Wem Moss, which has been little cut over in recent
yearsand retainsa characteristic,though very restricted,flora. During an hour's stay we
saw only 27 speciesbut theseincluded all three speciesof Drosera,(sundew)Andromeda
polifulia, Myrica gale (bog myrtle) and Vacciniumoxycoccus.
Sundaybelongedto Miss Pugh. She lives at Pant on the Welsh border closebesidethe
rvonderfullimestoneof Llanymynechhill, and knows every blade of grassin the neighbourhood. After pausingto adrnirea magnificentstand of dwarf elder, Santbucus
ebultts,
besidethe A.483south of Llanymynechwe ascendedthe hill along lightly woodedpaths,
bright with patchesof.Hypericum, Clinopodiumand Origanunl. Higher up, in deepershadc
we were led to broadleaved helleborine, Epipactis helleborineand herb paris, Parzs
tluadrifolia.Emerging at the top we found ourselvesin one of thc most beautiful lanes
full of rvild flowers I have evcr seen- comnlon flowersall of thenr, but a displaywhich
would have made any gardenerpurr. But this was not all and soon,tl-rrougha^gapin thc
fence amongsta blazeof western gorsc,Ulex galli,Miss Pugh was dcmonstratinga finc
patch of dyer's greenweedGenistalinctoria.
So much to enjoy that lunch rvasalmostforgottenand it was well afier two belbrc rve
descendedand made our way to Miss Pugh's gardenfor a sunlit picnic on her lawn. But
her garden has such a fine collectionof speciesthat the botanicalexcursioncontinued
as we noscdabcut sandwichin hand.
Thus, in thc very happiestsurroundings,tire meeting was drawn to a closc. \\'c said
our good-byes,though many were alreadyplanning to^returnagainin thc near future to
rcsumeacquaintancelvith thc botanicalrichesof the Shropshirecountrysidc.
F. IJ. PoRnrxc
BOOK NOTES
Sincethe lastissueof Il.S.B.I. News went to press,a mostimportant book hasappeared.
Entitled Plants, Wild and Cultioated - a Conferenceon Horticulture and Field Botany,
it containsthe proceedingsof the rneetingthat the Societyheld jointly with thc Royal
Horticultural Society in September1972.As well as the text of all the papersread at
that meeting,the book, which hasbeeneditedby PeterGreen, containsthree appendices.
'l'hese
are accountsrespectivelyof the exhibitsstagedat the Conferencc,the excursionto
Box Hill and Wisley that followed the indoor proceedings,and the speciesof ,4caenu
with sphericalheadscultivatedand naturalisedin the British Isles (the last by Dr. P. F.
Yco).'
An examinationof the book will reinforcethe feeling of many who attendedthe Conferencethat we had reacheda botanical"watershed". Speakerafter speakerpointed out
rvhere the interests of cultivators and naturalists overlapped, for example, where the
"wild" weedsupset the cultivators'orderedgardens,fields and plantationsor where the
"cultivated" escapeshavebecomepart ofthe flora and haveto be recordedand describecl
like native species.
It is not necessaryto list all the fascinatingtopicsincluded in Plants, lVihl and Cultiaated.
Sufficeit to saythat this book should be on the shelvesof all B.S.B.L membersand that,
having read it, they are never againlikely to say ofbotany and horticulture(to quote part
of the title of the opcning paper, by Dr. J. S. L. Gilmour) "and never the trvain sliall
meet",
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'I'hc

rvilt be reviewedin Watsonia, Vol. 9 (5):follorvingbo<-rks
l"lorede I'rance, Fasc. 1, by I. NI. Guinochetand R. de Vilmorin.
Iicology oJ Salt l\'Iarshesaud Sand Dunes,by D. S. Ranrvell.
I;lora EuroPaea,Yol..i, editeclbr' 1'. G. Tutin et al.
A Begimrer'sGuideto Fcrn Study, by Margaret Merryweather.
Flowcrsof SoutbwestEurope,a field guide, by Oleg Polunin and B. Il. Smythies.
Ilozo GrassesGrozo,by R. H. \{. Langer'.
l'rima l.ocaplantarum Sueciae,by Nils Hylander.
- Flora aan l{ederland,Ed. 1,6,by S. J. van Ooststroom.
Heukelsoan Ooststroont
,4tlas of the JapaneseFlora, by Yoshiwo llorikawa.
Chromosomal
Eaolutionin Iligher Plants, by G. L. Stebbins.
F'orests
of Nepal, by J. n. A. Stainton.
OxfordBiologyReaders,
Nos.25, 38-40,43,46,5-5,60,by variousauthors.
'l'he
Descriptionantl ClassiJicationof Vegetatiott,by D. W. Shimrvcll.
and Eztolution,by R. E. Cleiancl.
Oenothera:C),tctgenetics
BotanicalLatit,Et7.2, by W. T. Stcarr.r.

In addition, the follorvingboolishavebcen rcccivecl.Thosc rvhich wiil not bc lcviewctl
in greaterdetail in Watsonia are marked with an asterisk:-Exolutiottand Plants of the Past, by Llarlan P. Banks.
C.^S.S.R.,Vols.Al, A+, 87, 82, by variousauthors.
tr'egelace
by M. Il. llssher.
EcologicalManagementand Conseraation,
FIow TreesGrozu,by Philip R. Morey.
*Bibliogral>lia Botanica Cechosloztaca
1967-1968 by Z. Neuhaiislovii-Novotni, M.
Pivonkovaand O Winklcr. Pp. 424 and map. BotanickyristavC.S.A.V., Pruhonice
rrearPrague.1972.Pricenot stated.(Scerevicwin Watsonia 9(2):161-162(1972)).
Past and PresentVegetationof the Isle of Sltye,by H.J. B. Birks.
*Ilefi. Manch. A Guide to the Contentsof the llerbarirnn oJ ManchesterMuseum,
M a n c h e s t eM
r u s e u m P u b l s .n, o . N . S . l , 7 3 , b y J . W . F r a n k s P
. p. ii I29.ManchesterMuseum, The tlniversity, Manchester,M13 gPL. 1973.Price 95p 15p postage.
*Type Specirnensin LlancltesterMuseumHerbarium - Musci, Manchester Museum
Publs.no. N.S.2,73,bv G. C. S. Clarke,Pp.ii --f-20. Availableas aboveat same
pricc.
Seedsto Cixilisation,by CharlcsB. Heiser,Jr.
Rhododendrons
and Azaleas,by I. F. La Croix.
Timher,its strttctureand properties,ed. 5, by H. Ii. I)esch.
Biological Nomenclature,by Charles Jeffrey.
\\merical Taxonomy,by P. H. A. Sneathand R. R. Sokal.
N. I(. B. Ronsox
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PETFOOD PROJECT
Nloney has recentlybecomeavailablethrough the World lVildlife Fund from Pedigree
PetfoodsLtd., for researchand survey work on endangeredspeciesin this countr\'.
The B.S.B.I. ConservationCommitteesupporteda number of successfulapplications
and, this summer work has begun on a study of the fen violet, Viola stagnina und,er
Dr. Woodell at Oxford, and on the marsh pea,Lathyruspalustrisunder Dr. Waltcrs at
Cambridge. Dr. Roland Randall has undertakena survey of some shingle bank species
including Crambemarititna and Lathyrus japonicus.A team of students under Dr. A. J.
Richardsis making a detailedsurvey of a little known part of the Pennines,rvhilst threc
studentsfrom CambridgeUniversity havc spentthreeweeksin Caithnessand Sutherland
assessingthe population of rare and local speciesthreatenedby oil developmentsin thc
North Sea.
More grantsare availablefor specificprojectson endangeredspeciesand anyoneabout
to embarkon such a survey,or interestedin doing so should rvrite to the Secretaryof the
Conservation Committee.
F. H. PrnnrNc
CER,TIFICATE IN FIELD BIOLOGY
The University of London awardsa Certificatein Field Biology. The work for this
Certificateinvolvesa directedcourseof privatereadingat home,attendanceat two Practical
Courseseachof two weeksheld in the Summer of consecutive
years,and an approvedplan
of field work suited to the student's locality to be written up in the form of a Special
Study, and examinations.
The Certificateis designedfor (i) teacherswho require a certificatetestifyingthat they
have a practical working knowledgeof living organismsin their natural habitats, (ii)
personsother than teacherswho require a similar certificateas a backgroundto their
professionalinterests (for example,personsconcernedwith forestry, landscapearchitecture, conservation),(iii) personswho wish to pursue a scientific courseof study in
field biology.
For syllabus and registrationform, write to the AssistantDirector, Department of
Extra-Mural Studies,University of London, 7 Ridgmount Street,London, WClE 7AD.
NEW RECORDS
B.S.B.L members often visit National Nature Reservesand make interesting discoveries. Too often they fail to report these finds to the regional staff of the Nature
Conservancy who are responsible for managing the area, and need the information if
they are to prepare and carry out managementplans which ensure the conservationof
all the specieson the reserve.
If when you are on an N.N.R. in future you find any specieswhich appearsto be new
to the reserveor in a new area, pleasenote the locality carefully and inform the Warden
of the Reserveor the appropriate Regional Office. If it is easiersend me the record and I
will passit on. All records will be treated rvith confidence.
F. H. Prnnwc
Monhs lMoodExperhnentalStation,
Huntingdon,
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SOME MORE MNEMONICS
From ]I. Scannell:Difficulties are found in associatingthe scientific name with each of the reed grasses,
Phalaris and Phragmites.It has proved useful to the writcr to connect fragmented ligule
(:a ring of hairs) with Phragmites.
From Dorcen Piggott:A Juncusjingle.
Of common Junci wc have sccn
Inflexus is a greyish green
Effusussways, an arc it makes
Conglomeratussimply breaks.
Ceratophyllums.
Demersum is double spined and forked b:ut twice,
Spinelesssubmersummay prove to be forked thrice.
From Gillian Beckett.
Galium palustre and G. uliginosum.
Many people have problems with thesetwo species.My memory jogger is so stupid
that I can't help rememberingit! Here it is in caseanyoneelsefinds it of use.
One of the specieshas an obtuse,"fJ" shapedleaf tip, one is acute.It ought to be "IJ"
for uliginosum,but it isn't, it is the other way round!
LONDON

NATURAL

HISTORY SOCIETY

The L.N.H.S. will be holding the following two meetingsthis spring, and B.S.B.I.
members have been invited to attend them. Both are being given by members of our
Societyand are to be held in the Departmentof Botany,Imperial Collegeof Scienceand
'fechnology,
Prince Consort Road, London, S.W.7. at 18.30hours.
"Pollen and its applicationto plant classification".
Dr. I. K. Ferguson. Wednesday,March 6th.
"Spring in Jugoslavia"
Mrs. A. G. Side. Wednesday,April24th.
LIBRARY FACILITIES
Members are reminded that, through the kindnessof the Council of the Linnean
Society of London, they have the privilege of consulting the Library of the Linnean
Society at Burlington House, Piccadilly,London, W.1. (Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays
to Fridays, with an extensiontill 8.0 p.m. on Thursdays).
ORCHIS MILITARIS
The military orchid (Orchis miktaris tr.) site in Suffolk is now being managed as a
nature reservejointly by the Suffolk Trust for Nature Conservation and the Forestry
Commission, which owns the site. It is to be known as the Rex Graham Nature Reserve
in memory of the late Mr. R. A. Graham, an enthusiasticsupporter of orchid conservation
in Britain.
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'fhe
arrangementsfor visiting the site are to be altered.One or two open days each
floweringseasonwillbe announcedby the Trust in its annualprogramme,w6en the Trust's
conservationists
will be presentto explainmanagementetc.,B.S.B.L and W.F.S. members
wishing to visit thc reserveshould write to the Secretariatof the Trust at the Estates
Department,County Hall, Ipswich,for particularsenclosinga stampedaddressed
envelope
please.No__visitorswill be allowed in the reserveat other times. Photographers(ancl
others) will not be allowed to step off the cat-walk,which has now been provideil to
prevent damagesuch as has becn causedin previousvearsby trampling.
Il. Mrr,n r:-I{riADrlrrrD
ATLAS FLORAE EUROPAEAE
Since tlre last edition of the B.S.B.L News, Volume 2. Gymrutspermaehas
been published, and like Volume l, Pteridophyta,it may be ordered from 'lhc Acadcmic Birokstore, Keskuskatu,1, SF-00100Helsinki 10, Finland.
At a recent meeting of the Mapping Committeein Varna, Bulgaria,it was agrecdthat
o,nevolume containingmaps of about 200 speciesshould appearcvcry ycar. 'fhis means
that the whole project will only take 65 yearsto completc.
F. IL Prnrux<;
NEW PLANT ECOLOGY WALL.CHARTS
'I'he

British Museum (Natural History) has recently published a group of fivc wallchartswhich illustratethe commonplantsof sometypicalBritish Communities.fhe charts
are reproduced in full colour from originals by Miss BarbaraNicholson, whosc illustrations for the Oxford seriesof books on the British flora and food plants have already
received wide critical approval. The communities include Heathland, Sand Duncs,
Chalk Grassland,Damp Meadows,and Waste Ground and Weeds.In each cascsome
thirty flowering plants are illustrated,togetherwith about ten mosses,fungi and lichens.
While of course the complexities of real communities cannot be fully reproduced on a
wall-chart, thc plants have been carefully arrangedin a semi-naturalisticmanner rvhich,
with occasionalglimpsesof the surroundingcountryside,doesmuch to createa visual impressionof the-naturalscene.The chartsare primarily intended for generaleducational
purposesand for furthering the interestsof conservation,but they 1re sulficiently attractive to appealto many botanistsand loversof the countrysidepurely on their decorative merits. A short descriptiveleaflet is included with the charts, and in this somc
features of the ecology of each community are discussedat the simplest level. A firm
injunction to NEVER PICK WILD FLOWERS UNLESS YOU AIIE CERTAIN OF
THEIR IDENTITY AND THAT TIIE SPECIES CONCERNED ARE COMMON
AND WIDESPREAD is incorporated in the introduction to the leaflet. It is intended
that this first serieswill be supplementedby others, which will illustrate further typical
Bntrllr plant communities.The ,chartsare priced 35p each (plus postageand packing
in U.K. 15p) or {1.75 per set of five (plus postageand packiirgin U.KI20p). in botii
casesthe chargesare inclusive of VAT. They can be purchasedat the Museum'i bookshop,
or can be ordered from the PublicationsOfficer, British Muscum (Natural Historv).
CromwellRoad,London, SW7 5BD.
J. i.'. \'I. CaNNox
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PROCEEDINGS AND WATSONIA REQUESTS
Itequestshave been sent in from membersfor the following volumes.Pleaseanswer
clirectto the namesand acldresses
givcn.
Procecdinss
- Vol. 2 Part 1.
Mrs. N'I. Briggs, White Cottage,Slinfold, l{orsham, Sussex.
\\ratsonia
Vol. 2 Parts 5 and 6.
Mr. J. W. Carr, 177VicaragcRozrd,Soutlr Benflcct,Esses.
\Vatsonia Vol. 1 Part 2
\krl. 2 Part 4
Vol. 5 Part 3
Proceedings Vol. 3 Part 3
Mr. A. F. Porter, M.Sc,, LL.B., 16, llawthorn Way, Darras Hnll,
Ponteland,Nervcastle-upon-Tync.
AUSTRALIAN

SYSTEMATIC BOTANY SOCIETY

'I'hc

Australian SystematicBotany Socicty n'as forrneclat a meeting of botanistsin
Ilclbourne, on Tth April, 1973.
'l'he
aims of the Socicty arc:-(i)
to promote the study of s1'stcmatics;
(ii)
to encourageand facilitate the disseminationand cxchangeof information
among all those interestedin the taxonomicbotany of the Australianregion;
(iii) to stimulate ancl assistsvstematicrescarchand teachinq in thc Australiarr
region.
'I.
A council of six mcmbcrs was electedWhiflin (President);D. J. Carr (VicePresident); D. J. McGillivray (Secrctary);A. Kanis ('lreasurer); D. Boyland; A. S.
Gcorge.Personsinterestedin the Societl',or in its aims, arc encouragcdto communicate
rvith any of the Council Members.
N{cmbership of the Society is opcn to all thosc interestedin Systernatics.Persons
rvishing to become a member may do so by sending a subscriptionto the Treasurer,
Dr. A. Kanis, Herbarium Australiense,C.S.LR.O., P.O. Box 1600, Canberra City,
A.C.T. 2601. The subscriptionis set at A$3, or U.S.$5 for ovcrseasrnembers.A news
bulletin, issuedapproximatelythree times a year, is plannedfor circulationto members.
'l'he
next meeting of thc Societyrvill be held in Perth at the time of the ANZAAS
Congress,in August, 1973.
I). -T. McGrlLrvRAy
(Sydney)
THE SOIL ASSOCIATION
'l'lre

Soil Associationis organisingthree foreign meetingsin 1971,tlvo to Austria and
'fravel. 'I'hese
one to Switzerland,under the name of Ecology
are opcn to non-mcmbers
irnd anyoneinterestedis askedto write for furthcr detailsto:- N'Ir.P. Ilarron. l0 Croham
I'Iount, South Crovdon, CR2 0BR.
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FLOWERfI OF ANDALUSIA
Lt.-Cdr. C. M. Stocken's book, Andalusian Flowers and Country$dc, will shortly be
sold out.
This book was planncdpurely as a memorialto this excellentplantsmanand, although
published privately, has sold faster than imagined.
No reprint of this book is planned,stocksare not expectedto last more than a few more
u'eeks,and it will thereforebecomea collector'sitem. In view of the greatinterestshorvn
in Stocken'sbook by B.S.B.L Members, a small quantity lvill be put asidefor exclusivc
purchaseby Members until December3lst, 1973.After this date any copiesremaining
rvill be availableto all comers.
'fhe
price of each copy is {1.00 (packing and postagepaid) and it is distributed by
N{rs. E. M. Stocken, Mariners, Thurlestone, Nr. KINGSBRIDGD, South Devon,
I,)nglancl.
LETTERS
l, Coltsfoot Road,
\\Iare.
Herts.
I)ear Dr. Prime,
I have recently been sent quantities of the following Prairie grassseedsfrom Colorado,
U.S.A. I wonder if any membersrvould carefor someto grow on?
1.

Andropogon gerardrr
A. scoparius
Boutelouacurtipendula
B. gracilis
Iluchloe dactyloides
Panicum virgatum
Sorghastrumnutans
Sporobolusairoides
S. cryptandrus

(T'urkey foot)
(little blue stem)
(side oats grama)
(blue grama)
(buffalo grass)
(switchgrass)
(Indian grass)
(alkali sacaton)
(sanddropseed)
GonooN HeNsoN

'fhe

following letter rvas received by Dr. David Streeter, organiser of the Oak
Symposium.
Corpus Christi College,
Cambridee.
Dear David,
I very much enjoyedthe Oak Symposium; not only the papersand excursions,but
also the many opportunities of meeting old friends and interesting people. I have seldom
been to a Conferencewhich so effectivelycombined solid instruction with social pleasure,
and would like to thank you and .vourfellow organisersfor your excellenthandling of the
arrangements
I)n. or.tvnn Recrnailr
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Linncan Societyof l-ondon.
Burlington House,
Piccadilly,
London,\VlV 0L().

l)ear NIrs. Briggs,
B.S.B.I.NEWS Yol.2, No.2, May 1973
On page37 ofthe aboveis a suggestionconcerningthe question"rvhat motif" and that
a natural coloured representationof Linnaea borealis'. . . u.ould help to advertisethe
Society.
Before any further consitlerationmight be given to this proposalI would point our
that this particular plant has very closeassociation
with The Linnean Societyof London
and in fact is incorporatedin the Society'sCoat of Arms, is inlaid on our Presidential
Chair and carvedinto our meetinqroom dais.
Trr. O'Gnq,ny
ExecutioeSecretary
A number of possiblemotifs have been receivedsince the original article appearcd.
Has anyonefurther suggestions?
Editor.
CAREX MURICATA AGG.
Wc are making an intensivestudy of this group of sedgesand woulcl rvclcomecommunicationsfrom other observers.
The four main taxa in Britain can usually be distinguishedon the following characters:
l. Ligule narrow V-shaped with an acute tip, hooded (i.e. with a scarious border
standing out from the lcaf surface).Ripc utricles 5 mm. or more long with a long
straightly tapered beak and with the nut set well abovethe bulbous or irregularly
inflated base.Leaf-sheathsand bractsfrequently (but not invariably)tinged vinous
red.
spicata
1. Ligule ovate or rounded not or only slightly hoodedat tip. Ripe utricles lcss than
5 mm. long with the nut sct near thc regularlvroundedor taperedbase.Sheathsand
bracts never tinged vinous red.
2, Inflorescencemore or less compact (no interval betweenspikeletsmore than
1 cm.). Utricles very shiny, soon becomingbrown or black, from 3.5 to 4 mm.
long, short-beaked,with a broadly rounded base.
muricata
2. Inflorescencewith the spikeletsclearly separated,the two lorvestby 1 cm. or
more. Utricles more or lessevenlytaperedat either end,
3. Inflorescenceusuallyshorter than 6 crn. and occupying1/10 to 1/25 of thc
flowering culm. Interval betlveenthe two lowest spikeletsnot more than
2.5 cm. All culms floweringand then fruiting simultaneously.Ripe utricles
from 4 to 4.8 mm. long, turning red or dark-brown
leersii.
(: polyphylla auctt.)
3. Inflorescencefrom 6 to 16 mm, long and occupyingmore than i/10 of the
flowering culm. Interval betweentwo lowest spikelcts from2 to 8 cm. long.
Flowering culms produced in successionfrom June to September.Ripe
utricles lessthan 4 cm. long, remaininggreenish.
ditnlsa

^16
\\'e necclto examincliving plants in the field, making successive
visits throughout thc
scason.\\rc should bc partictrlarlv gratcful for infolmation tlrat rvoulcldircct us to tlrc
follorving:
(a) Plants answeringthe dcscription of C. muricata above but definitelv grolving orr
limestone(the common form is a plant of acid sandsanclgravels).
(b) PlantsintelnrediatebetrveenCC.Ieersiiand diaulsaas describedabove,or apparentlv
belongingto one of thesetaxa but rvith utriclesmore than 3.5 mm. or lessthan 5 mm.
long.
(c) I'lants <tfleersii<trditulsa grorvingcithcr north of Yorkshireor in \\rales.
R. \\r. DA\/Il) (41 BartonRoad,Cambridge,CB3 9LG.)
Court, 17 GallevHill, Stonv Stratford,Milton
J. G. KELCEY, (3 N{anshead
Iievncs,Bucks.)
JUNCUS PLANIFOLIUS IN IRELAND
JuncusplanifoliusR. Br. was collectedon thc westernshoreof Lough Truskan, West
()ahvay(16), I-.8130,whcn botanisingin the areawith Miss Vera Gordon and Miss Ann
were growing
Swinney, 311711971.Severalplants, in appearancelikeLuzula cantpestris,
<rn tlre rvct track rvith thc associatedflora,,4na{allis tenella,I{ypntun cupressifornc,
Rlryt i diadel4hus sqilarI osusanrJSphagnum syt.
Buchanan(1906)placesthe rush in the section,Graminifoliiof Juncus,i.e. plantstufted,
inflorescenceterminal, flowering stemswith many basalnon-septateleaves,leaf-sheaths
'Juncus
capifalus,rvhich
vuithout auriclcs. The only specicsin Ilritain in this group is
occursin Cornwall and Anglesey.
Moore and Edgar, (Flora of Neu Zealand, 1970) lists Juncusplanifolius from moist
placesextending from sea level to 900 m. in Australia, New Zealandand also South
America and Chile. The South American station,at Valdivia, provinceof Osornoat 40o
South Latitude is the nearcststation to Ireland.
Juncusplanifoliusis not considerednativc in West Galway. Its occurrencetherc must
be due to human activity. It may be that the grassJeavcdrush will be reportedin other
areasin the future as in the caseof Juncustenuis.
Juncusplanfolius has not been previously reported in the Northern Hemisphcrc.
Specimensof the gatheringhave been placedin DBN, BEL, and B NI.
M. SceNNEl_r.
I lerbarium, National Botanic Gardens,
Dublfu, I RELA N I)
Glasnez,irt,
THE C.S.S.F. INVERNESS.SHIRE SURVEY
The 1974recordingseasonwill bring the last opportunity to give practicalhelp to the
survey in the field, for the present project will then enter its fifth and final year. In
reminding members of this, the organisersextend a cordial invitation to them to take
part in any of the field meetingsplannedfor the summer; detailsof which are printcd in
the committee'sfield programme.
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The Committee will be grateful for information about Inverness-shireplants r.vhich
rnay cometo the notice <.,friembers, either from printcd or from unpublishddsources,or
from herbarium materialto rvhich they have acccss.At this stagethe main interestof the
organisersis in floweringplant and fern records,but they will alsobe gratefulfor records
of non-flowering plants; and it is hoped to cornpilea filc of thesc. Rccordsfrom rreas
cast of the Great Glen should be sent to:- Miss E. R.'l'. Conacher,r\n Fharaid, I-awmarnock Road, Bridge of \Alcir, Renfrewshire,PA11 3AP, r,l'hois rccorder for V.C.9(r,
while thoscfront w-estof thc Great Glen shouldgo to thc rccorderfor V.C.97,Mr. A. A. lt.
Slack, 24 GarscaddenRoad, Glasgow, G15 6UN. 'I'hc Chairman of the Committee
(h{r. R. Mackechnie,9 Skirving Strcet, Glasgow,G41 3AI}) u'ill u'clcomcoffersof assistanceor enq.iriesfr.m ilnyoneintercstecl
in thc strrve'
n. N{,tt:xrcrr^-tti

ANNUAL

EXHIBITION

MEETING IN EDINBURGI{

'I'he

BotanicalSocietyof Edinburgh wasjoint host with the Committce for the Studl'
of thc Scottish Flora for the annual exhibition meeting on Saturday 3r'd Novembcr.
'l'his
year the botaniststook up their stationfrrr the dly at the Royal ScottishZoological
Park, The unfamiliar sulroundingswere soonf<lrgottenas,in the morning the two dozen
or so exhibitors laid out herbarium sheets,paintings,photographs,maps, living plants
and all the paraphernaliathat goesto showhow much botanicalactivitythereis in Scotland
at the presenttime. Nor havethe Scottishbotanistsall beenstayingat homc as there was
cvidenceof travel overseas:nor werethe exhibitorsall Scottish.It waswith greatpleasurc
that we saw Dr. !'. H. Perring laying out a spray of mistletoe,Mr. E. C. Wallacewith
specimensbrought from Faroer, Iceland and Canada,Mr. E. P. Libbey and Mr. A.
Copping from Norfolk with grasses,scdgesand rushescollectedin Lapland, and Mr.
irnd Mrs. C. J. Pcachwho, from London had cometo Edinburgh via Westerness
bringing
rvith thcm an exhibit of living plants, sorneflowcring, from the hills in thoseparts.
Miss U. K. Duncan, having allocatedeacha table, and organisedthe exhibition, and
N'Ir.B. S. Brookespreparedthe titles, the visiting botanistsbeganto arrive at 2.0 o'clock.
ln twos and threescamethose,who eachyearwe look forward to seeingat thesemeetings.
People whose names are synonymouswith Scottish field botany, Mr. R. Mackechnic,,
Mr. B. W. Ribbons, Miss U. K. Duncan, Mrs. A. H. Somrnerville,Miss N{. McCallum
Webster,Miss E. R. Bullard, Mr. J. Grant Rogerand so on. A high percentageof Scottish
vice-countieshad their recorderspresent.Old friends were mct, and nervfriends met on
field meetings,were met again.It is particularlygratifyingwhen botanistsfrom the south
of England travel to our Scottishmeetingand so we were especiallypleasedto welcome
N{rs. M. Briggs and Mr. J. Bevanwho madethe journey again,Lancashireand Yorkshire
were representedby Dr. G. Halliday and the Rev. D. Kingston respectively.Dr. M. E.
Bradshaw came from Durham and Mr. R. E. Groom from Newcastle.All too soon
it was time for tea. NIr. R. Mackechnieaddressedthe hundred Dresentand askedfor
help for the Inverness-shireSurvey and NIr. B. W. Ribbons askedfor active support
lbr the Wild Plant ProtectionBill. After tea we moved to thc lecture theatre at the fine new
ccltrcationcentre rvhercDr. I-. Boyd introduced Mr. A. C. Crundwell of the LTniversitt'
<.rfGlasgow,who gale an instructiveand livel'r,accountof the Faroesand their plant lifc.
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buffet supper was partakenby 65 in the beautiful surroundingsof the Fellows'
House before returning to the cducationcentrewhere the remainderof the eveningwas
spentviewing slidesof C.S.S.F. field meetingsthis yearintroducedby Mr. R. Mackechnie.
A fascinatingdescriptionof the vegetationaround Abisko, Sweden,was given by Dr. M.
Bradshaw,part of the Lapland field meeting. Transparenciestaken in Inverness-shire
followed, shown by Miss M. McCallum Webster,Mr. D. Kingston, 1\4r.R. E. Groom
and Miss E. R. T. Conacher,all of Easternessand Mr. A. Slack and Mr. J. Bevan of
Westerness.Dr. N{. Noble brought proceedingsto a closewith a vote of thanks to all
those who had contributed to the successof the meeting and the party broke up, for
an0ther)'ear.
It. R. T. CoNacrrr:R

MAPPING AT TOMATIN,

EASTERNESS

\'Ir. and XIrs.J. D. S. N{artinanclI spentfive daysduring the first weekof July, 1973
mapping in the valley of the River Findhom in tetrads,all but one, hitherto untouched
by the Inverness-shireSurvey.Exccpt for one soakingday we wereblessedwith beautiful
wcather.We lvorked in seventctradsbut had on this occasionto keep to low altitudes
to avoid disturbing young grousc.
On one day Mr. and Mrs. McBeathand Mr. Barneswereableto join us arrd we worked
ilr a tetrad containinga low hillside and a delightful shingleislandinhabited by roe dccr
and nestingmallard which lvcre obviouslyunuscdto intruders.The island was coloniserl
by a thicket of Salix hybrids in the centrebut scatteredon the bareshingle,conspicuous
by their beautiful silvery wool wcre a number of shrubsup to 4 ft. high of a Salix hybrid
still to be confirmed. T'here was some Anthyllis znlneraria here and on the bank at the
water's edge I lvas surprised to find Juncusbalticus.We continued to find this by the
Findhorn all week.
Whilc in Strathdearn,as thc Findhorn vallcy is calied,our rec<lrdingwas carried out
in a little cultivatedland at the riverside,amongjuniper and birch, in bogs and marshes
and eventuallyin low moorlandat about 1,600ft. wherc the road ends.In quadrat2871,
however, we struck some basic ground which filled us rvith high hopes. There was
Ranunculusbulbosus,Poljtgonumoioiparum, Koeleria cristata and Helictotrichonpubescens.
On the u'et day we workedin a marshbesidethe Great North Roadand then along the
railway embankment. Here Linaria repensis conspicuousfrom the road but Gentianella
campestrisand the abundant and large specimensof Botrychiumlunaria do not show from
a distance. Silene vulgaris and Trifoliun carnpestreare also there. The road verge was
brown witlr the dead heads of Poa subcaeruleafor some distance and Hippuris aulgaris
was in the loch at the other side of the road.
To Mr. and Mrs. Martin who helpedme so much and to the landownerswho readily
gave us permissionto map acrossiheir land go my warmest thanks. In the four tcn
kilometrc squaresin which rve workcd we added41 19 27 and 32 speciesto the mastcr
card.
We look forward to a field meeting in this delightful glen ia 1974.
E. R.'I'. CoNecllrn
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YUGOSLAVIA, APRIL 1973.
A seriousaccountof this field meetingwill appearin a later volumc of Watsonia,brrl
those of us who participatedfelt it would be unfortunateif memberswho do not attend
field meetingswere given the impressionthat we \\'cre a party of solemn intellectuals
failing even to appreciatethe sun of the Dalmatian and Montenegrin littoral. Sun?
Our leader'spreliminary notice to the party warned of the power of that sun rvhich it
said "is capableof skinning most shouldersand noses. . .". Nothing in the notice urgcd
protection againstgale-forcelvinds, driving rain, thunder, hail, slcet and snow. Luckilr
most of the party, bcing British, took their waterproofsinstinctiveh',but it was still i
shock to arrive in Montenegroand find the hotel chambermaidsdancingwith glee at tlre
film of snow on the Adriatic shore.The sight did not affectus in the samervay.
Our first week was spent at Dubr<lvnik,and much of thc time was used in exploring
the limestonewithin walking distanceof the city, the treks up the 1,500ft. N{t. Srd being
especiallyrewarding with forms of Tulipa syloestrisandFritillaria tenellabeingparticularll'
conspicuousamong the rough limestoneand juniper bushes.It was the proud boast of
onc rnember that the junipers could bc separated,cvcn in the dark, mcrely by walking
through them. Thosc who havetried to forcea passage
throughJuniperusoxycetlrus
scrub
will appreciatethe generalstateof knecsu'hen a small party dcscendedthc steepslopcs
away from thc path, plunging down through the maquiscoveredlimestone.There wt're
many cries of agony from the bathroomsthat night!
One day we visitcd Lokrum, the island in Dubrovnik bay which is a nature reservc
and has a botanic garden chiefly given over to exotic shrubs. t,uckily for us the seathat
day was beautifully calm and all twenty-two of us, plus the hotcl'senormousdoorkeepcr:
crossedthe bay in a launch which would have held twelve in comfort. The sight of our
irreplaceablechief identificr;rerchcdprecariouslyon the roof, with legs dangling,causecl
many nervousmoments,not leastto himself! 'fhe island itself is largelymaquis-covered
and is crowned by a Napoleonicfort from which there are excellentviews of the coast.
Pathscreatedabouta hundredyearsagoarelined with Cupressus
semperahens,
one with the
fastigiatcvariety, var. pyramidalrs,and one rvith var. horizontalsrvhichrnakesa spreading
tree. In the botanic gardens,largely the rvork of one man, Dr. Lav Rajcvskiwho conducted us around, the nativc ground flora attractedas much if not more attention than
the cultivatedspecies,especiallythe sheetsof the snall tongue orchid, Serapiaslingua.
A secondexcursionfrom the city took trs up Mt. Orjen. Much of the journey was ovcr
rocky unmade roads, and the coacirfrequently came to a standstill as wc met laden
donkeys.One trio in particular carried haystacksas wide as our bus and causedgrcat
problems- and a bonusfor the photographers.Once we had reachedthe snow-lineour
driver, who had steeredthe giant Mercedessafelyround the tightesthair-pin bendson the
stony road, halted with relief and disappearedrapidly into a nearby cottage,leaving us
to stretclr our shaky legs and admire the fragile flowers of Crocusdalmaticuspushing
through the snow. The weatherwas in benevolentmood that day and we explored the
scrubby oakwoodand were able to munch our packedluncheswith the inevitable dail_y
gherkins,perchedon bouldersin thc sunshineamongstthe snow to the accompaniment
of rvoodlark,chiffchaffand distant greenwoodpecker.
One plant we had all hoped to seewhile en route for Orjen wasHelleborusmultif.dus,
an endemic species,but alas it was not to be, and the pleasureof finding this unique
helleborewas given to only three membersof the group who one dav decidedto form a
splinterpartv and exploreinland.
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It provcd to be an unexpectedll atlventuresou-reday long to be rcmenrbered.
jorrrncl' to 'I'rebinjc lvas rnost spcctacular as thc train lvound its n'riy ui) into thc rnountains
w'ith superb views of peaks and vallcl's far below ofte n through a rain-filled sky. Iin route,
one member spotted clunrps of the distinctive foliage of llellcborus nultifdus anitl
scrubby oaklvoods near the track and from then on all effort was aimcd at getting back to
'I'rebinie
this sitc on foot. Whilst the trio lvere eating their sandwiches in thc
stetion
u'aiting loorn (a thunderstorm u'as irr progrcss b1'this timc!) u -r'oungishand rathcr
florid policeman appeared and proceeded to patrol thcir table. He presented a somcrvhat
comic, somcwhat sinister figure and might rvcll have come out of a Peter Listinov play.
Finally he pouncccl on one rnember and from thc stream of Serbo Croat a word likc
"passport" rvas understoocl. Unfortunatcly only one member of the trio carricd his
passport. I'his lvas obviously highly suspicious to the policeman who set about interrogation in a far from friendly rnanner, gctting workcd up at his failurc to mahe hinrsclf
understood. After looking in thc rucksacks he finally rvent awal'. The rain soon cascd
and the trio took the opportunity to escape, heading back to thc mountains. Aftcr a
lengthy u'alk the hellebore site was found and the handsome clumps of deeply segmentcd
rulT-like lcaves revercntly admired. Then, rvhilst stooping down to adrnirc a particularlr'
fine plant, tu'o men burst througl-r the surrounding bushes, one carrying an enormoLls
'Ihis
shot-gun r,vhich he brandishccl in no uncertain manncr!
individual was the vcrv
pictuic of a brigand, su'artlr)' ancl scowling, and thc trio's hcarts misscd a bc:rt, thinking
thev rvcrc about to bc robbccl - or worsc! Thcy were madc to cmi)ty tlleir rucksaclis
rrndcr thc thrcat of the gun, but whcn it w:rs seen that oranges ancl-other remnarrts o1'
fixrd, plus Plant spccimcns was all they contained thc "brigand" angrily waved tlrcrn
away, shouting "I)ubrovnik" several times. In retrospect it seems likelv that thesc trvo
men were gamekccpers or wardens ll'ho suspected thc trio of poaching.
\\'ith a sigh of rclicf the splinter group movcd on with alacrity and made several othcr
cxcitirrg linds including the black-purple spathes o{ Arunt nigrum atd Vicia melanops,
but the day of advcnture was not yct ovcr. Boarding the Dtrbrovnik bound train from a
rvayside halt, the trio were met by a r€ception conlmittee of two large policemen rvh<r
once again dernandcd passports and looked at every item in the rucksacks. It lvas a highh'
unpleasant experience with nasty visi<lns of dank stonc jails and third dcgrcc treatrnent,
and this miry rvcll havc becn thc case had all threc members been witl'rout passports.
Thc main spokesman, cven in Serbo Croat made it plain that passports must be carried
at all times in Jugoslavia. He was right of course, btrt one is lulled into a sense of falsc
sccurity in the tourist resol'ts. Finally the trio were given their frecdom and were lnost
grateful to reach the haven of touristy Dubrovnik. Later, thc Jugotours reprcsentative
made the comment that the police were edgy because Herr Willie Brandt was visiting
the countr)', which seemed an unlikelv excusc at the time until one stopped to think rvhat
sort of a spectacle a field botanist must present in a countrv without a tradition of itinerant
field natuialists tramping all over the piace. Picture the siene: a blowy wet day and threc
bodies clad in anoraks and heavy boots, with bulging rucksacks, peering into every bush
and every now and then making stooping sorties into the nearby u'oods. A suspicious
sight indeed !
F'ortunately, no similar adventures rvere experienced by the othcr mcrnbers of the partv I
'lhe
second week of our visit provided the widest variety of experiences. Perhaps we
were getting to know each other better and were consequently rnore relaxed, or perhaps
the shock of nearlv losing half the partv brought us together. It happened on the ferrr-

crossing on the Bay of Kotor. The courier had plainli' said it rvould be halfran-hour
before the ferry boat left and so many took the opportunity to visit a nearby caf6 only to
sce, barely ten minutes later, the ferry slipping quietly' away from the shore complcte
rvith coach and clriver, but only half its complemcnt of botanists ! To thosc of us who wcrc
u'isc enough to remain on the coach the sight of thc small forlorn-looking group receding
into the distance provokcd alas, not alarm but amusemcnt, though in our defence it
must be said that rvc kncrv the courier was with them so that their abandonment was
not completc, and before long they rejoinecl us and wc were able to continue together.
After that horvever, cvcr],onc remaincd u'ithin sprinting distance of thc corrch at cvcry
stol).
At Budva the fiora prcvecl tar morc diverse, as rvould be expected by the Inore corlrplicaterl nature of thc area's gcology. One happy day was spent on Jaz beach and marshes.
u'here the botanical purpose of the party was led somewhat astray by the prescnce of
liocks of migrating birds, spotted and collared flycatchers, whinchats, crag martins,
alpinc srvifts, common and black earcd wheatears and many woodchat shrikes, all fecding
busily in a field golden with Ranunculus sardous, while an errant bat caused such exciternent that one member forgot he was standing by the water's edge until a wave brokc
ovcr his lvell shod feet. Shortly afterrvards the party subsided onto the rocks to enjot' a
brief patch of sunshine and the gentle murmur of lapping wavcs. The peace was brokcn
only by the sharp sound of wet socks being hopefully slapped against the warm limestone.
Other forms of wildlifc noted during the wcek included tortoises on thc hillsidcs,
slow-worms bcneath the rocks, and green toads which trilled throughout thc evenings in
thc ponds by the hotcl, and provoked scveral pleasant excursions to watch their white
throats expand like bubble-gum as they chorused.
Only rvhen away from the coast clid our strange botanical ways causc irny intcrcst.
;\t Cijevna Gorge near Titograd, we collected a small audience who stood silently beneath
their dripping umbrellas and gazed at us. As we hird the advantage of a local guide,
Dr. Vucic Pulevic from Titograd's Rotanic Institute, we asked for his comments. flis
reply was "'lhey are surprised to see pcoplc behaving like sheep". Very salutary!
For both our excursions fiorn Budva our partv leader, whose command of Serbo Croat
lan to ten words and the ability to tell the timc, acted as courier. Happily the driver
(whose total "English" vocabulary scemed to be "O.I(.") provcd most amenable, and
rvhen somcone spotted another helleborc, a shout of "Stoj" ! (taken verbatim from the
cmergency button in the hotel lift) produced the right result and we were able to tumble
out and inspcct our find, almost certainly H. cyclophyllu.s.During this stop three of the
kcenest botanists rvere somewhat embarrassed to be prescntcd with branches of the
lcrvely laburnum-like Balkan endemic Petteria ran entaceaby a local lad. T'hey returned
to the coach to cxclamations of "Vandals!". and the somewhat muffied strains of "Here
Come the Brides" to be snapped from all angles. The Petteria was carried back to Budva
and graced our enormous dining table for the rest of our stav.
During thc fortnight, over six-hundred plants werc seen and identified, and evcryone
gained a wider knowledge ofthe local flora, and by frequent contact with plants occurring
onlv rarelv in Britain. of our own flora too. Add to this thc rvorthwhile contacts made with
locil botanists ancl our nrvn enior.ment, it can bc safelv said that "a goocl timc u'as had
bv all".
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NEW MEMBERS
Apart frorn trvo minor sctbacks- one in 1959and againten yearslater in 1969- the
membershipof the societyrose steadilvif somewhatslowly over the yearsfrom 350 in
1942 to 1888 by the cncl of 1972. On 1st Octobcr 1973 the total membershipreached
2000 for the first time in its history and council unanimouslydecidedthat the occasicin
shoulclbe marked by the prcscntaiionof a year's subscriptionto the 2000th mcmber.
This is Mrs. L. Johns of Stourbridgc,Worccstershire,rvhom u'e u'clcomemost hcartily
to our mcml>ership.
(lst April to 3lst October,1973)
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